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Prologue
This year, we have chosen the genealogy of the Gospel of
Matthew as our scripture reading for Advent. The theme is ‘God
has spoken’. Although the genealogy only contains 17 verses, we
have an additional scripture reference every day which will lead
you to the relevant text in the Old Testament.

Our Advent materials bring us through the short passage of 17
verses to see the creation work of God. Jesus is the main
character, and the story culminates and is made complete in him.
In Jesus, God fulfilled his will.

God has spoken in the past, so let us pay full attention to Him –
through His words the world was created, and may His work and
words once again become alive before our eyes. Through your
Advent journey, you may feel the urge to write down your own
prayer, or you may be compelled to express the fervour in your
heart in art, or even yearn to copy out this genealogy and frame
it. May this journey prepare you as a witness for the coming of
Christ.

We pray that you and I will be renewed and made more aware of
the God who speaks and makes Himself known!
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Day 1

Dec 3

Matthew 1:1
This is the record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of
David, the son of Abraham.
Scripture reference: Genesis 17
In the Gospel of Matthew, the genealogy opens the first chapter,
and leads on to the Jesus event. There are similar examples in
the Old Testament, such as the one in the book of Genesis, which
opens the first chapter with God creating heavens and the earth,
and ends with Joseph’s death in Egypt. But Genesis uses the
phrase ‘this is the account of so and so’ as a marker, to link up
events or characters that could be far apart in time. The purpose
of these accounts is not to provide details for readers to do
accurate calculation, but to correlate events.
If we follow the sequence of how the Greek Bible was originally
written, the first sentence in the Gospel of Matthew should look
like this, ‘… the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.’ David’s name came first, followed by
Abraham’s. The names in the genealogy are segregated into
three sections, with each section containing 14 generations.
Matthew is not historically accurate in covering all the
generations from Abraham to Joseph (the husband of Mary),
hence we need to understand the purpose of Matthew’s
presentation of the genealogy this way. In fact, understanding
the purpose is more important than checking the accuracy of the
list.
Genesis is written from the start, at the creation of heavens and
the earth, to the genealogy of Abraham, with the focus moving
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to Abraham. Similarly, Matthew’s intention was to highlight to
his readers, that the Jesus event is another creation of our
Creator – Yahweh, who is also the covenantal God of Israel. The
Jesus event correlates to the Abraham event.
We have Genesis 1 to 11 as the meta background, before the
story is zoomed in on Genesis 12:1 where Abraham was called,
and we notice the phrase that appears in Genesis 11:27 “this is
the account of Terah”. This presentation reveals to us that God
will bring about His creation through this family. And Matthew
saw that the birth of Jesus had brought about Yahweh’s creation
work in human history. God wanted to manifest His work among
the Israelites, to change and bring about renewal in their state of
affairs.
What God had promised to Abraham in the past would be
realised in Jesus,
“I will confirm my covenant as a perpetual covenant between
you and me. It will be extended to your descendants… I will be
your God and the God of your descendants after you.” Then God
said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep the covenantal
requirement I am imposing on you and your descendants
throughout their generations.”
Even though during Matthew’s time, the relationship between
God and the Jewish people was broken; God was going to
establish a new covenant with His people, and let the people live
in the covenantal relationship with Him. On the night He was to
be betrayed, our LORD Jesus established the new covenant in
that supper. (Cf Matthew 26:28)
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Jesus’ genealogy is a wonderful way to show us in the long years
in history, that God had continued to remember His promise to
man, and when the appropriate time arrived, God let things
happen accordingly.
Prayer: God you are one who keep your covenant and show us
your everlasting love, we give praise to you.
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Day 2

Dec 4

Matthew 1:2
Abraham was the father of Isaac,…
Scripture reference: Genesis 22
The birth of Isaac is Yahweh’s creation in action. When God
made his promise to Abraham, he was already 75, and his wife
was getting on in years for child-bearing. Yet, God intended to
bring out his people through Abraham. The accounts of Abraham
in the book of Genesis are mostly related to the issue of
Abraham having descendants.
After 25 years, God demonstrated his power and gave Abraham
a son, Isaac. During these 25 years, several incidents which took
place nearly cost Abraham his life or made him lose his wife. And
in seeking a successor, the family experienced a series of
unhappy episodes, and eventually the conflicts ended after
Hagar and her son Ishmael left the household.
The birth of Isaac came about through God’s promise. Abraham
and his wife finally understood this point. On hindsight it is hard
to imagine that God’s promise of a nation to Abraham actually
started from his only son. What a promise! And how would the
promise materialize? We have no idea if Abraham had ever
asked similar questions, but Genesis is silent on Abraham’s inner
world. In fact it gave several accounts on how God revealed
himself to Abraham, helping to settle him down and strengthen
him.
After the birth of Isaac, as recorded in Genesis, Abraham lived his
life by trusting in God and depending on Him. And this was
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highlighted when God wanted him to offer Isaac as a living
sacrifice to Him. Abraham did not hesitate to bring Isaac along.
His response moved God so much that God once again swore by
His own name that what was promised to Abraham would be
realised (cf Genesis 22:16-18)! Note that God’s promise to bless
Abraham was recorded only twice (12:2;22:17) ， and both
incidents were related to Abraham’s obedience to God!
God did not just make promises materialize, and He also allowed
people to partake in this process. God is even like man – He can
be emotionally moved by human action.
The statement, ‘Abraham was the father of Isaac’, was to ripple
through history. When you celebrate each birthday, how do you
regard your own coming into this earth?
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Day 3

December 5

Matthew 1:2
Abraham was the father of Isaac, …
Scripture reference: Genesis 24
Abraham instructed his trustworthy servant to go to his
homeland, to find a wife among his kinsmen for his son. He
believed that the God whom he served would send His angel
alongside his servants (24:40). Later, in the city of Nahor the
servant met an unmarried woman, Rebecca, who was not only
kind to him but also took care of his camels. Rebecca continually
filled the trough with water so that the ten camels had enough
to drink. The servant felt that such an act was the work of
Abraham’s God, treating his master well in His steadfast love and
truth. That cleared the first hurdle. The second depended on
whether Rebecca was willing to follow him, to travel a great
distance to the land where Isaac dwelled. That condition was
also another decisive factor for the servant to succeed in his
mission. Abraham had stated that if a suitable woman was found
but was unwilling to go with him, then the oath the servant had
made would no longer bind him.
Abraham's directive to the servant demonstrated the former’s
wisdom and trust in the LORD. He knew that just as the servant
could be entrusted, God could be counted upon even more.
Since God had favoured him, giving his family the opportunity to
participate in His ‘re-creation’ plan, Abraham is determined to
keep his life in step with God’s purpose. The marriage of his son
was part of this keeping in step with God. Abraham would never
allow his son to follow the Canaanites’ religions, lest his family
forsook the LORD. As the LORD had said that He wanted to be
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the God of Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 17:1-8), Abraham
responded
to
God
with
unswerving
commitment.
Today, how do we treat the covenant which God has made with
us in Christ? How should we use our time meaningfully? Do we
join a group that may help us to be deeply rooted in our faith?
Have we made time to learn the Word, so that we may grow
steadfast in our Christian walk with God as the years pass by? Do
we earnestly share God’s desire ‘to bless the nations and ethnic
groups through His people’? How will we manage our time, our
annual leave, and our retirement plan cautiously? How should
we allocate the use of our time in the new year?
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Day 4

December 6

Mathew 1:2
… Isaac the father of Jacob, …
Scripture reference: Genesis 29-30
The issue of childbearing ran in the patriarch’s line from one
generation to another. Who was to inherit the LORD’s promise
to Isaac eventually? Unfortunately, in Isaac's family, he and his
wife Rebecca were entangled in conflicts caused by favouritism,
and the tension that resulted caused Jacob to leave home and go
to his grandmother’s family, in order to avoid Esau’s fury.
During his journey, at Bethel, Jacob dreamt about God promising
to be with him. No matter where he went, God would bless him
and lead him back to his homeland one day. In this manner God
demonstrated His choice of Jacob. In the past God had indicated
to Abram that He would give to his descendants all the land that
he had walked on. God had not forgotten His words and now He
would lead Jacob.
Although he did not bring any dowry to Laban’s house at Paddan
Aram, Jacob still ended up taking both sisters, who were his
cousins, as wives. He had many children with Leah and Rachel,
and with their maids. That episode in Jacob’s life fulfilled God’s
blessing to humankind in Genesis 1:28. As the LORD is able to
cause those with nothing to have provisions, so Rachel, who had
a fertility problem, also became pregnant. The amazing thing is
that even the goats and sheep in Jacob’s flock multiplied in
number, and that made Jacob prosperous.
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Having slept in the countryside with a boulder as his pillow,
would Jacob have thought that he would trump over the
hardship, much more so, that one day he would be leading a
large family with herds of livestock back to his fatherland? All
these were evidence of the LORD’s blessings, providence and
care for Jacob. He was bullied by his father-in-law and brothersin-law many times, but God intervened to prevent Laban from
harming Jacob. The trials and tribulations that Jacob had
experienced in his life probably superseded ours. Jacob was
perhaps the most exploited labourer of all times. But the words
that God had spoken to his forefathers were eventually realized.
The LORD is a God who when He speaks, things come into
existence (Psalm 33:9); He also sustains all things with His
commands (Hebrews 1:3).
As we walk through many crises in the 21st century, we must
also rely and trust in the Word of God.
Prayer: Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchman
keeps vigil in vain (Psalm 127:1)
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Day 5

December 7

Matthew 1:2-3
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the father of
Perez and Zerah (by Tamar), Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron
the father of Ram,
Scripture reference: Genesis 38
After leaving his brothers, Judah married a Canaanite woman
and fathered three sons. The first two sons were wicked in the
LORD’s sight, and God took their lives. Judah feared that the
third son, Shelah, would die, like his elder brothers. Thus, he
broke his word to Tamar (his daughter in law from his first son)
concerning her levirate marriage to Shelah when he became an
adult. Being passively indifferent, Judah turned a blind eye to
Tamar’s rights as a widowed daughter-in-law. So Tamar
pretended to be a prostitute and went to Timah, a place where
Judah was visiting, to trick him into impregnating her. Later, a
pair of twins, named Perez and Zerah, were born. Their names
are listed in the genealogy of Jesus.
From a Chinese perspective, the sexual relationship in this
passage would appear incestuous. However, in the biblical
context, if God’s covenant with Abraham was to transpire
through Isaac and Jacob to the future generations, the situation
of having no son in Judah’s family would be the greater problem
that needed a solution. Since God was not mentioned in this
passage, do you think He was also involved in this trickery?
When Judah learned about Tamar’s pregnancy, he reacted
ruthlessly, wanting to burn her to death. Then Tamar produced
important evidence to Judah to exonerate herself. Having
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examined the exhibits – the seal, cord and staff that he had left
as pledge – Judah realized that the prostitute whom he had
patronized was his very own daughter-in-law, who was now
pregnant with his child. On seeing the evidence, Judah admitted,
"She is more upright than me." These words rang loud and clear.
In life, we tend to regard ourselves as more righteous than
others. At times, we may even attempt to suppress those whose
moral standards seem inferior to ours. Yet, when we see these
people live out their integrity through words or actions, are we
able to recognize and acknowledge that?
“Whatever He says, He will do.” As we are created in the image
of God, we ought to exhibit His likeness and keep to what we say
or pledge to others. When we have difficulty doing that and do
not keep to our word, may the LORD help us to honour our
pledges.
Prayer: “LORD, I recall saying this… to…. Please help me to do
what I’ve said and to keep my word.”

To read more about levirate marriage, please refer to
Deuteronomy 25:5-10.
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Day 6

Dec 8

Matthew 1:4-6
Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of
Boaz (by Rahab), Boaz the father of Obed (by Ruth), Obed the
father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king.
Scripture reference：Ruth 1-4
A family of four overcome by famine, migrated to Moab* for
survival. The husband passed away there, the sons subsequently
married. They lived there for about ten years, and the two sons
passed on as well, leaving behind three destitute widows. On
hearing that Bethlehem had harvest, a mentally and physically
exhausted mother-in-law wanted to return to her hometown,
hoping she can survive there. Ruth, her Moabite daughter-in-law
surprised her by saying she was willing to accompany Naomi to
her home village, even though it would be a foreign land for Ruth.
Two helpless widows returned and settled in Bethlehem, living
on gathered grains collected in the fields after harvesting their
staple food (Ruth 2:3). Ruth ended up in the part of the field
belonging to Boaz. Boaz asked his servant who was in charge of
the harvesters to allow Ruth to gather grains, hence reflecting his
observance of Moses’ law – taking care of resident foreigners,
widows and orphans (Deuteronomy 24:19).
Ruth’s virtues, her filial piety towards her mother-in-law, and the
positive testimony of her life, left a deep impression on Boaz,
and he was moved to assume responsibility to care for her. But
Boaz also wisely followed Moses’ law, to allow a ‘closer’ relative
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to have priority to redeem Naomi’s land (Ruth 3:6, 13). Only
after ‘that guardian’ who was willing to redeem the land
declined to marry Ruth did Boaz indicate that he would redeem
the land, and also marry the wife of the deceased. Boaz married
Ruth, subsequently bearing Obed, Obed fathering Jesse, and
Jesse David, leading to a perfect ending.
Do take note of ‘just happened’ in Ruth 2:3 (NET). Even though
these characters were not aware of God’s guidance in their life
journeys, God was always present. Ruth went to the fields to
gather grains and it so happened that Boaz was on the fields;
and Boaz so happened to be a close relative of her husband.
Perhaps God’s work and blessings will come upon you in a
fashion that is subtle and imperceptible. In this season of Advent,
may we rest assured that God’s beautiful plan for mankind will
lead us on.
Prayer: Implore our Heavenly Father to open our hearts, to make
us aware that He has always been in our midst. As we welcome
Jesus’ arrival, may we willingly submit, and may God continue to
lead and guide us to be a blessing to others.
*An Ammonite or Moabite may not enter the assembly of
the LORD; to the tenth generation, none of their descendants
shall ever do so,’ (Deuteronomy 23:3)
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Day 7

Dec 10

Matthew 1:6
and Jesse the father of David the king.
Scripture reference: 2 Samuel 5-6
Matthew 1:6 documents the genealogy of Jesus Christ, and
recounts that Jesse was the father of King David. David through
the wife of Uriah gave birth to Solomon. For this verse, we will
reflect on King David over two days and King Solomon for a day.
By giving an account of the building of David’s dynasty, and of
the succession to the Davidic throne, one could see that God, in
His faithfulness and grace, had kept His commitment and
promise since the time of Abraham through that of David,
culminating in Solomon’s reign.
Through the Old Testament books, viz. the “Deuteronomistic
History”, the Psalms, the Prophetic books, the Chronicles, and
even the New Testament, we are able to have a glimpse of David
and his historical impact. Through the various genres, records
and interpretations, David’s life story leaves behind many
worthwhile lessons for us to learn from and reflect upon: from
his exile in the wilderness of Judah, to his escape from King Saul’s
pursuit, his anointing as king over Israel at Hebron, his
occupation of Jerusalem employing military strategy and tactics,
his reliance on divine intervention and providence in the defeat
of the Philistine army, and the misadventure during the ark’s
transportation to Jerusalem, etc. These allow us to deeply
appreciate the countless twists-and-turns and ups-and-downs in
David’s life. David was able to establish a kingdom and to rule
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with authority and power, because God had committed Himself
to keep His word according to the Davidic covenant – He
promised to provide care and help for David. (That is the key
tenet of the relationship between God and David, as recorded in
2 Samuel 5-6.)
God has established a new covenant with humankind through
His Son Jesus Christ, and His covenantal affirmation will never
change under any socio-political influences and upheavals.
Similarly, Jesus has assured those who are willing to trust and
follow Him that His promises of joy and peace, the everlasting
life, His second coming, the hope of resurrection etc., will
certainly be realized and fulfilled.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, because of your commitment and
promise, we can live each and every day with faith, hope and
thanksgiving. We pray all these in the name of Jesus Christ our
LORD, Amen!

The Deuteronomistic History (DH) is a modern theoretical
construct holding that behind the present forms of the books of
Deuteronomy and Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings (the Former
Prophets in the Hebrew canon) there was a single literary work.
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo9780195393361/obo-9780195393361-0028.xml
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Day 8

Dec 11

Matthew 1:6
and Jesse, the father of David the king.
Scripture reference: 2 Samuel 7
Today, with 2 Samuel Chapter 7 as the scriptural reference,
reflect upon the process by which David wanted to build a
temple for God, and the theological significance and impact of
the blessings and promise which God had given David.
In the past, when David was in exile, he made an oath to Yahweh
that he would build a temple for Him (cf. Psalm 132:1-5). Now,
David had become king of Israel, residing in a cedar palace, yet
the throne of God was still in a tent. In order to fulfill the pledge
he once made to God, and to show his gratitude to God for His
grace, David was motivated to build a temple for God. Of course,
we know that King Solomon was the one who eventually saw to
the completion of the temple.
God delivered a prophetic message to David through Nathan the
prophet (2 Samuel 7: 4-17), expressing His pleasure to accept
David’s intention, and He further established a covenant with
him, which we commonly refer to as the ‘Davidic Covenant’. God
promised that an eternal dynasty shall be established in the
house of David. God gifted David with an everlasting kingdom,
throne and house (2 Samuel 7: 13, 16, 29). This pledge
delineated God’s promise of abundant blessings to David and his
future dynasty, so as to give profound significance to the rule of
David’s house. In addition, its theological thrust also highlights
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the core of the messianic ideology in the Old Testament,
anticipating the coming of the Messiah as a descendant of King
David, underscoring the Hope which is at hand and forthcoming,
and presenting the key features of the ideal Davidic King.
In an overview of the historical development of the kingdom of
Israel in the Old Testament, the rule of the Davidic dynasty was
subsequently encroached upon by powerful foreign foes. The
Israelites were hindered and held captive in foreign land. At that
moment, God’s promise appeared to have fallen through or
been unfulfilled. However, the continuity in David’s lineage, from
David through to Jesus Christ, testified that God’s spoken words
are true – the promise that He rendered in the ‘Davidic Covenant’
were all fulfilled.
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, You alone are God, Your words are
true. You have promised that blessings be showered upon those
who put their trust in You. We ask that our faith in You be
strengthened. We pray all these in the name of Jesus Christ our
LORD, Amen!
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Day 9

Dec 12

Matthew 1:6
David was the father of Solomon (by the wife of Uriah),
Scripture reference: 1 Kings 8-9
After Solomon's succession to the throne of David, his
achievements in politics, economy, military diplomacy, trade, etc.
were brilliant, leading the kingdom of Israel into the most
prominent and prosperous period. 1 Kings 8 gave an account of
how King Solomon fulfilled David’s wish to build a temple for
God. Then he gathered Israel’s elders, all the leaders of the
Israelite tribes and families, to have a dedication ceremony. His
prayer before the whole assembly was full of praise and
gratitude and he prayed for God's forgiveness, presence,
protection and blessings. The glory of God then filled the Temple.
King Solomon expressed that all these things were made possible
because of God fulfilling His covenant with David, and keeping
His promise to make Solomon King of Israel to build the Temple
in honour of the LORD God of Israel ( I Kings 8:14-21).
In 1 King 9, after King Solomon finished the construction of the
Temple, God appeared to him for the second time, saying that
He had answered his prayer. He also told King Solomon that if he
followed his father David's way of serving God with integrity and
sincerity, and did everything upright before God, He would
continue the promise of the covenant of David, by strengthening
King Solomon and his descendants in the throne of Israel forever.
On the other hand, if King Solomon and his people turned away
in disobedience and abandoned the commandments of God, the
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whole nation, the Temple, and the people would be destroyed
and exterminated on the earth (1 Kings 9:2-10).
Through the narrative of David’s rule and the succession of
Solomon to the throne, and God's covenant with them, we see
God's faithfulness and grace from the time of Abraham to that of
David and Solomon. The God in whom we believe is a faithful
God. He will forever keep His covenant and love for those who
love Him and keep His commandments; what God has promised,
He will accomplish!
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for being a God who
keeps your covenant and loves your people; what you have
promised will happen, and will surely be made possible by you.
We pray in the name of the LORD Jesus Christ, Amen!
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Day 10

Dec 13

Matthew 1:7
Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa.
Scripture reference: 2 Chronicles 10-16，
1 Kings 12-15
Matthew traced the line of Davidic kings from David to the
descendants of Josiah in exile. Though there were more than
fourteen generations in actuality, fourteen kings were listed in
the genealogy as a sign of completeness to the era of kings. The
details of these kings (Rehoboam onwards) can be found in 2
Chronicles 10-36 and 1 Kings 12 to 2 Kings 25. The historical
records revealed many crises and turbulences which threatened
the survival of the Davidic line. In the end, the longevity of the
Davidic dynasty was God’s grace in his faithfulness to his
covenant with David and Solomon.
Starting from Solomon’s son Rehoboam, the kingdom was
divided into the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern
kingdom of Judah. The contrast between the two kingdoms in
worship is important. In 2 Chronicles 11, “13 The priests and
Levites from all their districts throughout Israel sided with
Rehoboam. 14 The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands
and property and came to Judah and Jerusalem, because the
king of Israel Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them as priests
of the LORD 15 when he appointed his own priests for the high
places and for the goat and calf idols he had made.” From then
on, Israel forsook God and worshipped idols. None of the kings of
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Israel went beyond the fourth generation. Judah, however,
continued the line of David and quite a few of these kings
remained faithful to God.
Rehoboam’s son, Abijah proudly declared against Israel in 2
Chronicles 13: “10 As for us, the LORD is our God, and we have
not forsaken him. The priests who serve the LORD are sons of
Aaron, and the Levites assist them. 11 Every morning and
evening they present burnt offerings and fragrant incense to
the LORD. They set out the bread on the ceremonially clean
table and light the lamps on the gold lampstand every evening.
We are observing the requirements of the LORD our God. But
you have forsaken him.”
Prayer: LORD, may we stay faithful to you, just as you have been
faithful to us.
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Day 11

Dec 14

Matthew 1:8-9
Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
Joram the father of Uzziah, Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham
the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Scripture reference: 2 Chronicles 17-32,
1 Kings 16- 2 Kings 20
When we survey the generations of kings in Matthew’s
genealogy, some of them ‘did what was right in the eyes of
the LORD, as his father David had done’, such as Abijah’s son,
Asa (1 Kings 15:11), and Asa’s son, Jehosaphat (1 Kings 22:43).
But through the generations, there were also others like
Jehosaphat’s son Jehoram. As recorded in 2 Kings 8: ‘18 He
followed the ways of the kings of Israel, as the house of Ahab
had done, for he married a daughter of Ahab. He did evil in the
eyes of the LORD. 19 Nevertheless, for the sake of his servant
David, the LORD was not willing to destroy Judah. He had
promised to maintain a lamp for David and his descendants
forever.’
It certainly wasn’t the case that the Davidic kings were
consistently faithful to God. Instead, it was the power of God’s
promise to David that proved crucial to Judah’s continuing
survival. And the power lay in its endurance across generations.
While some kings like Uzziah and Jotham (2 Chronicles 27:2)
were like David and the kingdom prospered, a following
generation like Ahaz easily endangered and destroyed everything
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(2 Chronicles 28:1, 16-21). He foolishly enticed the overwhelming
Assyrian empire into the region and it crushed everything in the
way of its expansion including the northern kingdom of Israel (2
Kings 18:33-35). Thankfully, at that critical moment, Judah
survived because the next generation – Ahaz’s son Hezekiah
trusted in God’s promise. God decimated the Assyrians (2 Kings
19:35) just as He had done in the previous generations to Judah’s
enemies (2 Chronicles 20:22-23). The prophet Isaiah declared
God’s words: I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and
for the sake of David my servant. (2 Kings 19:34) Though the king
of each generation had to be responsible for their actions to God,
it was God’s promise to David that tided the kingdom through
the toughest times.
Prayer: LORD, thank you for your faithfulness through the
generations. Watch over us and the future generations, just as
you had done with the generations before us.

25

Day 12

Dec 15

Matthew 1:10-11
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of
Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of
Jeconiah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to
Babylon.
Scripture reference: 2 Chronicles 32-36,
2 Kings 20-25
Unfortunately, just like his father Ahaz who lured the Assyrians
(2 Kings 16:7-8), Hezekiah later lured the Babylonians (2 Kings
20:12-18). Thus began the prophecy of the exile in 2 Kings 20:
‘16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of
the LORD: 17 The time will surely come when everything in your
palace, and all that your predecessors have stored up until this
day, will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says
the LORD.18 And some of your descendants, your own flesh and
blood who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will
become eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.” The
situation worsened with Hezekiah’s son Manasseh who indulged
in all forms of idolatry and detestable practices (2 Kings 21:1-9).
Manasseh’s son Amon was just as horrible, and his reign ended
quick and bloody (2 Kings 21:19-24).
A glimpse of hope was found in Amon’s son Josiah who was
faithful to God. He reinstated the Laws of Moses, renewed the
Covenant and restored the observance of the Passover (2 Kings
22-23). Indeed, ‘neither in the days of the judges who led Israel
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nor in the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah had
any such Passover been observed.’ (2 Kings 23:22) He cleansed
the entire country of all forms of idolatry reintroduced by his
grandfather and father. Sadly, it was too late. We see the
consequences in 2 Kings 23: ‘26 Nevertheless, the LORD did not
turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, which burned
against Judah because of all that Manasseh had done to arouse
his anger.27 So the LORD said, “I will remove Judah also from my
presence as I removed Israel, and I will reject Jerusalem, the city I
chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘My Name shall be
there.’ (1 Kings 8:29)” The era of Davidic kings ended when
Judah fell to the Babylonians as God had intended. Josiah’s
grandson Jehoiachin was exiled in Babylon for the rest of his life.
(2 Kings 25:29)
Prayer: LORD, let us be mindful of your judgment. Have mercy
upon us.

27

Day 13

Dec 17

Matthew 1:12
After the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah became the father
of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Scripture reference: Daniel 1-6
The final list of fourteen generations begins with Jechoniah, aka
Jehoiachin, who was the son of Jehoiakim and the grandson
(rather than the son) of Josiah (2 Kings 24:6, cf. Matthew 1:11).
Here we see that Matthew uses the word ‘son’ simply to refer to
a male child that comes after the present generation, which
could either be the son, grandson or even later in the family line.
Jechoniah, sadly, is also known to his people as ‘the captive’ (1
Chronicles 3:17) because he was the ‘first king of Judah to be
deported to Babylon. His deportation marked the beginning of
the period of exile, where many in Judah were killed, and the
temple desecrated and robbed.
Many who survived the war became captives in Babylon. And
just as Daniel and his friends (Daniel 1 & 3), the captives were
put under enculturation programmes. What was deemed
offensive in terms of food, worship, etc, were forced on them. It
was a very tough time, but life needed to carry on. So, in time,
what was initially deemed offensive and unacceptable became
the unavoidable, and then became the basic way of life. And by
the time of Shealtiel, the Jews were much enculturated and
Jewish way of life and worship had become something more
foreign.
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But God remained faithful to his promise. And two generations
after Jechoniah, his grandson Zerubbabel returned with the first
wave of returnees and became the first Persian governor of
Jerusalem. Initially, not that many might have returned, but
batch by batch they went back to their homeland, rebuilt their
temple and resumed their worship of God.
This portion of Jewish history nudges us to preserve our faith by
showing us two attributes of God. First, that he is indeed faithful
and powerful; he kept his promises to restore his people. Second,
in order to survive, God’s people had chosen to lose themselves.
But God did not give up on them. Instead, he brought them
home and made them his holy people once again.
Have the pressures in life caused us to lose ourselves and we feel
that we can no longer face God in his holiness? This bit of history
tells us that it has always been the holy God who will make us
holy again.
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Day 14

Dec 18

Matthew 1:13-15
Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the
father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of
Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of
Jacob,
For the 400 years or so beginning from the sons of Zerubbabel till
the days of Joseph’s father, Matthew no longer follows the Old
Testament but uses a source that is invisible to us in listing the
names (cf. 1 Chronicles 3:19-20). Since he had referenced the
Old Testament religiously up to this point, we could assume he
would likewise have developed this portion of the genealogy in a
responsible manner.
The period that Matthew refers to in these three verses saw
wars unending. First, it was the Persian Empire being swallowed
up by the Greek Empire. After the passing of Alexander the Great,
Israel soon became the article that the Hellenistic successor
states—the Ptolemaic and Seleucid Empires-used to play dog
and bone (a game of players snatching a prize from one another).
Two big players, six large-scale warfare, and Israel were
constantly in the grip of either player as the game went on.
Jerusalem, for example, had changed rulers seven times within
20 years between 300BCE to 150BCE). The dog and bone game
then escalated into The Hunger Games (a movie about survival
of the fittest) with two more big players joined in, the Parthian

30

and the Roman Empires. This time, Israel lost its sovereignty to
the Roman Empire for more than three centuries.
Amidst the sound and fury of war, God was silent. This period of
prophetic silence lasted for about 400 years, somewhat a repeat
of what Israel experienced during the days of slavery in Egypt
(430 years). Such extended and seemingly unending period of
silence and absence of God is not uncommon for God’s people,
something observable from the lives and cries of biblical prayer
warriors, such as, “Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? Why do
you hide yourself in times of trouble?” (Psalm 10:1; see also
Psalm 13:1; 22:1-2; 42:9; 69:3; 90:13a, etc). God’s silence is
hence not a judgment on his people. When we consider the
biblical accounts, we will see instead that it is part of the
salvation story.
Is God’s silence part of our experience as followers of God? Does
the silence lead us to think that something is wrong (with us)?
What may in fact be wrong is to think in such a manner.
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Day 15

Dec 19

Tamar and Ruth Revisited
Matthew 1:3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah (by Tamar) ,5
Boaz the father of Obed (by Ruth), 16 and Jacob the father of
Joseph, the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is
called Christ.
Scripture reference: Genesis 38,
Ruth 1-4
The genealogy of Jesus Christ consists of four women. The first
two are Tamar and Ruth. What did these two women have in
common?
Firstly, they were Gentiles and daughters-in-law of Jewish
families. Secondly, they were widows without offspring from
their previous marriage. In a patriarchal society, this meant that
they had no security for their future.
Thirdly, they both strove to have male heirs. In Tamar’s case, she
bravely dressed up as a prostitute, hoping to have a child by
Judah when he patronized her, thinking she was a prostitute. In
Ruth’s case, she went by the custom, to glean in a harvest field in
Bethlehem. She had no idea if she would be abused by an
unfriendly landlord. Nevertheless, she diligently followed the
servants to collect grains for her family of two. Later, she boldly
obeyed the instruction of her mother-in-law, and went to the
threshing floor to find Boaz, saying to him, “I’m Ruth, your
servant. Marry your servant, for you are a kinsman redeemer of
the family.” This carried some risks. What if Boaz did not want to
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get himself into this financial situation? He could deny that he
was not the closest relative to Naomi. Then he would not need
to call for a meeting with the other kinsman, and Ruth and
Naomi would have to survive on their own without any aid. What
prompted Naomi’s scheme was her observation of Boaz’s
kindness towards Ruth; this further led her to encourage Ruth to
secure a life for which she would be properly provided. (Ruth
3:1).
Fourthly, God made good things happen. Tamar was
impregnated by Judah and Ruth conceived a child with Boaz.
Both had sons. That was exactly how God provided for those
who died without a son, through the levirate marriage, as stated
in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. This was so that the name of the
deceased would be kept in the family, and to keep the land as an
inheritance for the household. We can see that God provided not
just for the deceased, but also for the living, and God’s provisions
were realised by these two Gentile widows in remarkable ways.
Prayer: Our heavenly Father, when we can’t see what is ahead,
help us to continue to trust in your Word. Those who trust in you
will not be put to shame.
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Day 16

Dec 20

Matthew 1:5 Salmon the father of Boaz (by Rahab), 16 and
Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, by whom
Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
Scripture reference: Joshua 2
The third woman whose name appears in the genealogy is
Rahab. In Joshua 2:1 the woman Rahab was a prostitute. While
the identities of two spies remained anonymous, the name of
Rahab who dwelled in the city wall was however recorded. The
passage describes Rahab as a marginalized person in society,
who did not live with her family (Joshua 2:18). Perhaps the spies
felt that it would be safer to operate from the brothel, given the
traffic in and out of the place; it was also more conducive for the
gathering of information.
There is a detailed description in Joshua 2 of how Rahab
protected the two spies. She shielded them, and told them how
the name of the LORD had caused the residents in Jericho to lose
courage and become petrified, living in fear of God’s people
coming their way. She subsequently sent them on an escape
route towards the West, told the pursuers who were sent by the
King of Jericho, that the spies had headed East. This entire
episode presented Rahab as an individual who was proactive.
Rahab was a Gentile woman who confessed her confidence in
God, and shielded the spies courageously and strategically. She
then sought the promise from the spies to save her and her
family. She was to gather her family members in her residence,
and display a scarlet rope by the window. Then all the residents
34

in the house would not be harmed. In this manner, Rahab and
her family received protection Jericho fell, only Rahab and her
family were saved. This Gentile woman who would have
perished with the rest of Jericho residents, was later included in
the genealogy of the Son of God, Jesus Christ our Saviour.
If the Gentiles were, for a period of time, seen as excluded from
the community of God’s people, then from the life and
experience of Rahab, we’re given a glimpse of God’s special
mercy.
Jesus the Son of God lived a life of modesty and humility; was
this not to show us the mercy of God? He walked amongst the
sinners who were ostracised, and He led those who had been
marginalized and who were suffering. In this genealogy Rahab’s
name opens our eyes, allowing us to see the mercy of God.
Prayer: Our Heavenly Father, thank You for Your manifestation
through this genealogy, that even the humiliated and disgraced,
were able to receive Your mercy, to eliminate their shame and
become a member of Jesus’ family.
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Day 17

Dec 21

Matthew 1:6 David was the father of Solomon (by the wife of
Uriah)
…16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of
Mary, by whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
Scripture reference: 2 Samuel 12
Uriah’s wife is the fourth woman mentioned in the genealogy.
This genealogy addresses her as ‘the wife of Uriah’ and this
reminds us that David had taken the wife of Uriah to the palace,
impregnated her, and subsequently plotted to murder Uriah.
When observing the details in Chapter 12, one will discover that
the child who was born out of wedlock later died of a severe
illness. Verse 24 tells us, “David comforted his wife Bathsheba”;
at this point, her name emerged again. From this point onwards
she was recognized as the wife of David, and the son who was
born to David through her was named Solomon, and God was
fond of him.
This woman was the mother of King Solomon, yet she was also a
Gentile’s wife. God showed her great mercy and grace. The LORD
will not break a bruised reed, or extinguish a smoldering wick.
Jesus’ family tree reveals to the common people, who are bound
by love and hatred, that God is merciful towards the lowly. Do
you have a past which is deemed shameful/disgraceful by others?
Over the years, have you been bearing a heavy burden, being
unable to talk to others about your past, lest they accuse and
belittle you?
In Exodus 34:6-7, God declares that He is a compassionate,
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in loving kindness and
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faithfulness. His love endures over generations and our iniquities,
transgressions and sins are forgiven. Do we really believe that
God forgave David after he had sinned? Can we simply let the
love and faith manifested in Jesus’ genealogy to override our
inability to forgive? Open your heart, accept His mercy, and
enjoy His magnificent grace of mercy and love.
Prayer: O LORD Jesus, you came to reveal God’s love and
faithfulness, do warm our hearts in this season of Advent.
Even though gospel of Matthew presents the account of the
birth of Jesus focusing on Joseph, the genealogy itself lists four
women. Each of these women was presented in a unique
situation; this in a way prepares us, the readers, for the
predicament of Mary (cf Luke 1:26-38) which the reader/
believer is soon to learn about.
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Day 18

Dec 22

Matthew 1:16
and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, by whom
Jesus was born, who is called Christ.
Why get readers to read a genealogy? This is to present the
background of Jesus and show how Jesus was linked to Abraham.
Of course, this is not simply to trace the ancestry back to
Abraham. Before the birth of Jesus, there were many in the
family line who had experienced God-man encounters and their
names are listed in the genealogy. In particular, Joseph and Mary
have a special place in the birth of Jesus, and theirs was a special
encounter with God.
According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus was the main
character, and the story culminated and was made complete in
Him. After presenting the genealogy, the author described in
detail the situation of Joseph and Mary. Matthew described
Joseph as a ‘righteous man’, just as Noah and Abraham were the
first people described as righteous in Genesis. (In fact Tamar and
Boaz had also acted in a ‘righteous’ manner.) There are several
layers of meaning to ‘righteous men’. They were people who
followed God’s covenant in what they did; they were also those
who believed in God’s word and did what they had to do, and
finally, the righteous were those who had never forsaken God
despite their difficult circumstances.
Joseph was a Jew who lived in the period 500 years after the
destruction of Israel. We can regard the destruction as an act in
which God severed His covenant with Israel. However, in the
centuries after the exile, through the leadership of prophets such
as Ezra and Nehemiah, the people of God began to understand
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that it was they and the generation before them that had been
disobedient to God, and had broken the covenant first. After the
completion of the Second Temple, people began to show fervent
desire to keep the covenant with God and also to follow Moses’s
law. They believed that those who took Yahweh as God, who
followed the Law of Moses and lived accordingly as God’s people,
were fulfilling the righteousness of the law.
With this background we can understand why Joseph was called
a ‘righteous’ man. The righteous in the Old Testament all shared
a common characteristic – they followed God’s instructions.
Hence the righteous could be regarded as those who were
willing to live according to the will of God. And we saw Joseph
act upon God’s clear guidance, taking Mary as his wife.
When we compare Joseph and Mary (cf Luke 1:26-38) with Adam
and the woman (her name appeared from Genesis 3:20 onwards
as Eve), we can see clearly which couple listened to God. No
doubt both couples had God’s clear guidance, and both had their
own worries and desires. But it was Joseph and Mary who were
obedient towards God’s word, and because they obeyed, Christ
was born.
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Day 19

Dec 24

Matthew 1:16-17
and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, by whom
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen generations, and from David to
the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations, and from the
deportation to Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations.

Matthew intended to depict, through the gospel, the Jesus event
to the community of believers, and this was exactly what Jesus
had commanded the disciples to do before his ascension
(Matthew 28:19-20).
By reviewing the events that had taken place, Matthew wrote
down what he had received and understood, attaching meaning
to them. From the way he had listed the names of the genealogy
and completed the list, we see his meaning in writing. According
to Matthew, Jesus was God’s way of showing himself among his
people. In Jesus, God accomplished his will.
The name ‘Jesus’ meant ‘he would save his people from their
sins’. And Jesus being ‘Christ’, meant Jesus was the one whom
the LORD had established/anointed/chosen. God was to reveal
His Will through Jesus, and He was to accomplish His Will
through Jesus.
The next question is, how was Jesus the ‘Christ’, and how was he
going to save God’s people from their sins? These were all
important questions, but it would be problematic for the Jewish
people and the Roman official at that time to believe that Jesus
was ‘Christ’. In the gospel of Matthew, we find that the Jesus
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event was linked to ‘Christ’, ‘the son of David’, and ‘the son of
Abraham’. Now, what exactly was the meaning of these titles?
What did they contain? And most importantly, how were these
going to materialize in Jesus? How were these going to be fully
interpreted and accomplished in Jesus?
From Abraham to David, the LORD had already revealed His way
and His purpose. During Abraham’s time, God willed to bless his
descendants, and through them, the nations were blessed. By
the time of David, the descendants of Abraham finally owned a
nation. Yet, at the time nearing the birth of Christ, the nation had
been destroyed for more than five centuries. And now God said
He wanted to rebuild His Kingdom among His people, and this
time even the non-Jews would be included in this Kingdom, “I
tell you, many will come from the east and west to share the
banquet with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven.’ (Matthew 8:11) How was this to happen? Wasn’t Jesus
born during the time when Roman Empire was the almighty
power? How was the LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob going to accomplish His will in ‘Christ’?
Jesus, the son of David and the son of Abraham, was called Christ,
and he really was Christ. Matthew said, after three times
fourteen generations, something was going to happen…
Let us open the Gospel of Matthew and continue reading, what
happened subsequently?
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