Day 1 - 18" Feb 2015
$E2 Reading: 5 KFETF Matthew 24:1-14

Lent is the time when the church remembers the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus. The period from
Ash Wednesday to Good Friday is known as Lent. Lent has a history and tradition of more than a
thousand years. In the period of Lent, every individual has a deeper awareness of Jesus’ suffering
and crucifixion. During this period, everyone can also read the bible passages on Jesus’ suffering as
part of our daily readings. In these forty days, we can slowly read the entire book of Matthew a few
times over, and through every reading, put yourself in that situation and let it speak to you.

According to Matthew’s account of Jesus’ suffering and crucifixion two thousand years ago, and in
this chapter, Jesus basically mentioned two things. He prophesised two things, namely the
destruction of the city of Jerusalem and the temple, and his second coming. Why did Jesus mention
these two things at that point in time? The revival of Jerusalem is the revival of God’s chosen people,
where God would be King. And Jesus is the one, not to overcome the Roman empire, but to be the
meaning and role of the temple. From hence forth, man would not be constrained by geographical
environment, but every individual would have a more ideal temple from which to be close with God,
where Jesus himself is the representative who will bring us to God to worship him. How do we know
this? Jesus was killed because he said these words and did these things, but do not forget, Jesus rose
from the dead three days later. What does His resurrection mean? It means that what he said and
did before were true. And this is why these were recorded in the Gospel books. We also have to ask
ourselves: Is this really Jesus? God told the Israelites that He would bring revival, restore His
relationship with them: | have come, | have come to do this now. This is how God shows proof to
man, he used this entire process to tell us what he has done for us.

KFE TR C S EHEREE SAE —N T, BRI — BRIZAE S . A tes i
SPRFE IS IESE 1 — T KR TIXEI ], ERERE IR IR B EHRER 5255 52X,
X BUYIE] VAT 1 T HR SRS HE K 2 22 SO — R EZE RN R SFENRFT, ibedaH
SUARZRCADY A+ RIS [], JEa AR SoRAE & LR E . MR EJWR. BRRB B R, 1kE
CE RN, HARFARA B MR B

L R BAVR AL — T AU ERSZ e R A IR, X DI PBIERAE S KR & . 26 24
= HARERIEAR AR BIPIIH . MBS PR, 55— MO A A B 8, 2 R AR
MIFE. BRI LR EREAE LR IR I P37 OGRS R 2R B AR T
R XA BLER NI E,  MERERFITE b g2 X — L ZORIE £ A RES HER 2
FME, Tyt OB R SO . N EA 32 B R, B A AT BLA A B4R
BRI 27 - B ) 7 B R O BRAS B X3, HISBRAE N mT A i T A RO B o BRATTA0 AR
FIERX— VIR ? HREREONUE TR 8810, fi 7 I Ee st st, (HRAZEEIL, HR=RFE
e MR VE R AR Y RUMSEAT YOS AL . ol AR e B SRR .
Pl EAE & 5 IXEEH R PER ML T HANTBER B D HREREARAFES ? Ak & F
LB ik: R EROARAT, BUFERIRITEA R, HR T, BUAERM 7. 7 KR B
NFRUEWI RT3, At A2 F a0 e RO A AT TR Al O A T =



Day 2 - 19" Feb 2015
% Reading: L AR 24:15-28

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, he did something that would lead to him being put to death. He
went to the Temple, pushed away all the decorations that had no place in the Temple, and said
words of reproach, words that would lead to his death. What did he say in the Temple? He
reproached those who turned the temple of God into a hive of thieves, and said that he himself
would tear it down and build it up again in three days. If you were a Jew, especially a religious leader,
these words would lead one to anger, to the extent of wanting to get rid of Jesus. To the Jews, the
Temple is a representation of God with them. In those times, as long as the Temple was present, to
the Jews it meant that God was amongst them. Therefore no one would say something so
outrageous or blasphemous about the Temple. To the religious leaders managing the Temple, when
Jesus said the place was like a thieves’ hive, it meant that Jesus was challenging their authority and
legitimacy. This was even harder to accept for the Temple leaders because they felt that their
positions as governors of the Temple had the approval of God. It was not allowed to challenge a
supreme and divine position such as theirs, and the majority of the Jews would not do that. They
gave utmost respect to the leaders in charge of the management and running of the Temple and
only prophets of God had the authority to rebuke them. Here, you can understand the feelings of
discontent they already had towards Jesus. Actually, Jesus only entered Jerusalem and did this in the
last seven days of his life. In the previous two years, he preached in his hometown, did some things
and had some altercations with the religious leaders. They felt that what Jesus said was in conflict
with what they said, and he seemed to be challenging and slandering their religion. Hence, even
though Jesus was their fellow Jew, there were reasons for the religious leaders to be unhappy with
him. Jesus made many pointed and caustic remarks, challenged their authority, their level of purity
and legitimacy, and worst of all, he unashamedly remarked that the Temple would be destroyed and
he would rebuild it in three days.
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Day 3 - 20" Feb 2015
22 Reading: 5 XHR T 24:29-44

In 23:37, Jesus lamented that he was also a prophet who would be killed. Before this, we see that he
was acknowledged in his role and image as a prophet. Besides being a prophet, what other kind of
person was Jesus assumed to be? The high priest stood up and asked him: “Are you the Messiah, the
Son of God?” This statement means: Are you the king anointed by God? In Israel back then, the king
was called the son of God, and the Messiah referred to the one chosen by God. Jesus replied that
they would see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds
of heaven. This statement means that he was at the same level as God. We see that the religious
leaders reacted very strongly. Ask yourself: Who is Jesus? Is he really who he says he is? Jesus was
killed because of what he revealed, and God redressed this by raising him from the dead. Why is it
important to be resurrected after three days? It is because without the resurrection, whatever was
said before would become meaningless, and Jesus would be unworthy of our worship. But because
of the resurrection, we see that it happened as he described, and he suffered and was crucified for
all these. Although he needed to prove himself in this manner, but this is the way in which God
speaks to us. Jesus Christ truly went through sin and death. You might say that there is no such thing
as sin, but there is, and it was already placed on him. Did he conquer death? Yes, he did. Therefore
we see true life and true forgiveness, because he took on sin and overcame it, and came back for us.
All these were done to make clear to us that everything is the truth, that God came amongst us and
went through all these. Christianity is not a set of theories, ideals and ideas, it is God personally
coming to speak and live among man. And all these started with a nation of Jews as witnesses, and
you see that Jesus received the approval from some among them. Unfortunately, they were unable
to see more clearly; hence | hope that during this period of Lent, we will be able to see all these
more clearly than they did.
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Day 4 - 21" Feb 2015
2 Reading: & KB 26:17-30

It is customary practice that the head of the household would preside over the feast. He would begin
by speaking the words of thanksgiving for the feast day, and lead saying of grace and singing of
Psalms. He would recite the great events of Israel’s redemption with rich symbolism employed by
the various elements of the meal. Thus, Jesus naturally assumes this leading role as He eats the
Passover meal with His disciples. Imagine the startled response of the disciples when the host of the
feast, taking and breaking the unleavened bread, He made no mention of the ancient exodus’ event,
but instead solemnly declared, “This is my body.” Jesus now invests the breaking of bread with new
meaning. It foreshadows His body figuratively broken and literally killed in His upcoming death. In
other words, the bread symbolizes the body of Jesus, which is about to be ‘broken’ on the cross.

This redemptive nature of His broken body becomes even clearer when Jesus took the cup, gave
thanks and offered it to the disciples, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” As a tradition, the cup of the
Passover meal is filled with red wine, symbolizing the blood of lambs sprinkled on the door posts
that enabled Israel’s homes to be passed over by the ‘angel of death’. Again, Jesus gives it a new
meaning by proclaiming that the cup of wine now stands for His blood poured out for many in His
death on the cross. Just as the blood of the Passover lambs had been a sign of salvation at the
beginning of Israel’s history, so Jesus’ blood poured out for many would be the sign of God’s saving
work in the end time. By adding the notion that it is His blood of the covenant for the forgiveness of
sins, Jesus indicates that the blood of His death will bring about the fulfillment of the new
covenantal relationship between God and the human race. It is a priceless blessing of the new
covenant. Furthermore, the new covenant sealed by Jesus’ blood would bring also the deliverance of
human race from slavery. The deliverance will not be like the first exodus; it will deal not with
slavery to the Egypt Pharaoh or any other external enemy but with slavery to sin. The Last Supper is
now the Lord’s Supper, and it becomes the ‘Christian Passover’.
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