Day 35 — 30" Mar 2015
O, K48 % Matthew 27:38-44

Our Lord Jesus was made a mockery of on the cross that fateful day. Matthew does not draw a distinction
between Jewish mockers from the Gentile mockers. In fact, the gentile Roman soldiers were the most vicious
of all the mockers of Jesus in the narrative. Matthew does not portray the Jews negatively as “Jesus killers”
or a totally positive view of the Gentiles, although such views were unfortunately prevalent in church history.

Matthew’s gospel tells us “the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.” To
revile someone is to use abusive language against that person, or to ridicule someone vehemently. The two
thieves insulted Jesus just as the crowd did. Some of you may be surprised, as this seems like a different
picture of the two thieves we often hear about in church. The account of the two thieves as described in
Matthew is relatively new to most Christians as the more famous one recorded in Luke often overshadows it.
Matthew’s account is almost identical to the version in Mark 15:27-32. Luke’s account was uniquely
different. Why are there two seemingly contrasting accounts of the two thieves? Whose account is more
accurate? One commentator (Michael J. Wilkins) believes that Luke continues where Mark and Matthew
leaves off. He believes that at the start, both thieves, together with the crowd, hurled insults and ridiculed
Jesus from the cross. But soon after, one of them realizes his own failings and acknowledges Jesus’
innocence instead. This reformed bandit exhibits a form of repentance that Jesus declares that he will be
with him in paradise that very day. The word “today” may not necessarily mean “that very day”. Instead, it is
likely to mean “this day and age”.

The thieves reminds us of the promise proposed by the mother of James and John (the sons of Zebedee),
who had asked Jesus to promise that her sons would sit on Jesus’ right and left when they are in his kingdom.
Matt 20:22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | am

to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right
hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”
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Here at the cross, the two thieves where not sitting next to Jesus, but were crucified with him, one on his
right and the other on his left. To call them thieves is really a misnomer. They were actually freedom fighters
who stole from the rich to finance their political ambition and revolution. They were crucified for their
political crime against the Roman Empire. The two thieves were more like revolutionaries, than robbers.
Jesus, falsely accused of political crimes, was crucified on the cross, together with the two freedom fighters
like rebels. But Jesus was a different kind of rebel. He fights against the sins of this world. “Many of us
crucify ourselves between two thieves - regret for the past and fear of the future.” Fulton Oursler

We wish we can change the past but at the same time, we fear changes in the future. We are never
contented. Regrets and Fears are robbing us of our Present today. Sometimes, our past makes a mockery of
our present. Maybe a failure in school, in life, in love, at work, has hindered our journey today. We have
heard stories about how some of these past failures make us afraid to take the new steps in faith today.
Sometimes, we question God’s presence when He seems to be silent and absent in our past. Just like the
crowd who did not understand that Jesus’ failure on the cross was really God’s success plan for the world,
we fail to understand God’s way is higher than our ways.

Like us, Jesus suffered much mockery and insult. Christians, somehow, are often made mockery of in this
world. To the world, Jesus was a fool. To many, Christians are fools. (See 1 Corinthians 1:18-31) The Christian
faith seems more and more ludicrous and untenable in today’s age of science and atheism. What are we to
do? Let us learn to be “Fools for God”! Not fools without understanding, but fools with a firm knowledge of
our Lord and Savior. Let us be fools who seek God with all our hearts, our minds, and our soul. Fools who live
for others and not for ourselves. Fools who would take up our own cross, sharing in the shame and suffering
of Jesus. The “defeated” Jesus on the cross is the same Jesus who is “victorious” in his resurrection three
days later. The One who is mocked on Good Friday will be vindicated on Easter Sunday.
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I, K8 F Matthew 27:45-56

Lent is about the suffering of Jesus. If we follow the accounts in the Gospels, we will observe that the
majority of reasons for His death on the cross were caused by Jesus Himself through the words He spoke,
the identity He claimed and the things He did. Jesus would not have been nailed on the cross if He did not
say what He said and if He did not insist on his unique identity. Therefore as rational people, we have to go
back to the reality of the matter to see why Jesus was crucified.

In Matthew 27:43: “for he said, ‘l am the Son of God’.” In Matthew 27:40: “You who are going to destroy the
temple and build it in three days”. In verse 29, He admitted to be the King of Jews and was mocked by the
soldiers. In fact, throughout His life, those who had short encounters with Him all discovered that He was
different. Such an evaluation was not made by Jesus Himself, but by Pilate who sentenced Him to death and
Pilate’s wife. In Mathew 27:19 and 27:24, Pilate said: | am innocent of this man’s blood... it is your
responsibility!” Jesus Himself also continuously insisted on His unique identity in front of the chief priests
and elders. In Matthew 27:11: “Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the
king of the Jews?’ ‘You have said so,” Jesus replied.” And before that, in Matthew 26:64: Jesus revealed yet
another unique identity of his: “you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven.” After hearing these words, the chief priests and elders were convinced
they could convict Jesus without the need for witnesses.

With these words — the identity that was claimed, the father and son relationship between Jesus and the
God of the Jews, the Messiah who was anointed by God and would be king of the Jews, the descendant of
David, the righteous man without a single flaw in the eyes of the Gentiles, who at the same time would
restore the temple for the Israelites — Jesus was crucified for His unique identity and all that He would carry
out. Jesus performed a lot of miracles but the Jews did not worship Him as God because of these miracles,
nor did they deny what He did. On the contrary, they questioned Jesus on the origins of the source of His
power, and when Jesus hinted at the answer, they accused Him of casting out demons using power granted
by the demon king. But they never denied the power that was demonstrated by Jesus.
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Some people believe in miracles. They will believe if you show them miracles. However, even from the first
century witnesses, the miracles performed by Jesus resulted in more who rejected Him. His disciples were by
His side and they experienced these miracles but they did not understand why Jesus did not go a step
further after performing the miracles. Here we have this man who had the power to perform miracles, who
insisted that he held a different identity, but did not get any returns from the people and even got crucified.

There have been people who felt that the accounts of Jesus have been fabricated by those who believe in
Him. In the face of such an accusation, let us be reminded that Jesus did not benefit from His work. In the
end, Jesus was rejected by the people and crucified. If this were a fabrication, a better ending would have
been created and not one filled with trial and punishment.

There are some who feel that people during Jesus’ time were unscientific and worshipped gods easily, hence
they believed that Jesus was God. If we review the reality recorded in the bible, this is what we find: If the
words spoken by Jesus were not believable, then even if He could perform miracles, it would not be enough
for people to accept Him as God and worship Him. On one hand, it was easy to believe in gods in those times
as such beliefs were prevalent then and people even believed in many gods. The Romans then even
worshipped their living emperor as a god. On the other hand, the Jews also believed there was a god, but
Jesus was unable to benefit from an environment of such beliefs through the things He did and the identity
He claimed. He was rejected and died because of these.

Conclusion: The bible gives us a true account of things. To the Jews, it was impossible to accept this Jesus
who spoke nonsense. It was impossible to accept him, even if unique phenomena occurred with him, and in
the end he was rejected. | hope this truth leads you to rethink and realise that Jesus was not fabricated by
the church. Things are not that simple. On the contrary, it shows us something more paradoxical. The more
He claimed to be different, the more it resulted in rejection and crucifixion.
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While on the cross Jesus cried out: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Why did Jesus cry
out? The reason is simple — because He was abandoned by God. These words were taken from Psalms
22, and although He only used the first phrase, we believe He applied the whole Psalm on Himself. As a
God-fearing Jew, we can also believe Jesus also applied Psalms 150 on Himself. The word “forsaken”
appears a few times in the book of Psalms. Psalms 74 talks about God forsaking his people, Psalms 78
talks about God forsaking his temple, Psalms 89 talks about God forsaking his anointed one, Psalms 22
and 27 talk about God forsaking the righteous. The psalmist in Psalms 130 and 138 pleads with God not
to abandon his creation. In this cry from Jesus, what does being forsaken mean? Let’s first see how we
express God’s presence in our daily lives. When we talk about God with us, there is peace in our hearts
and there is a feeling of being close to God. However, in the Old Testament, when there is mention of
God with his people, it is not about a person’s feelings, rather it is about the immediate effect brought
about by God’s presence. In Psalms 22, why did the Psalmist cry out “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” It was because he was suffering, persecuted and wronged, and this plight did not stop or
disappear, so he talked about God forsaking him because his situation would be different if God was
with him. After God told Moses that he would be with him, Moses’ actions and deeds were changed. In
the wilderness after God told his people that he would be with them, it did not mean that they would
be at peace at all times in the desert, rather that God would handle for them all the dangers that they
would face in the desert. Therefore when Jesus was crucified, bystanders hurled insults at Him: “You
who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the
cross, if you are the Son of God!” Truly, God has forsaken Him! God did not lift a finger nor had any
reaction, and this is the reality. Matthew wanted his readers to accept this reality.
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What special meaning does Jesus’ cry hold? It was the cry of someone who was dying, doesn’t it show
His weakness? Why did Matthew record Jesus’ cry in the Gospel? At the beginning of the Gospel of
Matthew, it is recorded that Jesus is also called Emmanuel, which means God with us. When is God with
us? Throughout our lives, the scariest experiences would be when we have grievances, and the ultimate
blow is death. Can this God really be with us? If Jesus really used his power to triumph over the
situation by coming down from the cross as suggested by the soldiers, then we would not be able to say
that Jesus understands the weakness of man. And in the weakest and most helpless stages of humanity,
we would not be able to say with confidence that God is with us. We can only wait in faith that God
would help us with his power. We can only persevere in faith, yet how many of us have such an
abundant amount of faith?

If this were the case, many of us would be without hope. However, we find that things did not happen
this way. Jesus cried out: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” He truly experienced the
abandonment and rejection suffered by man. From then on, we can boldly tell those who are suffering
in similar situations that “God is with you!” Regardless of whether your faith is sufficient, the fact is that
God is already with you. Jesus entered the direst state of rejection because of us, so that we know that
God truly can enter into the weakest, most vulnerable and darkest areas of humanity and even into
death; three days later He resurrected and become the most secure promise for us.

We are thankful to Jesus. With His last breath, the words He spoke have such meaning for us. Today, all
those who are wronged or persecuted, who cry out to the heavens “what do | do?” have hope from
Jesus’ cry. We know that we are not helpless or devastated, because we know that Jesus is already with
us through our weakest and hardest moments.
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