
SOMY ï  
Thinking Critically ï  
The Art of Being Right ? 
Date and Time: Sat, 2 April, 13:00 ï 15:30  

Venue: Trinity Methodist Church, 34 Serangoon Garden  

 



Part 1: Questions about the Bible  

º Is it important to be right? What do we mean by ñrightò? 
Can you be wrong? Can you be right and the other 
person is right also? [Absolute Truths vs. Partial Truths ]  

º The blind men and the elephant  

 

 



Is there a right (or objective) way to 
understand the biblical text?  

º There is no one absolute interpretation. There are only 
good or bad interpretations.  

º Our task today is to understand what makes good 
interpretation.  

º Every text requires interpretation. Every interpretation 
requires criticism.  

 



Facts vs. Truths?  

º Is the Bible theologically true or factually true? Facts vs. 
Truths? What is the difference?  

º Is the Bible without errors (inerrancy) or it is reliable 
and sufficient for us? What is the difference ? 

º ñParables are true  but they are not factual .ò 

 

 

 



The Bible: What it is ? 

º The Bible is the inspired Word of God.  

º It is Godôs self-revelation.  

º It is God -breathed .  

2 Tim 3:16 - 17  

16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  17 that the man of God may be competent, 
equipped for every good work.  

 



Joseph Smith Jr. (Founder of Mormonism)  

Joseph Smith dictating the 
Book of Mormon  by reading 
reflections in a  seer stone  at 
the bottom of his hat  

An 1893 engraving of Joseph 
Smith receiving the  golden 
plates  and other artifacts 
from the  angel Moroni.  



The Bible: What it is?  

º It is authoritative.  

º It is reliable.   

º It is sufficient for believing.  

º It is a historical documenté 

º It is the story of God and the People.  

º It contains various styles (genres) of writing.  

 



The Bible: What it is not ? 

º John Goldingay : Reading the OT as the Word of 
God in its own Right  

3. It is not true that the OT God is a God of wrath, the NT 
God is a God of love.  In both Testaments, God is one who 
loves to love people, but is prepared to be tough when 
necessary.  

 

5. It is not true that the OT is a book of stories about 
people who are meant to be examples to us.  You only have 
to read the stories to see that.  Both Testaments are books 
of stories about what God did through people despite who 
they were, not because of who they were.  If anyone is an 
example to us in the OT, it is God , not people such as 
Abraham, Moses, or David (see Lev 19:2).  

 





º Too many believers believe without understanding their 
faith deeply.  

º Too many Christians follow Christ blindly.  

º The decline of religion and the rise of atheism . 

º BBC reports on 22 Mar 2011, that ñReligion may be 
extinct in nine nationsò according to a study. 

º We need a new understanding to our faith . 

º A faith that seeks understanding.  



Biblical Principles :  

Romans 12:1 - 3  

 1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  by the mercies of 
God,  to present your bodies  as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  2  Do not 
be conformed to this world,  but be transformed by  the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may  discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

  

Matt. 22:37 - 40  

37 And he said to him,  "You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.  38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And  a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  40 

On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets ."  



Who can help us understand 
Godôs Word?  
 
º The Holy Spirit  

1 Cor. 2:9 - 11  

9But, as it is written,  
 
   "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,  
   nor the heart of man imagined,  
what God has prepared for those who love him" ð 

 10 these things  God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God.  11 For who knows a 
personôs thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So 
also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  

  

John 14:26  

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you.  

This does not mean that the Spirit will answer every question we have 
in the Bible. It teaches us what we need to learn about God so that we 
can live as Godôs people of faith. 

 



Isnôt the Bible clear on everything?  
Why do we need to think critically?  

Itôs so obvious in the Bible!  
 

Question:  



To answer or not answer a fool ? 

Proverbs 26:4 - 5 (NIV)  

4  Do not answer a fool according to his folly,   
   or you yourself will be just like him.   
 

5  Answer a fool according to his folly,   
   or he will be wise in his own eyes.   

 


