Thinking Critic a”y I
The Art of Being Right

D Date and Time: Sat, 2 April, 13:00 i 15:30

Venue: Trinity Methodist Church, 34 Serangoon Garden




Part 1: Questions about the Bible

° Isit i mportant to be right?
Can you be wrong? Can you be right and the other
person is right also? [Absolute Truths vs. Partial Truths

° The blind men and the  elephant
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° Our task today is to understand what makes good
interpretation. @ =

°© Every text requires interpretation. Every interpretation
requires criticism.



par - a - ble(s)
an earthly story
with a spiritual truth




2Tim3:16 -17

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work.
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An 1893 engraving of Joseph Joseph Smith dictating b?ﬁ ‘
Smith receiving the  golden Book of Mormon by reading )
plates and other artifacts

from the angel Moroni.

reflectionsina seer stone at
the bottom of his hat




t IS sufticient Tor believing.

Itisahistorical document é

It is the story of God and the People.

It contains various styles (genres) of writing.




necessary.

5. It is not true that the OT is a book of stories about

people who are meant to be examples to us. You only have

to read the stories to see that. Both Testaments are books

of stories about what God did through people despite who

they were, not because of who they were. If anyone is an
example to us in the OT, it is God , hot people such as
Abraham, Moses, or David (see Lev 19:2).
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° The decline of religion and the rise of atheism

° BBC reports on 22 Mar 2011, that A
extinct in nine nationso according

° We need a new understanding to our faith
| D ° A faith that seeks understanding.



Biblical Principles

Romans 12:1 -3

1 | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies  as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by  the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Matt. 22:37 -40

37 And he said to him,  "You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your

mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Y
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the

Prophets ."



Who can help us understand
Godos Word?

°© The Holy Spirit
1Cor.29 -11
9But, as it is written,

"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him" o)

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a
per sonos texcepithe Bpirisof that person, which is in him? So
also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

John 14:26

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all
that | have said to you.

This does not mean that the Spirit will answer every question we have
in the Bible. It teaches us what we need to learn about God so that we
can |ive as Gododos people of faith.



Why do we need to think critiéaﬂy?
| t Soobvious in the Bible!




> Answer a fool according to his folly,
or he will be wise in his own eyes.
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