SOMY –
Thinking Critically –
The Art of Being Right?
Date and Time: Sat, 2 April, 13:00 – 15:30
Venue: Trinity Methodist Church, 34 Serangoon Garden

Part 1: Questions about the Bible
 Is it important to be right? What do we mean by ―right‖?
Can you be wrong? Can you be right and the other
person is right also? [Absolute Truths vs. Partial Truths]
 The blind men and the elephant

Is there a right (or objective) way to
understand the biblical text?

 There is no one absolute interpretation. There are only
good or bad interpretations.

 Our task today is to understand what makes good
interpretation.
 Every text requires interpretation. Every interpretation
requires criticism.

Facts vs. Truths?
 Is the Bible theologically true or factually true? Facts vs.
Truths? What is the difference?
 Is the Bible without errors (inerrancy) or it is reliable
and sufficient for us? What is the difference?
 ―Parables are true but they are not factual.‖

The Bible: What it is?
 The Bible is the inspired Word of God.
 It is God’s self-revelation.
 It is God-breathed.
2 Tim 3:16-17
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work.
16

Joseph Smith Jr. (Founder of Mormonism)

An 1893 engraving of Joseph
Smith receiving the golden
plates and other artifacts
from the angel Moroni.

Joseph Smith dictating the
Book of Mormon by reading
reflections in a seer stone at
the bottom of his hat

The Bible: What it is?

 It is authoritative.
 It is reliable.

 It is sufficient for believing.
 It is a historical document…
 It is the story of God and the People.

 It contains various styles (genres) of writing.

The Bible: What it is not?
 John Goldingay: Reading the OT as the Word of
God in its own Right
3. It is not true that the OT God is a God of wrath, the NT
God is a God of love. In both Testaments, God is one who
loves to love people, but is prepared to be tough when
necessary.
5. It is not true that the OT is a book of stories about
people who are meant to be examples to us. You only have
to read the stories to see that. Both Testaments are books
of stories about what God did through people despite who
they were, not because of who they were. If anyone is an
example to us in the OT, it is God, not people such as
Abraham, Moses, or David (see Lev 19:2).

 Too many believers believe without understanding their
faith deeply.
 Too many Christians follow Christ blindly.
 The decline of religion and the rise of atheism.
 BBC reports on 22 Mar 2011, that ―Religion may be
extinct in nine nations‖ according to a study.

 We need a new understanding to our faith.
 A faith that seeks understanding.

Biblical Principles:
Romans 12:1-3
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
1

Matt. 22:37-40
37And

he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. 38This is the great and first commandment.39And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets."

Who can help us understand
God’s Word?
 The Holy Spirit
1 Cor. 2:9-11
9But,

as it is written,

"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him"—
10these

things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For who knows a
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So
also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
John 14:26
26But

the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all
that I have said to you.

This does not mean that the Spirit will answer every question we have
in the Bible. It teaches us what we need to learn about God so that we
can live as God’s people of faith.

Question:
Isn’t the Bible clear on everything?
Why do we need to think critically?
It’s so obvious in the Bible!

To answer or not answer a fool?
Proverbs 26:4-5 (NIV)
4

Do not answer a fool according to his folly,
or you yourself will be just like him.

5

Answer a fool according to his folly,
or he will be wise in his own eyes.

Understanding Interpretation
 Every text needs interpretation. Every text contains a
context in which it was written.
 A text without a context is a pretext (pretense, a
smokescreen)!
 We also exist in a context when we interpret. We are
always somewhere (socially, culturally, historically,
linguistically) and never nowhere when we interpret.

 Contemporary Significance and Application comes at the
final stage of interpretation.

Common dubious statements
made by Christians…
 God wants to bless us so that we can be a blessing to
the whole world. [Prosperity Gospel]

Common dubious statements
made by Christians…

 This is the Word of God. I did not say it, the Bible did.
Therefore, you better believe what I said. [Claiming
authority of the Bible and transferring it to the speaker.]

Common dubious statements
made by Christians…

 God did not answer your prayer
because you were not faithful
enough. [Lacking faith]

Matthew 26:36, 39, 42
36Then

Jesus came with them to a place called
Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, ―Sit here while I go
over there and pray.‖
39And

He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face
and prayed, saying, ―My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.‖
42He

went away again a second time and prayed,
saying, ―My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink
it, Your will be done.‖

Common dubious statements
made by Christians…

 Quotations on prayer. Compare.
 Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays.
(Soren Kierkegaard)
 The whole meaning of prayer is that we may know God.
(Oswald Chambers)

 When we pray to God we must be seeking nothing nothing. (Saint Francis of Assisi)
 Prayer moves the hand that moves the world. (John Aikman
Wallace)

Case Study: Women in Church
Ministry
1 Timothy 2:8-15 (NIV)
Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up
holy hands without anger or disputing. 9 I also want the
women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety,
adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold
or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds,
appropriate for women who profess to worship God.
8

A woman should learn in quietness and full
submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to
assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13For
Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the
one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and
became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through
childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and holiness
with propriety.
11

Case Study: Women in Church
Ministry
 1. Males should pray with their hands lifted up (2:8).
 2. Males should pray without anger or disputing (2:8).
 3. Women should dress modestly (2:9).
 4. Women should not have elaborate hairstyles or wear
gold or pearls or expensive clothing (2:9).
 5. Women should have good deeds (2:10).
 6. Women should be silent and quiet (2:11, 12).
 7. Women should not teach or have authority (2:12).

Why the restriction?
 Because these women were not yet educated
theologically or biblically as well as the men.
[Temporary silencing]
 Women today are not uneducated; in fact, some are
more educated than their male-counterparts.
 Women in the past had long hair and when their hair is
not tied up or covered, they look like prostitutes giving
the impression that Christian gatherings were sexual in
nature.
 The key for Paul was not to ―keep the women silent‖ but
to ―teach the women.‖ His principle was ―learning before
teaching.‖

The God of the Bible
 ―God spoke through Moses in Moses’
ways for Moses’ days, through David
in David’s ways for David’s days,
through Jesus in Jesus’ ways for
Jesus’ days, and through John in
John’s ways for John’s days.‖ (Scot
McKnight, The Blue Parakeet, p. 210)
 ―Our relationship to the Bible is
actually, if we are properly engaged,
a relationship with the God of the
Bible.‖ (Scot McKnight, The Blue
Parakeet, p. 211)

Part 2: How to think
critically?
See-Judge-Act Method
1.See

Observe the setting, the scene.

2.Judge

Examine what our Lord does, decide
why he acts in this way, and what he
would expect of his followers.

3.Act

Apply his teaching in your life

―The goal of See-Judge-Act method of biblical
inquiry is transformation.‖

The Methodology
 The first step, See, refers simply to examining the text.
Key questions:
 Who are the characters in this text?

 What is their context?
 Who do the characters find themselves in their present
circumstances?
 What concerns and/or problems appear in the story?

 What emotions and feelings filter through the story?
 What do you think the author is trying to communicate with his
or her community?

The Methodology
 The second step, Judge, refers to spiritual discernment.
Key questions:
 How does the text speak to us, to our community, today?

 What is the good news?
 What analysis of my community do I need to do in light of this
Scripture?
 What is God’s purpose for us in light of what we have heard?

 Do I need to make any changes in my behavior, in my
perspectives, in my way of thinking, in my praying?
 Do we need to reconsider corporate decisions?
 Are we making a difference in the life of our church, our
denomination, our community, and our world?
 What challenges do we hear from the text and amidst our
dialogue with one another?

The Methodology
 The last step, Act, which refers to transformation.
Key questions:
 What steps do I/we need to take in order to be responsive
to the invitation we hear in the text?
 Who needs to be involved?
 How are we going to implement changes?

 How will change affect our community, our church, and our
denomination?
 How can we make the world a better place for the human
race?

 How are we building the Reign of God in our midst?

We need both an open mind and a
willing heart in order to truly listen
to the Spirit’s voice in our midst.

Part 3: Religulous [2008]

Group Discussion
and Presentation

Concluding Remarks
 It is ok to doubt. It is important to ask questions about
our faith, even how basic it may seem. ―Faith seeking
Understanding‖ NOT ―Blind Faith‖!
 God never asked us to defend him nor his works. ―Let
God be God!‖
 Apologetics is to clarify and communicate the Good
News to others, and it is not to be used as a defense of
your faith like your life depends on it.
 It is ok for us not to have an answer for everything
about the Bible. The Bible is not an Answer Book, but a
―Story Book‖.

Concluding Remarks
 Critical Thinking (theological reflection) must be a
constant process for every Christian in every generation.
―Renewal of the Mind‖
 Discernment comes through 1) our relationship with
God/Jesus/Spirit, 2) humility before the WORD, 3)
connecting with the world, and 4) self-understanding.
 It is more important to be right with God and the world
then being right.
 Studying God’s Word must lead to Transformation. ―A
Believing and Practicing Christian‖ NOT ―A Sunday
Christian‖
 Remember the Jesus’ Creed: 1) Love God, 2) Love
Others.

Closing Prayer
The END.

Questions?
Wilson Tan
silverthorn11@gmail.com

