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Foreword:  
 
In BC 597, the army of the Babylon Empire laid siege to the city of 
Jerusalem, and as a result, the King of Judah with his people were 
taken as prisoners to Babylon. Prophet Ezekiel was one of them. 
After another 10 years, Babylon once again invaded Jerusalem 
and destroyed the city and the Temple. With this act, the nation 
of Israel was completely wiped out and the creating actions of 
God that started with Abraham came to a destructive end. 
 
Despite this, God continued to show his presence among the 
exiled. His prophet Ezekiel was with the exiled throughout this 
period and he preached to the people about God’s reproach, 
discipline and will. The end of the nation and the destruction of 
the Temple did not equate to the extermination of God’s people. 
The act of destruction was from God as a form of discipline and 
judgement on his people. 
 
As the people experienced the loss of lives and homes, and 
everything they owned, God spoke through his prophet Ezekiel to 
proclaim that God would make things new. He would bring about 
for His people a new shepherd King, a new spirit, a new heart, a 
new Temple, a new life as represented by living water, and a new 
God-man relationship. The words of the son of man Ezekiel was 
fulfilled in another son of man Jesus, in God’s good time. Jesus 
proclaimed, “I am the life, living water, good shepherd, Temple, 
King of Israel, and the giver of the Holy Spirit.” 
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How to use this Devotional Material?   

This devotional material is meant for our Advent spiritual 
preparation: to be ready to receive anew the good news of God 
for the liturgical year of 2018.  It can be complemented with 
worship, group discussions and personal journal writings to enrich 
the preparation process.  At the very least, it can be used in 4 
simple steps, cheekily labelled: PPAP. 

Prayer (P): Start with a prayer of enlightenment.  Ask for 
the Holy Spirit to guide you in your reflection of God's Word. 

Passage (P): Read the assigned biblical passage. 

Application (A): Read the reflection in the material for a 
deeper understanding of the text, and think about its meaning for 
your relationship with God. 

Prayer (P): End with a prayer for transformation.  Ask for 
God to enable to live out his Word. 
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Day 1        Dec 4 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 1:1-28a 
 

The Ancient Near East people regarded the eagle as the 
“lord of the sky”; the ox, as the “lord of the domestic animals; the 
lion, as the “lord of the beasts”, and the human as the “lord of the 
land”. The four living creatures were the 4-in-1 lords of the earth 
– the composite beings of the “lords” that the pagan people 
feared and worshipped.  In Ezekiel’s vision, at the climax of the 
divine revelation, he saw that the four living creatures were 
supporting Someone who was above them, someone who was far 
greater. The four creatures were actually bearers of a throne 
upon which a Master with the Glory of the LORD was seated.  
That Master is the God of Israel -- there is none like Him. 

 
Why was such a vision given to Ezekiel?  Look at the 

historical context of this book. During this period, the Babylonians 
were the unrivalled world supreme power. Jehoiakim, king of 
Judah who rebelled against his new master, Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar II, died in the midst of a siege of Jerusalem by 
Babylonian forces. Then, only 18-years of age, Jehoiachin took 
over the kingship from his father and saved the city from 
destruction by surrendering to Babylon. To prevent a revolt of the 
people, Nebuchadnezzar II deported the young king Jehoiachin 
and his family and Judah’s other finest leaders and craftsmen to 
Babylon. It was during this period that our prophet Ezekiel came 
into history. He was one among the exiled.  

 
Was God still with them in Exile? Was God powerless 

against the gods of Babylon? Could God be worshipped in a 
strange land? What was God going to do with His people? Ezekiel, 
called by God, rose to the occasion and spoke as God’s 
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mouthpiece to the Jewish exiles in Babylon. The Lord over all 
“lords” is the God of Israel -- there is none like Him.  As we begin 
this period of Advent, let this be our first assurance as well.  This is 
the God we worship. 

 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, let our faith in your lordship 

grow stronger each day. 
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Day 2       Dec 5 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 1.28 b - 3.11 
 

The Chinese have a saying: “ ≠ԍ ̆

≠ԍ Ȃ” As people in the olden days say: “medicine benefits 
your health, and truth benefits your soul”. God has given a 
medicine that is hard to swallow. Of course, Ezekiel was not the 
one taking this medication. He was responsible for feeding the 
medicine. However, when the medicine is bitter and difficult to 
swallow, it becomes unbearable for both the person taking the 
medicine and the person giving the medicine. A lot of parents 
might identify with that. Feeding someone the medicine can be 
harder than eating it. Ezekiel was called by the Lord to be a 
messenger of the news to the Israelites. Ezekiel’s message was 
largely about God’s trials for them, and about impending disasters. 
Simply put, these were things that the people did not want to 
hear. The medicine was bitter, and the truth hurt.  We might think 
that the stubbornness of the Israelites was reason enough for 
Ezekiel to refuse this task. However, the passage brought up the 
same point three times (2:2,5; 3:11). Regardless of the Israelites’ 
reactions, regardless of the result, this was something that Ezekiel 
had to do. 

 
Thankfully, God would prepare his servant. Ezekiel did not 

bear the burden of the task alone, but relied on God’s strength. 
God repeatedly told Ezekiel not to be afraid or terrified. No 
matter how resistant or stubborn the Israelites were, Ezekiel had 
the encouragement and comfort from God. God wanted Ezekiel to 
be more thick-skinned than the Israelites. God could make Ezekiel 
as hardened as the Israelites were. God could enable Ezekiel’s 
perseverance to triumph over the Israelites’ stubbornness. He was 
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indeed the bane of a rebellious nation. God not only gave Ezekiel 
courage, but also perseverance. 

 
Prayer: God's truth may hurt, but to the one who obeys, 

ƘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ άŀ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ which yields its fruit 
in season ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭŜŀŦ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘŜǊέ όtǎŀƭƳ мΥоύΦ May we let 
9ȊŜƪƛŜƭΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
strive continuously in our mission of evangelism. 
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Day 3        Dec 6 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 3:12-27 
 
The first task given by God to Ezekiel was to be the 

watchman of the house of Israel. The duty of a watchman was to 
position himself high up on the city walls, survey the landscape 
and signal any detection of approaching enemies so that the city 
could adequately prepare its troops and residents. By appointing 
Ezekiel the prophet to be his watchman, thus giving him the roles 
of both prophet and watchman, was how God wanted to warn His 
people of impending disasters, just as past prophets Hosea and 
Jeremiah did. The sheer weight of his responsibilities left Ezekiel 
confused, troubled and fearful. God helped Ezekiel manage his 
lack of confidence by showing him His glory once again at the 
plains through His spirit. This allowed Ezekiel to accept his 
responsibilities with compliance and reverence. God reappeared 
to Ezekiel and showed him His glory, just as he had seen by the 
Kebar River. This helped Ezekiel overcome his apprehension and 
fear in being called; Ezekiel “threw himself face down”, accepting 
with reverence God’s call for him to be the watchman. 

 
God wanted Ezekiel to “shut himself in his house”. He 

even said that He would “make his tongue stick to the roof of his 
mouth so that he will be silent”. Didn’t God appoint Ezekiel as 
watchman? How did God expect Ezekiel to carry out his role as 
watchman by putting these constraints on him? Ezekiel was “shut” 
because he was put on house arrest at that time; he was “silent” 
as he was not allowed to speak of God’s warning publicly, so as 
not to disrupt the hearts of the people. Ezekiel’s inability to speak 
freely further demonstrated that his capacity to speak was in 
God’s hands and completely up to God: his silence reflected God’s 
silence; his words God’s words. Through him, God maintained his 
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grace towards the Israelites, choosing to provide warning to them 
at the right time, allowing them the chance to repent. 
Nevertheless, God also warned: “Those who listen will listen, but 
the indifferent will refuse.” Those who choose to keep their 
hearts hardened will bear the consequences. 

 
Prayer: Lord, please guide us to follow your will and listen 

to your advice. 
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Day 4        Dec 7 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 4:1-5:17 
 
Ezekiel was asked to draw the outline of the city of 

Jerusalem on the clay brick. He was actually prophesizing about 
the second siege of Jerusalem which occurred later in 587 BC.  
Then, the laying on the left and right sides, and the co-relating 
days indicated that the northern kingdom of Israel had betrayed 
God much longer than the southern kingdom of Judah. Ezekiel 
was asked to “turn your face toward the siege of Jerusalem” (v. 7) 
as a symbolism of facing or witnessing the judgment on Jerusalem. 
The prophet would be tied with a rope as a symbol of being 
bound by the actualization of God’s prophecy. Israel could not 
escape God’s punishment and judgment. All of Israel and Judah 
would come under judgment. Ezekiel was then asked to bake 
multi-grain bread-cake over human/cow dung. This was common 
in places of famine, where fuel was scarce. God was going to 
defile his own people just as how baking bread over dung was an 
act of defilement. It was considered unclean by the Jewish people. 

 
The final result of a siege was usually a famine. And the 

lowest point of a famine was when it would end with cannibalism.  
This horrible judgment was dramatically expressed by Ezekiel’s 
shave. Jews of the past did not shave their hair or beard, 
especially those in the priesthood (Lev 19:27).  A third of his hair 
he would burn to symbolize those who would die during the siege. 
Then, when the city was penetrated by the enemies, many would 
be slaughtered as they attempted to run away. This was 
symbolized by the chopping of a third of Ezekiel’s hair with his 
sword. The final third of his hair would be scattered into the wind. 
As all the hair was blown and dispersed, Ezekiel’s audience could 
see the remaining people of God vanishing before their eyes. 
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In the midst of all the horrific prophecy, you might have 

missed one verse. Most of the hair would be destroyed. But there 
would be a remnant preserved by God. Jerusalem was destroyed. 
But at Babylon, Ezekiel was speaking to a group of exiled people 
away from Jerusalem. Hopefully some would listen and repent.  

 
Prayer: O Lord, from the ashes of a fallen nation, you built 

your kingdom once again through the coming of Jesus our Lord.  
Thank you Lord. 
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Day 5        Dec 8 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 6:1-14           
 
God asked Ezekiel to face the mountains not to praise of 

its magnificence, but to proclaim death towards the mountains. 
Did “mountains of Israel” refer to the central mountain ranges or 
Judea? Contrary to the flatlands of Babylon, these territories were 
mountainous. God told the high places and the altars built on 
them of His intent to destroy them, and to throw them down and 
slay them in front of their idols. 

 
Once the corpses have littered the high places, 

scavenging birds and beasts would come for food. This scene of 
judgement towards idol worshippers would remind the reader of 
Moses’ last instruction (Deuteronomy 28:15-57). These 
occurrences were not coincidental; the ancestors already 
promised to serve God. This was because God remembered his 
promise and abided by it. 

Verses 8-10 comprise of three main points: first, survivors 
would “remember” the Lord and “loathe” themselves; second, 
they would greatly regret their pursuit of idols; and third, they 
would “know that I am the LORD”. The Lord did not strike in a fit 
of anger, but only after repeated warning and reprimand. This 
was to fulfil God’s covenant with Abraham, which was to bless the 
nations through his descendants. And since his descendants have 
strayed away, God had to intervene.  

The prophecy that was announced after the acts of 
“clapping hands” and “stamping feet” (verses 11-17) reflected 
God’s anger and sadness. The prophet expressed the heavy-
heartedness of God.  Thereafter, people would die by the sword, 
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famine and pestilence – and by then “they will know that I am the 
LORD”. 

In the past, Israel was reprimanded by God because of 
their misplaced reliance on idols and the gods behind them. The 
fault laid not in the Israelites’ failure to worship God, but in them 
not considering God as real, choosing instead to believe in the 
riches and fertility promised by idols and deity. 

This is a timely reminder to us: what are we worried 
about? What do we pursue and care about? 

Prayer: LORD, we need to keep our eyes on you, and know 
you as the Lord that we look to. 
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Day 6        Dec 9 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 8:1-10:22 

Fourteen months after Ezekiel’s first vision of God, God 
gave him another vision. This time, the vision was about God’s 
judgment on his people. In the vision, there was a “statue which 
provokes jealousy” placed at the door of the temple (8:3) and 
Jerusalem was filled with injustice and violence (8:17), so God had 
to announce His eminent judgement on the Israelites. To execute 
the judgement were the six men in verse 9:2. Among them was 
one dressed in linen with a writing kit at his side. This man had an 
important role: to mark those who “moan and groan over all the 
abominations practiced in it”, and were still loyal to the LORD, 
these people would eventually be spared from His wrath. Those 
without the mark were ordered to be struck down by the 
executor. The act of striking began at the sanctuary, as the 
sanctuary had already been defiled by the idols. When the kill 
order was made, Ezekiel saw the glory of God rise from the 
Tabernacle (God’s throne in humanity) to the threshold of the 
temple. At the time of the kill order and judgement upon His 
people, His glory had to leave the sanctuary. 

To the people of Israel, when God left the Temple, there 
was no longer an avenue for them to build a relationship with God. 
For God would no longer listen to them (8:18) and this signified 
the broken relationship between God and man.  As the chosen 
people of God, we should heed this warning.  Now we do not live 
in Old Testament times, God has already shown his glory to all 
humankind through his Son Jesus Christ. 

Prayer: Let us continue to be in Christ, such that our lives 
Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΦ 
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Day 7        Dec 11 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 12:1-20 
 
Ezekiel represented the word of God when he carried out 

his acts.  Ezekiel was told to dig through the wall, as the wall 
would soon be destroyed by her enemies.  The covering of his 
face signified that God was going to turn a blind eye to the house 
of Israel. God would no longer watch over the house of Israel. 
Beginning from v. 12, the attention shifted to Zedekiah, the last 
king of Judah. He would lift his bag upon his shoulders and the 
house of Israel would bring the prince out through the wall. 
Together with the house of Israel, Zedekiah would be judged by 
the Lord.  Like Ezekiel, he would also cover his own face. The 
prince would not see the land with his eyes.  Finally, Ezekiel was 
there shaking violently, and he was doing that while trying to eat 
and drink. With hands shaking in such a manner, how much food 
can you put into your mouth? With a body shaking like this, how 
much water can you swallow? And so, as Ezekiel trembled and 
shook, he slowly acted out the desperation and helplessness 
expressed in the prophecy. 

 
Very often, we are rebellious like the house of Israel. We 

know what God wants, but we choose to do otherwise. Our 
journey in life is never smooth-sailing. In every journey, there will 
be moments of decisions, hard decisions. Do we turn left or do we 
turn right? Do we rest now or do we walk on? Some critical 
decisions may lead to dire consequences. We will live with those 
consequences, whether good and bad, for the rest of our lives.  
Our response is to seek that which is true peace. And this is what 
Jesus says in John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
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be troubled and do not be afraid.” A life dependent on Jesus is a 
life without fear. 

 
Prayer: Restore Us, O Lord.  Even in God’s abandonment, 

there is hope. There is hope when we repent.  
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Day 8        Dec 12 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 14:12-15:8 
 
The inhabitants of Jerusalem were just like a vine to God. 

But instead of using the imagery to express how intimate they 
were to God, he used it to show how useless they were to him. 
They were only good for burning. Not only that, after they were 
burnt to the core, they became even more useless. In the same 
way, God was going to destroy these people by fire. And even 
though there might be some that would survive the initial 
destruction, God would continue the destruction until it was 
complete. Before the destruction, the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were of no value to God. The remainders of the vine after being 
burnt by fire, referring to those who escaped the siege of 
Jerusalem, they were worth nothing as well. The imagery of the 
vine brought out the thoroughness and completeness of the 
destruction. 

 
In the coming judgment of God, only those who were 

righteous would be saved. But they could only save themselves. 
No one else, not even their own children, could be saved by their 
righteousness. The next generation were not presumed to be 
innocent, they would be judged for their righteousness just like 
every other individual. And to those who were upset or angry 
about this, God would show them proof. There would be some 
survivors who would escape the destruction of Jerusalem. These 
survivors belonged to the younger generation, they were “the 
sons and daughters”. They would eventually reach the exiled in 
Babylon. Ezekiel's audience could see for themselves their 
conduct and their actions. They would see that the next 
generation was just as evil as their parents. This was why God’s 
judgment had to be complete. 
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Jesus said in John 15:  5 “I am the vine; you are the 

branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in 
me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such 
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

 
Just as how the imagery of the vine was transformed by 

Ezekiel to knock the Israelites out of their comfort zone, Jesus also 
transforms the imagery. This time, God is not just the gardener; 
God is within the vine itself. As so Jesus says “remain in me” 
because “in him was life”(John 1:4). “And that life was the light of 
man”. Brothers and sisters, this devotional material on Ezekiel is a 
good time to review God’s calling for us. There is the useless vine, 
and there is the fruitful vine. The determining factor is faithfulness. 
“8 I will make the land desolate because they have been 
unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD.” This is why Jesus calls us 
to abide in him. We have to let his words remain in us. These 
words are manifested in our actions and in our conduct, the same 
test as it was for the sons and daughters of the Israelites. Bearing 
fruits is the way for us to show that we are the true disciples of 
Jesus.  

 
Prayer: May God remember our faithfulness and count us 

as righteous on the day of judgment. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

Day 9        Dec 13 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 16:1-52 
 
Ezekiel had intentionally challenged the popular 

perceptions of Israel’s sacred traditions which were rooted in the 
call of their great ancestor Abraham from Chaldean Ur and their 
exodus from Egypt.  Here, Ezekiel mockingly reminded Israel that 
if they thought they could go back to Abraham and the Exodus as 
their backing especially in all their wickedness, they were wrong! 
They were aliens in the land of the Canaanites. An unwanted child 
born out of wedlock!  God took pity on Israel and Israel was given 
a new lease of life.  God saved Israel from death and brought her 
up as his own. The one who was unloved was now loved by God 
himself. This covenant was made by God with Israel from the very 
beginning. Israel was the Chosen Nation and Yahweh was their 
God.  

 
However, she became a nymphomaniac whore who 

would never be satisfied sexually. This imagery of sexual 
promiscuity with other nations was used by Ezekiel to express 
Israel’s political promiscuity. Instead of obeying God’s 
commandments, Israel had been making political deals with many 
other countries at the cost of worshipping their gods.  Because of 
Israel’s unfaithfulness, God would gather all her lovers against 
her. But note this: God should not be understood as an abusive 
husband bent on revenge but rather a pitiful forlorn lover who 
was shamed by his wife’s unfaithfulness. 

 
She suffered on account of her own sinfulness.  According 

to the Levitical laws, the judgments of God were just and in 
keeping with the offence. 
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Even though Israel had not remembered the covenant 
with Yahweh, Yahweh would still keep to his side of the covenant, 
“I will remember my covenant with you in the days of your youth, 
and I will establish for you an everlasting covenant” (v. 60). This 
was Ezekiel’s message to the unfaithful Israel: even though you 
had shamed your husband, he would continue to love you. God’s 
love for Israel was established in an everlasting covenant!  When 
God punishes us, very often, he carries the burden of our 
wrongdoings instead. In this case, forgiveness is the basis for 
repentance, not the other way round. We are moved to repent 
and turn back to God because God has forgiven us. And he already 
has in Jesus Christ. 

 
Prayer: O Lord, thank you for your forgiveness and your 

sacrifice for a new covenant! (John 8:1-11) 
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Day 10        Dec 14 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 17: 1-24 
 
The last king of Judah, King Zedekiah, was judged because 

he had broken the promise he made in God’s name to 
Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah was evil in his ways and already 
deserving of judgment. Why did Ezekiel focus on Zedekiah’s 
promise? Breaking a promise seemed minor in comparison.  The 
answer lies in the fable of the 2 eagles and the vine. The story was 
about a vine that was planted by a magnificent eagle. It was 
placed on fertile soil and given abundant water. It could have 
borne fruits and become a splendid vine. Yet when another eagle 
came along, the vine turned its attention. It wanted water from 
the other eagle instead.  This vine was unfaithful towards its 
benefactor, the first eagle. It was ungrateful. It deserved to be 
punished. The vine referred to Zedekiah. He wanted more 
independence from Babylon. He could argue that he was doing it 
for the good of his people because he could stop paying tributes. 
He could rely on Egypt for help. He was only a puppet king but 
now he could become a real king.  

 
However, Zedekiah’s actions demonstrated his 

ingratitude and unfaithfulness. Zedekiah could rule because of his 
promise made in God’s name. Yet Zedekiah wanted more when 
he had the backing of Egypt. To break covenants and treaties 
when the situation favours you – that is the mark of a mercenary 
and treacherous person. 

 
Keeping a covenant is important to God because God 

relates to us in a covenantal relationship. God declares that he is 
the true glorious gardener, even more glorious than the 2 eagles 
in the story. He is in control of every vine, every tree and every 
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cedar. The strength of his covenant is based on his divine word, “I 
the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.” Therefore, we are all 
living by God's grace. Our response must be to live in gratitude to 
God's grace. Be careful about breaking your covenant with God. 
There are many temptations out there that may promise you 
favours and security, but our promise is to God. We have received 
his grace. We should keep to our word. 

 
Prayer: O Lord, help us keep our covenant with you. 
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Day 11        Dec 15 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 20:1-44 
 
Verses 1-26:  Some elders of Israel came to seek the Lord 

but God refused to speak to them and instead chastised them 
through Ezekiel. God spoke about Israel as the chosen people who 
were led out of Egypt into the Promised Land, which was most 
beautiful of all lands. Yet this covenantal people, starting from 
their ancestors, did not honour the name of the Lord. They 
worshipped idols, they dishonoured themselves, rebelled against 
Yahweh, and did not follow the decrees and laws given by the 
Lord. They desecrated the Sabbath. Now Yahweh announced that 
his wrath would soon be poured over them to destroy them, for 
they had defamed the name of the Lord among the nations. 
However, the Lord proclaimed that for his own name’s sake, he 
would withhold his judgment and punishment, as the nations had 
seen Yahweh leading them out of Egypt. If he were to pour down 
his judgment, it would further defame the name of the Lord 
among the nations.  (See 20: 9, 14, 22, 27, 39). 

 
Verses 27-44 The LORD declared that if the people of 

Israel were to continue to do things that provoked Yahweh, He 
would have to punish them for the sake of His name.  God would 
judge and rule the people of Israel with his mighty hands and 
outstretched arms. The Lord would eliminate the rebellious and 
disobedient people among them, and once again lead them out 
from the nations, gather them and accept their offering, and allow 
them to enter the land given by God. For He is Yahweh, and he 
would have to exercise His judgment, so that they would repent 
from their evil deeds.   
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In this passage, God proclaimed He is the sovereign Lord 
above all.  And three times God said He would execute judgment, 
but ultimately God wanted the people to turn away from their 
disobedience and sins. Apart from proclaiming judgment, Yahweh 
also proclaimed that those who followed the decrees would live. 
This shows us that the laws and decrees given to the people of 
God were not meant to burden them; but rather for them to live 
lives that stand out from the nations, and to let the nations know 
that He is Lord. 

 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us the Word.  

Please keep our minds on you, and may we live a life that shows 
reverence and awe towards you. Let us always be ready to obey 
you and live out your commands. 
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Day 12        Dec 16 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 23 
 
The exploits of two sisters, Oholah and Oholibah, refer to 

Samaria and Jerusalem. Oholah means “she who has her own tent” 
and Oholibah means “my tent (is) within her”, referring to the 
tabernacle in the wilderness and to the holy of holies in the 
Jerusalem temple respectively. What is painted for us here is a 
tale of prostitution, lust, betrayal, defilement, nakedness and 
promiscuity.  The sisters Oholah and Oholibah threw themselves 
at foreign lovers. What was the appeal of these “foreign lovers”? 
Israel was always prone to being lured by more sophisticated or 
more powerful civilisations.  Israel relentlessly sought 
partnerships and alliances for the sake of political power. Israel's 
harlotries with them were not merely political liaisons, but also 
involved an acceptance of Assyrian idols (7b). Later in the passage 
(v 22-29), we are told how Yahweh would judge the sisters. It 
would be these same lovers – the Babylonians, the Chaledeans, 
the Assyrians – who would all rip into the sisters. They would 
violently strip them of their clothes and their jewellery. 

 
While we may feel that characters such as Oholah and 

Oholibah are light years away from us, let us not be too quick to 
judge. When have you been unable to tear yourself away from 
something even though you know you should? What has more of 
a hold over you that you’d like to admit?  Young people trawl the 
internet on forums looking for companionship and love, or, more 
prosaically, pornography and other forms of excitement and 
stimulation. Older brothers and sisters might pour themselves 
into their families, to the exclusion of all else. Search your own 
hearts, and with the clarity from the Holy Spirit, see which desires 
and longings of yours that God is asking you to look more closely 
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at.  For those of us struggling with our own addictions, whether in 
secret or known, we know there is hope. Even through all the 
heart-breaking chapters of Israel’s sins and betrayals, God was 
faithful, if only Israel were willing.  This is the promise that we 
hold on to. For those of us who are prone to idols and constantly 
straying, God is still there for us. 

 
Prayer: O Lord, help us overcome our strongholds. Not by 

power, not by might, but by your Spirit. 
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Day 13        Dec 18 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 34 
 

The irresponsible shepherds that were mentioned were 
the Kings of Israel. They were good at exploiting their own people, 
without caring for the needy, and this was the reason why God 
sent his judgment.  The poor faced oppression, those who lacked 
discernment were led to worship idols, and the weak suffered 
shame when they were actually innocent. Eventually their nation 
fell apart, and people were subject to slaughter, exile and 
humiliation. The price of the shepherds' sins was the fall of 
Jerusalem. These evil shepherds were named and attacked by 
God, and their flock was hence lost and scattered. Israel thus 
faced the darkest period in their history.  

 
Who were the fat sheep and who were the lean sheep? 

The fat sheep were the political and religious leaders in Israel. The 
lean sheep were those who had suffered injustice under the 
hands of the fat sheep.  We see social injustice all around us. 
Closer to home, we hear of stories about family violence and 
abuse; sometimes, verbal and sexual abuse by fathers of their 
own daughters and sons. The homeless and the hungry are at our 
doorsteps, but we are throwing away food because we ordered 
too much. Some of us may not think that, be it individually or 
directly, we are contributing to the problem of poverty, but 
collectively, Singapore as a rich nation may be consuming more 
than we need. 

 
God is the ultimate shepherd-king of Israel. Even though, 

throughout Israel’s colourful history, we see the rise and fall of 
many shepherds. God may have commissioned prophets, judges 
and human kings as his representatives on earth, but in many 
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ways, they remained only as God’s representatives. Ultimately, 
God is still Israel’s true shepherd-king.  What does the world look 
like after God’s restoration?  It is a world as God intended it to be 
before the disobedience of Man. There is harmony between the 
animals and humans, between humans and God. There is a 
harmonious relationship between man and woman, between the 
land and Man. The land is fertile and the harvest is plentiful. No 
matter how corrupted the world may have become, the blessings 
of God are endless. The promise of God’s covenant of peace will 
reign forever. 

 
Prayer: O Lord, you are my shepherd!  Guide us, and bring 

peace to this land. 
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Day 14        Dec 19 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 35:1-36:15          
 
Through using the literary tool of personification in 

Ezekiel 35:1 - 36:15, this section narrates  prophet Ezekiel’s 
prophecy of curse towards the mountains of Senir and message of 
revival and punishment for her enemies toward the mountains of 
Israel. Mt. Senir is the home of the Edom people who have had a 
long historical feud with the Israelites. Taking advantage of 
Jerusalem's capture and the invasion of Judah by Babylon, the 
Edomites pillaged the Israeli lands and boasted about their 
invasion.  In light of the occupation, Ezekiel cursed the land of 
Edom to turn into desolate waste.  

The mountains of Israel were an inheritance from God to 
the Israelites. Even though they were sent into exile due to their 
evil deeds, God still protected their inheritance.  Ezekiel 
prophesied that those who plundered the Israelites would not 
always be victorious; instead, they would be subjected to 
punishment. On the contrary, God's children who had been 
discriminated against, ridiculed and bullied by the nations would 
receive his consolation and blessings. Upon their return to Israel, 
their agriculture and population would be restored. Land that was 
previously desolate would once again be filled with people, they 
would experience prosperity and bountiful harvests.  

Ezekiel's prophecies brought comfort to those in exile, as 
it illustrated that God had not forsaken them. Their barren 
homeland would also be revitalised because of God's blessings. 
God's faithfulness and promise ignited the Israelites' hope and 
confidence, giving them the courage to survive in order to rebuild 
their home.  
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Because of God's faithfulness and promise, we can 
receive Jesus Christ's redemptive grace. With every Advent, we 
commemorate and give thanks to Jesus for giving us faith and 
hope through his incarnation. Regardless of the difficulties that lie 
ahead, we wait patiently for his second coming - for this 
underlying hope that assures us of his accompanying providence 
and grace, which gives us the strength and courage to carry on.  

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, we ask for you to bestow 
upon us stronger confidence and hope. Teach us that you are the 
Lord we should trust, regardless of the situation that we face. In 
the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.  
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Day 15        Dec 20 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 36:16-38 
 
The start of this passage compared the Israelites' conduct 

to females' monthly uncleanliness that caused their homeland to 
be defiled. There are two types of defilement - first, wanton 
violence and bloodshed; second, idol worship. Because of unruly 
behaviour, the Israelites incurred God's wrath and were driven 
out of their homeland. Leviticus 18:24-25 pointed out that the 
Israelites were not to defile themselves and their land like 
foreigners. If they did, God would punish them for their sins and 
expel them from home.  

 
From verses 24-38, God made a list of renewal promises. 

He vowed to bring the Israelites back to their land and cleanse 
them from their impurities and idols. He would also give them a 
new heart and spirit, replacing their heart of stone with a heart of 
flesh. He would also put his spirit in the Israelites and move them 
to follow his decrees and laws, thereafter he would let them live 
in their ancestors’ land, where He would make an eternal 
covenant with them. They would be his people and he would be 
their God (v.28). He would cultivate the desolate land into the 
Garden of Eden (v.35) and multiply their people like sheep so that 
the ruined cities would be filled with flocks of people as numerous 
as sheep for offering during appointed feasts (vv.37-38).   

 
With a new creation brought about by a new heart and 

spirit, the Lord has spoken and will accomplish it. Today, we wait 
for God who is incarnate among us – Jesus Christ – to fulfill the 
Heavenly Father's promises, to rejuvenate us with a new heart 
and spirit. He will transform us from chaos and disorder into a 
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new life of order, and from a desolate land into a bustling land full 
of life. 

 
Prayer: God, we pray for you to give us a pure heart filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and move us to follow your decree, like the life 
of Jesus Christ.  
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Day 16        Dec 21 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

God's spirit led Ezekiel to a valley full of bones. He saw a 
great many bones on the floor of the valley, and they were very 
dry. These dry bones were the house of Israel. Why was the house 
of Israel being abandoned at a warzone for such a lengthy period? 
The answer is that this was a punishment given by God to his 
people. Initially, God called upon Ezekiel to preach the message of 
God's judgement and repentance to a group of rebellious and 
hard-hearted Israelites, but now Ezekiel's task was to preach to 
the bones, and urge them to listen to the Word of the Lord. God’s 
spirit creates and recreates.  God worked on the bones and made 
them into a body, and then God gave breath to the bones, making 
the bodies alive again.  

 
The Israelites in exile realised that their current lives were 

akin to the dry bones, devoid of hope. However, after witnessing 
the miracle of reviving the bones, God instructed Ezekiel to 
convey his words to the exiled: “I am going to open your graces 
and bring you up from them…you will know that I am the Lord”. In 
their land of exile, the Israelites somehow lived like the dead; they 
had no feel of life. Their current state of desperation was further 
compounded by the destruction of their holy city and Temple for 
worship. Their condition was no different from being dead and 
buried in a grave; they were completely lifeless. God told the 
exiled that he would fill them with his spirit and they would live. 
His spirit would rejuvenate them. Whatever they were 
experiencing now was not their fate or the end of life. On the 
contrary, what they would experience was the revelation that 
God’s spirit would bring them redemptive new life. This was God’s 
promise for their renewal. Yes, God would let his people be 
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revived.  And he would take them from the land of exile back to 
their homeland of Jerusalem to live a new life.  

 
Prayer: Dear God, rejuvenate us and fill us with the Holy 

Spirit.  
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Day 17        Dec 22 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 37:15-28 
 

Israel would be reunited as they were intended to be. 
After such a long time, after generations, the 12 tribes would be 
gathered again.  God said: “They will be my people, to serve me, 
and I will be their God, to save them and to make them happy. 
David, my servant, shall be king over them, to fight their battles, 
to protect them from injury, and to rule them, and overrule all 
things that concern them for their good. He shall be their 
shepherd, to guide them and provide for them.”  Defilement and 
idolatry would be in the past, and the people would follow God’s 
laws and keep his statutes. What makes this possible? It is the 
covenant of peace that God makes with his people that holds 
everything together.  And because of what God has done, God’s 
dwelling place will be among them. 

 
In this passage, the word used in Ezekiel is “nasi” which is 

Prince rather than “melek” which is King. The phrase “my servant 
David” gives us a clue that the tone is different from the “king” 
that rules, and that this ruler does it in service. From the shepherd 
boy David to the Great Shepherd Jesus taking care of us, the ruler 
is a servant. Christ, the suffering servant is this Davidic ruler, 
Israel's King of old.  What does it mean to you that one day all of 
us, whether Jew, Catholic, Christian, whatever denomination we 
are, will be one people under the same King? The ecumenical 
movement refers to efforts to work together with other Christian 
churches or denominations, with Christian unity as the goal.  
Ezekiel was proclaiming and acting out a goal that God will bring 
about in His own time and in His own way.  In the case of 
Singapore, there is the National Council of Churches of Singapore 
(NCCS). NCSS says it is founded “as an association of Churches and 
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other Christian organizations, each believing that it is Christ’s will 
that His Body, the Church, should again be visibly one, and each 
desiring to work towards this end “. 

 
Prayer: O Lord, we pray for the unity of your people.  We 

serve one King, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Day 18       Dec 23 
 

Passage̔Ezekiel 38-39 
 
Today’s passage prophesied the removal of fear by 

recounting the fall of Israel’s enemy – Gog from the land of 
Magog. The two names are a puzzle to bible readers. In the case 
of Gog, names including Babylon (personified) and Alexander the 
Great had been put forward to locate him in history (the same has 
been done for Magog). However, all attempts made are 
unconvincing, leaving the questions on identity and location 
unanswered. Nonetheless, the message of the prophecy is clear. 
The formidable enemy would be exterminated and its weapons of 
destruction would be recycled by the Israelites into a free supply 
of consumables. The point not to be missed is that it is God who 
performs such a feat from start to finish. 

 
The credibility of the prophecy does not need to be 

compromised by the indefiniteness of Gog and Magog. God had 
performed the same feat when he freed Israel from the clutches 
of the Pharaoh through Moses. Like Gog, Pharaoh represented 
overwhelming evil power. Like Gog, Pharaoh was unwittingly led 
by God to torment the Israelites, till the tenth plague was issued. 
Like God, he was simply no match for the hands that operated the 
natural forces. And finally, like Gog, his fall manifested the glory 
and holiness of God.  

 
In life we find adversaries. Our world has seen dictators, 

aggressors, predators and invaders. In our immediate circles, we 
may have encountered schemers and bullies. And although 
miraculously-wrought smashing victories remain few and far 
between, the prophecy reveals to us a God who is all powerful 
and able to deliver us from the worst plight; a God who is able to 
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remove our worst fears and grant us rest.  
 

One desired effect of biblical prophesies is the shaping of 
our outlook toward life and our appreciation of God for who he 
truly is. Is this morning’s reading doing this for us?  

 
Prayer: Oh Lord, help us overcome our fears and worries 

and remember clearly that you are the one who is in control of 
history. Empires rose, yet none could withstand the test of time, 
You are the only one who is always here for us. Oh Emmanuel, 
come. 
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