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Preface
The devotional material for Lent 2019 follows the Gospel of
Matthew chapters 15-22. In the text, we see that Jesus began
to reveal to His disciples that He would need to go to
Jerusalem, and to bear the torment and agony brought upon
Him by the elders, priests and scribes. As He revealed such
messages, He concurrently spoke about many other things
with earnestness and sincerity. Jesus hoped that His disciples
would truly know who He is before the final moment.
Have you thought about this: Who exactly is Jesus Christ?
What was the future that Jesus saw? Do you yourself have a
vision of resurrection? How would this vision influence the
way you live out each day?
Faith seeking understanding
Faith seeking communication
Faith seeking action
Let us walk together as a community of faith, seeking to
follow Jesus’ footsteps toward Jerusalem.
P.S. You can find preaching based on other parts of Gospel of
Matthew in the following weblink. May God help us to
understand, communicate and put His word into action.
http://www.jubilee.org.sg/sermons/?book=Matthew
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How to use this Devotional Material?
This devotional material is meant for our Lent spiritual
preparation: to be ready to receive anew the good news of
God for the liturgical year of 2019. It can be complemented
with worship, group discussions and personal journal writings
to enrich the preparation process. At the very least, it can be
used in 4 simple steps, cheekily labelled: PPAP.
Prayer (P): Start with a prayer of enlightenment. Ask for the
Holy Spirit to guide you in your reflection of God's Word.
Passage (P): Read the assigned biblical passage. Ponder over
area that you aren’t familiar with, what does it say? And read
again to find your answer.
Application (A): Read the reflection in the material for a
deeper understanding of the text, and think about its
meaning for your relationship with God.
Prayer (P): End with a prayer for transformation. Ask for God
to enable you to live out His Word.
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Day 1

Mar 6

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 15:29-39

The devotional passage for Lent this year is taken from the
Gospel of Matthew Chapters 15-22. Prior to Chapter 15, the
author meticulously arranged the content as such: Jesus’
teachings in Chapters 5-8, Jesus’ healings in Chapter 9; calling
of His disciples beginning in Chapter 10, and thereafter,
wherever He went, His disciples were on the journey with
Him.
The writing style of 15:29-31, looks to be a summary (similar
to the summaries in 4:23, 9:35 and 11:5). In verses 30-31
which follow, the lame, blind, and mute etc., were brought
forth, and He healed these sick people. Isaiah 35:5-6 writes
“Then blind eyes will open, deaf ears will hear. Then the lame
will leap like a deer, the mute tongue will shout for joy.”
When would these events occur? It would be when Yahweh
became king, His glory in their midst! The story then flows
naturally into verse 31: “they praised the God of Israel,” this
was what the God of Israel had wanted to act amongst them,
and after what they saw, they sang praises to Him.
God’s healing was indeed wonderful, and those who were
healed were no doubt surprised and grateful. But we have to
remember that God’s healing was to reveal the authority of
the Kingdom of Heaven. For some who believed in God,
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being healed physically was their turning point, but more
experienced the switch from a state of blindness to seeing
after they believe in God. For example, in the past this person
may not realise the need to praise God; isn’t everything a
result of their hard work? But in the learning of the Word, he
would find that God, through His Word, created the heaven
and the earth, and sustained the world. For some, the Bible
may initially seem foreign and would avoid it. Through a
process of learning and understanding, they find it sweet and
nourishing. Some who initially tend to keep to themselves
and avoid socialising with others may feel the love and
acceptance from the community of believers, and step out of
their isolation, even serving others. Is this not a
manifestation of the narrative of the lame walking?

PRAYER: Lord, You have done so much healing in our midst,
yet we do not express it publicly. We are unaware of the
changes that you had effected in us and do not give you glory
for them. Oh Lord, please heal us, let us see, hear, and live!
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Day 2

Mar 7

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 15:29-39

This passage is eye-catching, as Jesus fed 4,000 people.
Turning to 14:13-21, one could also see that Jesus fed 5,000
people. We tend to like to recall numbers: “4,000!”, “5,000!”
But the author’s emphasis was that Jesus had compassion for
the people, hence He made them stay behind as He did not
want them to starve while on the road. “Compassion” is a
characteristic of this King of Heaven (ref Isaiah 32:1-3). Under
His rule, He heals and feeds the people.
In verse 29, in the phrase “went up a mountain,” “mountain”
was often alluded to Mount Zion: God is King on Mount Zion.
On Mount Zion, God wanted to gather the scattered tribes –
these tribes had dispersed to the other nations because their
country had fallen and people held captive and sent into exile.
But God, through the prophets, has proclaimed that He
wanted to bring about healing and the feast of the Messiah
(Isaiah 2:2-5; 25:6-8) to be held on Mount Zion. Hence, verse
29 onwards recorded the fact that many were healed; verses
32-39 stated that Jesus took seven loaves and few small fish
to feed 4,000 men.
God indeed has compassion for His people. The Word
became flesh, and Jesus took residence amongst us; Jesus
too had compassion in His heart. To the crowd who listened
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to His gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven, He not only
delighted in feeding them with His Word (Deuteronomy 8:3),
but at the same time, empathized with their physical needs,
knowing that they would be hungry on their journey home,
and as such provided accordingly. This miracle of feeding was
not the feast of the Messiah; the loaves and small fish were
basic sustenance for the people, Jesus did not turn stone into
bread (4:3) nor transform them into gourmet dishes. He
knows His identity, and would not breach His principles to
show His compassion for the crowd.

We may be aware that God has a compassionate heart, but
because of our hectic lifestyle today, we might put ourselves
at the centre, rather than to spare our thoughts for others. At
this time of Lent, we may consider bringing the
“compassionate” heart of Jesus closer to us through little
gesture. Can we practice taking simpler meals during Lent, or
perhaps fast once a week, so as to help us empathize with
those who are less fortunate? (The money saved as a result
could be shared with the less fortunate after the period of
Lent. You may consider adopting this practice during Lent
until it becomes a habit for you during Lent period.)
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Day 3

Mar 8

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 16:1-4

When the King of the Kingdom of Heaven came in the midst
of the people, who would be able to recognize Him? How
could one go about recognizing Him?
In 12:22, The Pharisees learned that Jesus had cast out a
demon from a demon-possessed man who was blind and
mute, and enabled him to speak and see. They concluded
that Jesus did so by the power of Beelzebub, the ruler of
demons. In 12:38-40 the Pharisees once again requested for
a sign from Jesus. but Jesus replied “An evil and adulterous
generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” Unexpectedly, in
Chapter 16, the Pharisees and the Sadducees jointly came to
ask Jesus if He could show them a sign from heaven. Jesus
said “When evening comes you say, ‘It will be fair weather,
because the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘It will be stormy
today, because the sky is red and darkening.’” As they were
capable of predicting the weather by looking at the sign, they
should have been able to ascertain who He was by observing
His acts. So no sign would “again” be given, with the
exception of the sign of Jonah.
Jonah was in the stomach of a fish for three days and three
nights (Jonah 1:17), the fish then disgorged him, and he
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returned to the people’s midst. Similar to Jonah, Jesus as well
needed to experience suffering, death and resurrection, so as
to authenticate His identity. In carrying out His acts in the Old
Testament, God had consistently delivered His word first, and
then act (which means the thing would occur). Though it may
seems like a riddle, Jesus would still have to first deliver His
word before his suffering and death. The people would then
come to an understanding that the word came from God,
who proclaimed beforehand (Isaiah 44:7-8). This is the way of
our God: first proclaim then act.
Who is like the King of Heaven? Although he had the
authority and power, yet because of mercy, he walked the
path of a mortal- to experience pain, suffer injustice and
humiliation, and be subject to criminal charges, torture,
crucifixion and death, in order to be God for man? During
this Lent period, let us ponder over what He had undergone
for us as a man, and let us bow down in worship and
adoration.

PRAYER: Jesus, how can we ever understand that for us you
had willingly suffered injustice and humiliation, crucifixion
and death? Only after your suffering were you are exalted as
Lord and Christ. Lord, You are indeed our God, and we
worship You!
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Day 4

Mar 9

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 16:5-12

Jesus and the disciples were on a boat, on their way there (to
the region of Magadan), Jesus wanted the disciples to
“beware of yeast of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.” The
disciples could not comprehend He had said, and thought
that Jesus meant that they had forgotten to bring bread
along. In response, Jesus immediately recollected two events
with them, five loaves for five thousand, seven loaves for
four thousand. He challenged the disciples on why they were
anxious about having forgotten to bring bread. Only then did
the disciples realize, that Jesus had wanted them to guard
themselves from the teachings of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.
In Jesus’ times, the Pharisees were fairly influential amongst
the people, they emphasized holiness, fasting, tithing, prayer,
and the segregation from sinners or unclean. In Matthew
Chapters 5-12, we can see their criticism of Jesus, as well as
Jesus’ strong responses - Jesus even accused them of
hypocrisy (Matthew 15:1-7), which, in the Greek language,
refers to donning on a mask, and not practicing what one
preaches. In Chapter 23, Jesus pointed out, his disciples
should be mindful to the teaching of the Pharisees from
Moses’s seat, yet they should not follow the Pharisees in
their behaviour. Jesus pointedly declared that “they do not
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practice what they teach!” The purpose of incarnation, is for
Jesus to live out the Word of God. Jesus also wanted the
disciples to do likewise (5:24-29). If the disciples were not
able to do so, they would be no different from the Pharisees!
The Sadducees, unlike the Pharisees, were not devoted to
integrate faith and daily life. They only acknowledge the
authority of Pentateuch, but did not embrace prophetic
tradition. To Jesus, particularly since Jesus Himself come
from the prophetic tradition, the Sadducees’ vision was not
complete. They did not honour the words of the prophets,
even though God spoke through them! Soon after Jesus
began His journey to Jerusalem, He would soon face great
suffering and eventually death, which were foretold in the
prophetic books. If the disciples were unable to discern and
reject the yeast of the Sadducees, how could they
understand the road of suffering which Jesus was about to
face?

PRAYER: Lord, our world around us often influences our
thoughts and actions. As a result we sometimes cannot
clearly comprehend you and your words. We pray you help
us overcome this.
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Day 5

Mar 11

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 16:13-20

Today’s passage has significant meaning. It deals with the
disciples’ misconception of who Jesus was and possible
misreading by later readers of the scriptures. We’ll look at
the disciples’, then ours.
When the people were asked who they thought Jesus to be,
they came up with big names – names of revered but dead
prophets. In other words, although none of them knew for
certain, all had thought of Jesus to be a visitor to earth from
the transcendent sphere. And here’s the misconception,
Jesus wasn’t a prophet, a human or a human-plus, but he
was the Messiah who was fully man and fully God. And his
business was to form a new community that would be able to
perceive and confess that he was (and is) the Christ, the Son
of the living God.
Now let us turn to how we as believers may have problems in
our understanding. Basically, our problem has to do with
Peter. The Roman Catholics made him the first pope, while
we Protestants retorted that it wasn’t him but his faith that
was referred to as the “rock”. Both views constitute
misreading. The rock indeed refers to Peter himself. The
church in Jerusalem was founded by him and it was he who
led the early gentiles’ conversions (Acts 8:14-25). It was Peter
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who had done all these before James took over as the leader
of the church. So Peter was the rock , but that was his
historical role, without repetition or succession.
The next problem has to do with a second misreading. The
keys, the “binding” and the “loosing” have often been
understood to refer to salvation, i.e. the keys are to open the
gates of heaven, and these keys refer to works of evangelism
and mission. According to rabbinic usage, “binding” and
“loosing” are terminologies for authoritative teaching. In
other words, they are terms referring to the right to
pronounce what is permitted or forbidden according to the
Torah. Hence, Peter in holding the keys was the chief teacher
of God’s truth. He fed the sheep with God’s word and made
authoritative decisions concerning how Christians should live
their lives. Yet he did so not according to his whims and
fancies. “Shall have been bound/loosed”(NASB) correctly
translates the original Greek text, suggesting that Peter’s
decisions would in fact be decisions already made in heaven.
In other words, he didn’t simply have divine endorsement; he
also had divine guidance in fulfilling his role.
Having dealt with possible misconception and misreading,
let’s give thanks for being the ones to whom Jesus had
revealed himself. We are members of His new community, a
community that has the privilege to experience divine
guidance, one that the gates of Hades will not overpower.
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Day 6

Mar 12

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 16:21-28

Peter, unlike his fellow disciples, correctly perceived that
Jesus was (and is) the Christ. (See Day 5) . But then, he still
had misconceptions on the role of Christ which caused him to
be unconvinced when Jesus predicted his suffering and
death. The degree of his objection even earned him these
words from Jesus, "Get behind me, Satan!” The shock that
Peter experienced through Jesus’s prediction had not only
caused the disciple to rebuke his Rabbi, it revealed at the
same time how his mind rejected his own pronouncement of
who Jesus was, as shown in the passage in Day 5. His eyes
saw and his mouth confessed the real Jesus, but his mind
knew only a Christ who was a figment of his imagination.
Does Peter’s mistake here sound distanced from our reality?
Or can we also imagine ourselves doing exactly the same,
maybe even right now?
When Jesus was done with Peter, his words to the twelve
were even more shocking, or frightening, to be exact. Jesus
wasn’t so much saying that Christians were to deny
themselves and pick up the cross daily to follow him. “Let
him deny himself” (v.24) was said in the light of his
impending passion (vv.21-3). In other words, discipleship
could involve martyrdom. If tradition is to be followed, Peter,
Andrew, Phillip and Stephen, and also Bonhoeffer and others
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in modern times, were all martyrs. The question put forth by
Jesus was whether loyalty to him would take precedence
over self-preservation in the face of hostility.
The choice between being loyal to Christ and selfpreservation is a difficult one (and the author of today’s
devotion is still struggling with it.) There are however
important reminders to steer us towards making the right
choice. First, true life is found only in Jesus, who shall be the
judge in the heavenly court (v27). Today’s passage serves as
an encouragement to the faithful and at the same time a
warning to those whose loyalty may be wavering. Second,
“some...will not taste death until they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom" (v.28) likely points to Jesus’s
resurrection, where he did come to his disciples with “all
authority in heaven and on earth” (see Matt 28:18).
Therefore, the one who remains loyal to Jesus will not be
disappointed and the faithful shall see the Messiah.
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Day 7

Mar 13

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 17:1-13

The transfiguration was an assurance for the disciples, that
the path to the cross is indeed divinely sanctioned. With this
taking place right after the prediction of rejections, this
experience emphasizes the link between self-sacrifice and
the glorious vindication in the economy of God who reigns
and yet suffers.
Present on the mountain with Jesus were Moses and Elijah,
great servants and witnesses to God’s glory. Both of them
finished their time on earth in similar manner: With a grave
no one can locate, Moses was assumed to be taken by God;
while Elijah was separated from Elisha by chariots and horses
of fire and went up in a whirlwind to heaven.
Peter offered to build a shelter for each of the three great
figures. While he was sensitive to the fact that God dwelt
with Israel in tents, and that He would do so again in the days
of salvation, how wrong he was to intentionally or
unintentionally imply that they possess equal authority as
revealers of the divine will.
Peter’s offer was quickly dismissed, for the presence of
Moses and Elijah was primarily to recognize and salute their
successor, Jesus, who came to fulfill God’s plan. They would
then leave Jesus alone in his unchallenged supremacy.
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The assurance of this role came in the most concrete way: a
voice from the cloud – similar to how Jesus’ role of God’s son
was reinforced during his baptism. The divine voice finishes
with “listen to him!”.
Aware of Jesus’ divine and unchallenged status in God’s
kingdom, are there still times that we have been like Peter,
regarding other things or people to take equal status as Jesus
has in our lives, in revealing God’s truth?
It could be superstitions, a good friend, or even a church
leader.
Do we really consider Jesus as Lord above all, coequal with
God the Father, or do we hold him in parallel to the
multitude of leaders we look up to?

PRAYER: Lord, thank you for sending Jesus, and making his
role and divine nature clearly known during the
transfiguration. Help me to regard you and your words as the
most sovereign, and hold Jesus at the status that he is worthy
of.
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Day 8

Mar 14

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 17:14-21

In today’s passage the disciples faced a difficult case, and we
on the other hand are confronted by a saying of Jesus that is
difficult to understand.
The difficult case refers to a sickly boy who is variously
labelled as a lunatic (NASB), an epileptic (ESV) or one that has
seizures (NIV). The various descriptions used on him betray
the fact that original Greek word used to be not readily
translatable into English. Anyway, Matthew finally reveals in
verse 18 that the boy did not have an ailment, but was
instead demon possessed. And, his situation proved to be too
difficult for the disciples.
But as we read on, we shall see that the real difficulty lies not
with the boy, but with the disciples themselves.
We see in verse 17 that Jesus was frustrated, and the cause
was his disciples. With all that he had taught the disciples,
the many occasions where they had witness him healing and
driving out demons, and the authority he has conferred on
them to do the same (Matt 10:1, 8), they simply failed to help
the boy. Their failure has unwittingly betrayed the fact that
they are still part of the “perverse generation”. His lashing
out at them goes to suggests that he saw them to be the
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representatives of it, a generation where no one who had
faith in God.
The saying concerning faith like a mustard seed that can
move a mountain is to be understood in light of what have
just been discussed. Haven’t we heard comparisons made on
the size of ones’ faith, based on the presumptions that the
greater the faith, the greater shall be the blessing received
and the works accomplished. What we have here is however
not a story about the size of faith (something not measurable
to begin with), but the presence of faith in the given situation.
To put it differently, Jesus is saying that if one does not have
faith as small as a mustard seed, or smaller than a mustard
seed, then that would be no faith at all. In short, we are to
have faith of any degree, which when correctly understood,
is to be in a relationship with God where he is our Lord and
source in everything, whose unlimited power we draw from,
and we his children and servants.
So just a small question for today, do we have faith?

19

Day 9 Mar 15
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 17:22-23
The disciples are now hearing for a second time Jesus
predicting his suffering, which is largely the same as what is
recorded in Matt 16:21 apart from the introduction of a new
element -betrayal. English translations ender it either into “to
be delivered” or “to be betrayed”, owing to the original Greek
word having the 2 shades of meaning. What we would like to
pay attention to is the passive form of the verb. Apart from
describing that which will soon be happening to Jesus, the
passive form is possibly an allusion to Isa 53:6 and 53:12.
Should that be the case, then Matthew is saying that while it
was Judas who betrayed Jesus, it was after all God who was
handling him over to the “hands of men” behind the scene.
In any case, "The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the
hands of men” (ESV), a statement in which observant readers
quickly detect a wordplay: although it is Jesus who will suffer
at the hands of men, this Jesus is also the Son of Man (see
Dan 7) who shall judge all man with his future glory and
authority.
Jesus makes it very clear in the next verse that the Son of
Man will be raised after three day. Yet his message didn’t help
the disciples. It must have been so since “they were greatly
distressed”. Most likely, they were so overwhelmed by the
impending circumstances to such an extent that they weren’t
able to see beyond the death to the resurrection.
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Yet it is upon the resurrection on which everything hinges,
elsewise we would have believe in vain (1 Cor 15:1-11). The
bible stresses that the resurrection is a historical event that
has already taken place, yet mature and young Christian still
lose the vision of resurrection time and again in the midst of
a mundane and stressful life. But the call for the disciples and
for us is one and the same, that in all things, we are to look
beyond circumstances and to look to God who is always at
work and in control, albeit behind the scene.

21

Day 10 Mar 16
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 17:24-27
The group returned from Galilee to Capernaum, the official
residence of Jesus and Peter, which explains why the tax
collectors approached the latter to ask whether they will be
paying the tax. The two drachma (equivalent to half a shekel)
tax is to be paid be by Jewish males 20 years old and above to
support the works of the temple. It is a special exception to
the Roman policy where subjects (in this case the Jews) are
not allowed to collect taxes for themselves.
When Peter entered the house, Jesus broached the subject
on paying the tax before Peter uttered a word on it. We
shouldn’t therefore jump to the conclusion that Jesus is here
displaying supernatural knowledge of things (although that
might in fact be true). The conversation between Peter and
the tax collector could have taken place right outside the
house!
The conclusion that we may draw confidently is that in
declaring his special relationship with God whom temple the
tax was meant to service, Jesus is at the same time affirming
that his disciples and we Christians are children of God by
adoption. We are therefore to have full confidence of the
freedom we have in God.
The question would then be how are we to view and exercise
this freedom? The way Jesus went about it was to ask Peter
to do something miraculous and to get the money to pay the
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tax, so as not to give offense. Side note: we aren’t told
whether Peter did carry out either of Jesus’ instructions, but
we already have enough help to answer our question in
reading what Jesus told Peter.
Freedom is what we have in God, yet it is not for us to give
offense in exercising it. This understanding became the basic
principle that Paul based on in his dealings with people (see 1
Cor 8:13; 9:12, 22). Christians, says Paul, are to be concerned
for others in exercising their given freedom (1 Cor 8-9).
In sum, for Jesus, to withhold the exercise of freedom was to
be “freed up” to focus on more important things at hand,
namely, the task that God has given to be accomplished.
From Paul, we see that freedom is be exercised with love.
Doesn’t all this sound like an application of the first and
second commandment?
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Day 11

Mar 18

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:1-5
Matthew, Mark and Luke all have an account on the
disciples’ argument about which of them might be the
greatest. But it is only in Gospel of Luke that the
phrase “Jesus discerned their innermost thoughts”(Luke
9:46) was included. Then what is the innermost thoughts of
the disciples? Is it about them wanting to be highly regarded,
take the prominent position, or to brag about their
importance? All three wrote that Jesus didn’t give a direct
answer, but to take a child to stand among them, and said
sternly, I tell you the truth, unless you turn around and
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven! Surely it sounds incredible for all who are present.
For all those who want to enter the kingdom of God, you
have to turn around and become like children. So, is Jesus
making it difficult for the adults? What is Jesus exactly saying
when he mentions about the little ones?
Through bringing in a little child, Jesus reminded them to be
innocent like a child in total dependence upon Heavenly
Father. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said blessed are
the poor in spirit (one who knows his own spiritual poverty,
and thus dependent on Heavenly Father), for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to them. Through the argument on who is
the greatest, Jesus reminded his disciples, if they want to
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enter kingdom of heaven, they need to forego their desire for
status and importance, and to be willingly lowly and humble.
The required mindset is just as simple as that. If one seeks
high position, some strives so hard that they lost their
direction. If one regards long service in church to mean that
one has a respectable position, and think of receiving great
rewards in the future, let us be reminded by Jesus that we
need to keep a childlike mentality, who is forever dependent
on the Father, in order to remain part of the kingdom of
heaven.
Jesus continued: Whoever is humble like a child shall be the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven and honored. Whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me. For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes
and you clothed me. When a person takes the lowly position
and serve those in need, it is done upon Jesus. That person
will be the greatest and honored.
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Day 12

Mar 19

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:6-9

After Jesus explained "who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven", he used a metaphor to tell the disciples that if
someone is willing to accept a lowly person because of his
name, it is to accept Jesus. Anyone who causes one of these
little ones who believes in Jesus to stumble, it would be
better for them to have a large millstone hung around their
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.
Woe to the one who stumbles others. Jesus warned those
who stumble others strictly. If your hand or your foot causes
you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. And if your eye
causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it
away. However, we all know that no one will cut off their
hands and feet, but these evil deeds are bound to them are
like hands and feet that are attached to them all day long. It
is difficult to give up these evil acts or relationships, to the
point of cruelty, but it clearly shows Jesus' intention to get rid
of sin. Jesus does not want any one (sheep) to be lost, and is
even more unwilling for anyone to be hindered or stumbled,
and thus unable to enter the kingdom of heaven to enjoy
eternal life.
The scripture shows us that it is inevitable that we may
stumble others. Jesus warns us that we may stumble one of
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these little ones, those we may not value in our eyes, but
Jesus says it matters to him.
Jesus values all the people in the world who belong to him. It
is his will for all to enter the kingdom of heaven. This is
something that must be done. It cannot be hindered and
cannot be changed.
During Lent, we may reflect whether we have said a word,
made a decision, passed a comment, that hurt or stumbled a
brother or sister, let us repent to God.

PRAYER: God, I am willing to repent in front of you (to say
that we have hurt or neglected others in the past), and that
there are hidden or sinful mistakes that are seen by others.
May the Lord help me correct them? I have to rely on your
light to see.
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Day 13

Mar 20

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:10-14

The parable of the lost sheep in Luke’s gospel was targeted at
non-believers. Conversely, in Mark’s gospel, it was meant for
an audience who already believed in Jesus. The preceding
verse 6 “these little ones who believe in me” shows that.
Jesus’ teaching was that even if there was only one follower
who was lost, He would look for him. This act of searching for
that follower resembles that of the man leaving the ninetynine sheep to look for the one that went astray.
If we do not know each other, and we do not make effort to
approach others and understand them, we would not know
who has gone lost. The act of searching for lost sheep is not
just the responsibility of the pastoral team, elders and
deacons. Jesus says that this is the responsibility of the
church and its every member.
We need to consider that God paid a heavy price to bring to
us our salvation and make us a part of the faith community.
Hence if any of our brothers or sisters leave the Church or
lose their faith, it would be a loss, and all of the Church’s
brothers and sisters should treat this seriously. As believers
in Jesus, we should not only place emphasis on our own
salvation, but should be aware that Christians exist and live
as a community. Hence we should strive to be aware of
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people who may be lost; we are also responsible for looking
out for them.
God wants to, through us, exemplify His life, allow his grace
to befall upon others, and to work his power. When all of us
as Christ’s followers come together, it is inevitable that there
be friction and misunderstanding. Those who are lost are not
just the ones who have sinned, or are weak in faith, but also
refer to those who leave the Church for various reasons. We
need to dispel the misconception that there is nothing wrong
with the church. Instead, we should acknowledge the
shortcomings of the church, and more importantly, put in
effort to resolve them. It is in the process of fixing these
shortcomings that God shows Himself among His people.
What we should be proud of is not that we do not have
weaknesses or that the church is problem-free – it is that we
have weaknesses, but God will help us overcome them. Just
as Paul says: “I will boast most gladly about my weakness, so
that the power of Christ may reside in me.”

In your heart, are you thinking about bringing back a
particular lost sheep? Pray to God to lead you to take action.
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Day 14

Mar 21

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:15-20

This passage is linked to the practice of church discipline.
When a brother does something wrong, we should approach
him and not discuss his wrongdoings behind his back. If he
does not heed our advice, we should repeat the process with
another 2 or 3 people. The point is not to attack, reprimand
or judge him but to try to get him to see his shortcomings
and faults. Fundamentally, in his instructions, Jesus’ objective
is to help the person.
The prayer in verses 18-20 is not just a generic one, but was
prayed by the two or three people for their sinning brother.
Through this prayer, these people seek God’s direction and
advice on the course of action to take with regard to their
brother. God treats this matter seriously – he does not want
us to give in to those who sin, nor does he want us to
practise discipline purely in a legalistic manner. When we
point out the wrong in someone, it is not to judge him but
with that intention to restore him spiritually. Hence in this
difficult situation, God gave the two or three (people who
prayed) authority, such that “whatever they bound on earth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatever they loosed on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” God promised to be in their midst,
but such matters need to be handled with great care; they
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should be guided by love, and knowing very well that Jesus’
intention is to restore this person.
Hence when the disciples asked Jesus how to deal with the
man who sinned, He instructed them to let him know his
fault, followed by unconditional forgiveness so that he can
start anew. If a church could not help a fallen person to start
anew, the church would have failed in showing the grace and
power of God. So let us not boast that our church has no
weakness or shortcomings, instead, we should reflect: are
there those who are lost and weak among us? Can they pick
themselves up and become a new man? Can God’s restoring
power be shown in us and in them?
When God spoke of his holiness and righteousness, it
includes forgiveness, acceptance, and enabling the weak and
fallen to start life afresh. We pray that cell groups in our
church, brothers and sisters can all experience being loved
and respected, and view their lives and that of others as
precious. In doing so, we will observe that the forgiveness
and encompassing nature of God in us!
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Day 15

Mar 22

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter came up and asked Jesus how often he should
forgive his brothers who sin against him, Jesus said, “I do not
say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.” Even while
suffering and dying on the cross, Jesus chose to forgive his
murderers. It gets difficult for us when Jesus demands us –
his followers – to do likewise.
Was Jesus’ teaching difficult to accept? Yes! In general, the
Jewish tradition is more concerned with justice than forgiving
hopeless sinners. “Forgive one another” is not found in the
Ten Commandments or any of Moses’ laws. In Psalms, the
people’s prayer book, we don’t find David asking God to help
him forgive his enemies. More often, we find prayers asking
for God’s forgiveness or pleading God to punish the wicked.
When we read the prophetic books, we don’t find the OT
prophets encouraging their people to forgive their enemies.
Rather, people are called to repent so that they can return to
their relationship with God.

The OT points out two key perspectives regarding forgiveness:
1. Forgiveness is a “God- thing”.

32

To ancient Israelites, forgiveness is something God does,
not something that humans do.
2. Forgiveness is a “repentance thing”.
The OT concept is: forgiveness is granted on the
condition of repentance. We don’t see the picture of
prophets handing out pardon certificates to sinners
unless and until they repent.
However, Jesus preaches God’s forgiveness as an act of grace
– given even to the undeserving and sinners who have yet to
repent. This is good news to us. Jesus reveals that in God we
do not simply find unyielding justice but also much needed
love and mercy. Forgiveness is never something that the
recipient deserves.
For us, it’s easier to forgive strangers than those close to us.
Furthermore, the graver the offence, the more difficult it is.
However, the difficulty in forgiving is not an excuse for not
trying. It should only help us to recognize that forgiveness is
not something we can do overnight. Forgiveness is a long
process. There are milestones in the process and we will
struggle. When we overcome each stage and continue, we
are making progress with God.
You can learn to forgive.
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Day 16

Mar 23

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 18:21-35

1. Confront the wrong
Forgiveness is not excusing the offence, but confronting it. If
we want to begin, we must first identify the offence for what
it really is: Is it betrayal, stealing, assault, sexual abuse,
humiliation etc?
2. Acknowledge the impact of wounds
As we open up our old wounds, we must deal with the
emotions that emerge as a consequence of the offence. We
mustn’t deny these emotions, otherwise, the negative
emotions get buried and become the emotional baggage we
bring in to other relationships we have. This stage of
recognising and acknowledging the impact the wounds have
in our lives will last for a while. So we must not rush
ourselves through this recovery process.
3. Release and liberate
Regardless of the offender’s attitude – whether he or she has
apologized or repented – we on our own part can choose to
release all the destructive emotions that bind and cripple us.
This stage is critical. When we refuse to do this, the offender
(and the devil) will continue to have a firm grip over us. We
lock ourselves in un-forgiveness.
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4. See alternative reality
Forgiveness creates an alternative reality. We are able to see
how God has intervened mysteriously to bring something
beautiful out of the tragedy. We actually witness how justice
and grace can evolve out of the wrong committed on us. Just
as Joseph said to his brothers finally, “You intend to harm me.
But it was not you who sent me here, but God. It was to save
lives that God sent me ahead of you.” (Genesis 50:20)
At its core forgiving is all about restoring relationships: with
God, with others, and with ourselves. When we forgive one
another, our friendships are strengthened. When we forgive
ourselves, our own brokenness is healed. We will finally find
peace.

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, I admit that (________name the offence)
was a wrong inflicted on me. The offence has hurt me in such
a manner. I forgive (_______name) for (_____________name
the offence). I will not allow (________offender and offence)
to stop my personal growth. I see how God has worked in
this situation. In your strength, enable me to reach out and
reconcile with (___________name ). I pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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Day 17

Mar 25

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 19:1-6

The Pharisees came to test Jesus with a question on marriage.
They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any
and every reason?” Their intent was to make use of the
traditional Mosaic stipulations to see if Jesus would make a
mistake in interpretation or even break the Law, and then to
file accusation against Him. At that time, there were two
Jewish schools of thought that provided interpretations for
Moses’ provisions on divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1-4): the
conservative Shammai and the liberal Hillel. These two
schools had their differences and debates. No matter what
stand Jesus took, He would inadvertently incur the
displeasure of some faction. Evidently, the Pharisees had
presented Jesus with a tough question laid with traps.
Jesus referenced Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 to state His view on
marriage and explain the will of God in instituting marriage.
At the beginning of creation God made man and woman.
Clearly, God’s design for marriage and family is the union of
man and woman as one body, that the total union of the two
individuals would bring upon them the blessings and
pleasures of marriage. Since marriage is the arrangement of
God, humans ought to do their utmost to safeguard and
nurture their marriage, in order that marriage life becomes a
testimony that glorifies God and blesses others. With
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subtlety and wisdom, Jesus led the Pharisees back to the
original intent of God to understand the divine purpose and
plan for the institution of marriage.
Many married couples living in modern urban cities tend to
be bogged down by the busyness of career building and the
burden of household responsibilities. They became so
fatigued in body and soul that there is hardly time and
energy left to work on their marital relationship, not to
mention building a family altar that worships God and
inculcating habits of spiritual living. May God grant strength
and wisdom to husbands and wives. During this period of
Lent, may they slow down their pace in life and find energy
amid busyness to reflect, to make deliberate arrangements
for spending quality time with each other. In doing so, to
sustain and enhance the wonder of their marital relationship.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, please enable every husband and
wife to live their marriage life in accordance to Your purpose,
to love and care for each other, upholding their marriage vow.
Let their marital life be filled with Your love and joy. We pray
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Day 18

Mar 26

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 19:7-12

The Pharisees continued to pressure Jesus. If God did not
allow divorce to happen, they asked, “Why then did Moses in
the Law permit divorce?” (refer to the Deuteronomy 24:1-4
stipulation on divorcing one’s wife). Through such
questioning the Pharisees wanted to show how Jesus’ answer
contradicted Moses’ teaching. Jesus, however, emphasized
that Moses permitted them to divorce their wives due to
their hardened hearts. When Moses laid down that
stipulation, the intent was to protect women from
unreasonable abandonment by their husbands. The
certificate of divorce was given to her as evidence that she
had been lawfully divorced and thus not a prostitute or
immoral woman. It was also to safeguard the sanctity of
marriage. Hence, the focus of this law was not to teach about
divorce but to protect the victims.
Jesus also pointed out that if divorce was not on the grounds
of sexual immorality, it destroyed the union of marriage. As
such, to divorce in order to remarry, or to marry a woman
who was divorced, were regarded as having committed the
sin of adultery. When the disciples heard about the stark
requirements and standards of marriage, they remarked that
it was better not to marry. However, Jesus told them that
singlehood was not something that everyone could accept
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but a gift from God. Either these people were born that way
(as eunuchs) or they chose to be that way for the sake of
God’s kingdom i.e. they give up the opportunity to marry and
chose celibacy to advance the ministry of the Gospel.
A blessed and happy marriage demands commitment from
husband and wife. They must be willing to make mutual
sacrifices for the other, love each other, practice fidelity,
work on communication, put effort to nurture the marriage
together. When the relationship is hurt or destroyed due to
various reasons such as temptations and trials, husband and
wife must quickly reflect, repent and pray together to seek
help. This is necessary to prevent hearts from hardening over
time and wounds to fester beyond healing, causing the
marriage to spiral into irreversible destruction.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, we implore You to watch over and
bless Your people: married couples, singles, widows or
widowers alike, that each and all will live in blessed
happiness as they work at living out a vibrant life of
Christlikeness. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Amen!
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Day 19

Mar 27

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 19:13-15

The disciples rebuked those who brought little children to
Jesus for him to place His hands on them and pray for them.
When Jesus saw that, He said “Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.” The Synoptic Gospels* recorded
many incidences of Jesus using children as the medium to
teach about Kingdom truths: entering the Kingdom, receiving
the Kingdom, understanding what the Kingdom is like, or in
receiving the Lord. All of these require that we possess the
attributes of little children.
Little children had very special innocence and humbleness of
heart. Perhaps this is because children had not yet been
infiltrated by the complexities of the world and society or
experienced the pain of human emotions. As such, they can
learn readily with true humility and to embrace the salvation
and hope of the Gospel. As little children had limited ability
and knowledge, they continually depend on parents for
protection and help. Likewise, as God’s children we must
practice total reliance on our Heavenly Father.
As people advance in age, their education and knowledge
also grow. Would having enriched life experiences aid you
and me to better understand the Gospel and to believe its
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message of salvation and hope? Or would it cause you and
me to lose the heart of humility and innocence to embark on
the faith journey of total dependence on God? Children are
gifts from God to parents. As parents, have we often devoted
so much time and energy to our work and career that we
have neglected to love and care for our children, to impart to
them true teachings of life? Parents need to consider that
apart from providing for their children’s material needs, it is
of greater importance to attend to the needs of their souls in
order for their healthy development in the Lord.

PRAYER:Heavenly Father, enable us to have the humbleness
and pureness of hearts like little children, that may seek and
know the Gospel of the Kingdom. As parents, may we guide
our children to walk the path of faith and stay on track. May
they grow up in a healthy way with joy and blessedness
under Your watchful care. We pray in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.

*Synoptic gospels
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which describe
events from a similar point of view, as contrasted with that of
John.
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Day 20

Mar 28

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 19:16-22

A rich young man came to Jesus to inquire what good thing
he must do in order to get eternal life. Jesus told him that to
enter eternal life he must keep the commandments, sell all
his possessions and give to the poor, then follow the Lord.
The rich young man was able to obey and live out the
requirements of the commandments, but not willing to give
up his great wealth to follow the Lord. He left in sadness.
Jesus wanted to help the rich young man understand his
current condition: his life was filled with so much possessions
and benefits that these have overtaken his thoughts and
directions in life. Jesus needed to get to the root of his
problem in order to provide the remedy. To enter eternal life,
it is necessary that one allows the Lord to be the ruler of
one’s life, and the person must follow Him in full submission
and faith.
Jesus’ words appear to make things difficult for man. How
many people can give up all their possessions to follow Him?
Yet Jesus had said earlier, “Store up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:20-21).
When Jesus says sell all your possessions to give to the poor
and invest your treasures in heaven, it is indeed a best-of42

both-worlds situation. Through various means of offering and
serving, we transform the wealth of the world into
imperishable treasures in heaven. Moreover, a heart that
helps others stays focused on God.
It is not easy to obey and live out all the commandments and
teachings stated in the Bible. Moreover, the rich young man
was good in morality, character and conduct; this was
admirable. However, Jesus was more concerned about
whether the person would let Him be the sole centre of his
life, draw near to Him and honour Him first, rather than
outward observance of the commandments. In our life, do
we have excess matters that we regard as most precious,
which hinder us from drawing close to the Lord and
honouring Him as priority? This could cost us to carry on life
in sadness just like the rich young man.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help us to magnify You, and to live
for Christ. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Amen!

43

Day 21 Mar 29
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 9:22-26
After dealing with the young rich man, Jesus told disciples
that it would be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom
of heaven and even said that it was easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
kingdom of heaven. Let us first dispel the misconception that
possessing wealth is a negative thing. According to the Bible,
wealth is also a sign of God’s blessing (Deuteronomy 28:1-14).
In today’s passage, the difficulty of entering the kingdom of
heaven not only has to do with the unwillingness of the rich
man to part with his vast wealth, but more pointedly that
wealth brings along unnamed privileges, powers and
luxurious material enjoyment and could eventually dominate
the person’s life. One is driven by desires to pursue
more wealth. This eventually becomes difficult and painful
for the rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven and to
follow Jesus.
Upon hearing Jesus’ words, the disciples were astonished and
asked “Then who can be saved?” to which Jesus replied, “This
is impossible for mere humans, but for God all things are
possible.” God sent his Son incarnate among men to call
people back to him; and those who follow Jesus has got the
most precious thing in the world, far beyond wealth and
power, and this is exactly what we should get from this story.
Indeed in the Bible we see rich people became followers
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of Jesus, including Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea, who
asked for the body of Jesus from Pilate (Matthew 27:57-58),
or the chief tax collector, Zaccheus (Luke 19:2, 9-10);
the former became Jesus’ disciple, the latter repented and
hence salvation reached his house. Even though we may see
it as impossible, but to God, all is possible. And God will
complete his will according to his plan.
As described earlier, having wealth is a sign of God’s blessing.
However, we should not be enslaved by riches or allow our
lives to be driven by them. Material wealth can be used
appropriately to spread God’s message and carry out God's
ministries smoothly, but it cannot be the master of our lives
and hinder us from following and serving God. Let us
remember that Jesus also used the parable of the sower to
urge his disciples, that among those who receive the word,
there will be some “who hear the word, but worldly cares
and the seductiveness of wealth choke the word, so it
produces nothing.”(Matthew 13:22)
PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your
graciousness and blessings. We pray that the Word that we
receive do not get choked up by worldly cares and wealth,
such that we do not bear fruit for you. In Jesus’ name we
pray, Amen!

45

Day 22 Mar 30
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 19:27-30
Peter immediately said to Jesus, “Look, we have left
everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?”
Jesus replied that they would be rewarded at the renewal of
all things. And whoever has left houses or brothers or sisters
or father or mother or children or fields will receive a
hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. To Peter
and other disciples, they were determined to lay down
everything they have to follow Jesus and be his disciples; this
is pleasing to God and hence will bless them greatly in
return.
No doubt, compared their response to that of the rich young
man, the great sacrifice and commitment of Peter and the
disciples was commendable. However if this commitment
was given in hopes of returns or benefits, it would not be
acceptable nor honourable. Jesus hence made it clear to the
disciples “But many who are first will be last, and the last
first.” Those who serve for personal gain may
presumptuously believe they are first, but are left last in
God’s kingdom; those who serve Jesus with the sole intention
to heed His call would be first.
We must be vigilant to prevent ourselves from falling into a
mindset of rewards like Peter did. There are people who
sacrifice for God’s cause at huge cost, there are even some
who are willing to lose everything to serve God, all to
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respond to God’s calling and to accomplish his assigned task.
They did so not in anticipation of personal gain or future
returns. The effort that we put in, and unknown sacrifices we
make for God would definitely be acknowledged and
remembered by Him, even if no other humans acknowledge
or praise us for them.

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace that
has redeemed us. We pray for correct mindset and intentions
to follow You, to witness Christ, to bless our community and
glorify God’s name. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen!
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Day 23

Apr 1

Passage: Matthew 20:1-16

Who can enter the kingdom of heaven? (Matthew 19:23-25)
In Matthew 19, Jesus ended with the phrase “But many who
are first will be last, and many who are last will be first”
(19:30). To help us understand this phrase, Jesus used a
parable. This parable is the explanation of this phrase,
because it is also at the conclusion (20:16).
At the heart of this parable is the unfairness of the
landowner. Those who had worked more had sacrificed more.
They deserved more for their sacrifice. The landowner, in his
reply, changed a complaint about fairness between the
different workers into a question of fairness between himself
and each individual worker. “Friend, I am not being unfair to
you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius?” The
keywords in his reply are “Friend” and “to you”. On a
personal level, there is no unfairness. The landowner paid
what was agreed upon with the grumbling workers.
But fairness on the individual level is not fairness on the
corporate level. By giving the late workers the same wage as
the early workers, the landowner was generous to the late
workers, but not equally generous to the early workers. The
early workers expect that kind of fairness (20:10). Their real
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problem is not that the late workers should receive less, but
that they should receive more.
The landowner knows their minds. Two questions from the
owner are the keys to the entire parable. He asked: “Don’t I
have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are
you envious because I am generous? (v.15)” Let’s tackle the
questions one by one. Does he have the right? Of course, he
has the right. It’s his own money. He can use it whichever
way he wants. So the answer lies with the second question.
Is the problem an issue of envy? Yes. It is envy. The early
workers are envious of the generosity towards the late
workers. A generosity they did not receive. They tried to
package their complaint into an issue of unfairness, but really
the issue is about envy. The early workers who have
sacrificed much and worked all day have been paid fairly. But
they now want more after seeing what the late workers got.
They want more than fairness. They want the same
generosity too.
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Day 24

Apr 2

Passage: Matthew 20:1-16

What is envy? It goes beyond greed. A person can be greedy
when he sees something he wants. But envy only arises
when in comparison with another. Envy is poisonous to the
soul because you cannot be happy with the good fortune
that others receive. You can only become happy when you
get the good fortune too. In the case of the parable, it is sad
because the early workers cannot end on a happy note
despite having employment for the day. They could have
enjoyed the fruits of labour with the income for their family.
Yet they could not be happy because of their envy. Because
they were blinded by their envy, they failed to appreciate the
gracious efforts of the landowner in providing for as many
workers as possible. We see the very detailed way the final
workers were described (16:6-7). These were not lazy
workers scheming for an easy way to earn a quick buck. They
were poor people who were unemployed and would have to
starve if not for the generosity of the landowner. But the
early workers who were grumbling did not see this. They
only cared about the generosity for themselves. In being
poisoned by envy, they failed to see that they too work under
the grace of the landowner. They were the first in the field,
but they were the last to truly know the heart of the
landowner.
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How does this parable explain the phrase “The last will be the
first, and the first will be the last”? And how does the phrase
help to interpret any of the criteria set by Jesus about
entering the kingdom of heaven? From the words of Jesus, it
is doubtless that sacrifices are necessary to enter the
kingdom of heaven. This is especially so in the days of
Matthew, where there were persecutions and poverty. But it
is one thing to sacrifice for the sake of the kingdom; it is
another thing entirely to think that it is your sacrifices that
make you deserving to enter into the kingdom of heaven.
When you think that your deeds, your efforts and your
sacrifices are your security, that they are your assurance that
God will favour you over the others, that may be your
greatest mistake. The first will be the last.
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Day 25

Apr 3

Passage: Matthew 20:1-16

Beware of being stumbled by the grace of God because of
envy. You might fail to appreciate that God can be gracious
in different ways to others. You may want to compare. You
want fairness. But on the corporate level, there is never
fairness. God will be fair to each individual based on the
circumstances of each person. That is the right of God. If
you are stumbled by how gracious God can be to others, if
you think that your sacrifices rightly deserve more, then
that’s when the first will be the last. It’s not by works that
we are saved, but by the grace of God.
Let this parable be a good reminder to us. If there is one
image that can capture from this parable, it is that of a tired,
sweaty and exhausted worker in ministry. Some of us may
be feeling this way too. You have worked in the field for a
long time. You are responsible for a large part of the fruits
collected. You were there when the heat was the strongest
and when some gave up, you persevered on. Jesus promised
the reward is a hundred times for all that you’ve sacrificed.
But sometimes, even that is not enough. Out of the corner of
your eye, you spot others receiving the same abundant grace
of God while sacrificing a lot less. Man! That is so unfair. At
these moments, this parable is a reminder - our work is a
grace from God, not our security for more blessing. If you
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have sacrificed, then enjoy the fruits with joy, rather than
ending on a sour note. The sourness and bitterness of envy
only serve to make you last in the eyes of God. We do not
know the circumstances that others face in their dealings
with God. We should rejoice and be happy for them if that is
the will of God.
As for those who are latecomers into the kingdom of heaven,
you are welcome to join us in the work. God will be gracious
to you and he is out here and there, seeking you to join us.
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Day 26

Apr 4

Passage: Matthew 20:17-28

This was the third and final time that Jesus predicted his
suffering and death to the disciples. In all three times, the
predictions were followed by the disciples’ lack of
understanding (see Matthew 16:21-23 ; 17:22-23; 18:1). The
disciples were not dull-witted. Their mental block was due to
the paradoxical nature of servant leadership.
Their
worldviews were shaped by the leadership style of
dominance that was prevalent in surrounding cultures.
Essentially, when you had a higher social status, you had
authority over others. And people depended on you for
benefits, such as giving positions of honour, or assigning
privileges of work or properties. They had to respect that you
controlled their fates, and you had the ability to make their
lives better or worse. The disciples might have been
expecting Jesus to successfully overthrow the Romans, just
like the Maccabees did 200 years before him, an event still
celebrated by the Jews today as Hanukkah. As they had seen
Jesus perform miracles far greater than the Maccabees ever
could, their expectations were not far-fetched. In the event
that this happened, then the relative social statuses among
the apostles would become very important. Depending on
their closeness with Jesus, they would become generals, chief
priests or hold other political appointments. In the court of
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the royal palace, they could sit by his side and drink from the
cups at his feasting table.
Their minds might not have been ready for a concept as
radical as servant leadership, but Jesus still needed to
prepare them, so that when it was finally demonstrated by
his death on the cross, they would come to understand it
thoroughly. In using the concept of ransom, Jesus was
alluding to Isaiah 53:10-12. A ransom is what someone might
pay to give freedom to a slave. Jesus saw his sacrifice as
necessary for the freedom of those bound to sin and death.
Just like in Isaiah 53, as a servant of God he willingly suffered
for their sakes. He suffered alongside them though he was
innocent. The punishment they deserved for their sins were
laden on him as well. In doing so, he redefined kingship as
bearing the sins of his people. By fulfilling the will of God,
the people can be redeemed for God. Just as promised in
Isaiah 53:11, the servant king of God did see the light of life.
God raised Jesus to life on the third day.
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Day 27

Apr 5

Passage: Matthew 20:17-28

John and James truly did not know what they were asking.
For when Jesus was declared king, those on his left and right
were rebels who were crucified. Matthew 27: 37 Above his
head they placed the written charge against him: This is Jesus,
the king of the Jews. 38 Two rebels were crucified with
him, one on his right and one on his left. The cup to be drunk
was not a cup of victorious celebration. It was an allusion to
the cup of God’s wrath upon sinful humanity, described in
Isaiah 51:17-23 (for the Jews) and also in Jeremiah 25:15-29
(for all nations). The ferocity of the spiked wine resulted in
waves of calamities. In the past, Jerusalem was brought to its
knees after the drink. And for decades it lay slumped in an
alley, like a discarded or neglected corpse. The crucified
body of Jesus on the cross was a reminder of the state of
Israel before God raised it back to life. This metaphor of the
cup would again be repeated at the Gethsemane (Matthew
26:39, 42).
John and James were not at the left and right of Jesus on the
cross. But eventually they did drink from the cup of Jesus.
James died a martyr according to Acts 12.2. The fate of John
is unknown (John 21:21-23), but traditionally he was believed
to be the same John who was exiled to Patmos in Revelations.
Just like Jesus, they suffered for the good of the people, so
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that they might receive the gospel, not because they
deserved it. Drinking from the cup now represents the
willingness to bear the sins of others. It becomes an act of
serving others by giving your life. This is true greatness in the
kingdom of God.
To all the mothers out there wishing the best for your
children: you exemplify true love by sacrificing your lives for
the good of your children. From giving birth to sleepless
nights, from daily chores to yearly routines, the children are
blessed by your care and concern so that they may pursue
their dreams unsaddled from the worries of the world. But
consider this: give them a heart of service, just like the one
you have for your child. Let them be great, not only in the
eyes of the world, but also in the eyes of God.
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Day 28

Apr 6

Passage: Matthew 20:29-34

One may wonder if the blind in ancient Israel had a network
like the Singapore Association of the Visually Handicapped
(https://savh.org.sg). This passage is almost a full duplication
of the scene in Matthew 9:27-31 where two blind men were
healed by Jesus (and Matthew 12:22-37 is both a contraction
of characters and an expansion of discourse of Matthew
9:27-34). It was as if the blind men of Galilee had sent a
direct message to the blind men of Jericho telling them not
to miss the golden opportunity. No wonder these blind men
of Jericho would not be silenced by the rebuking crowd. In
both cases, the messianic title Son of David was called out.
But there is a key difference between the two. In Matthew 9,
the two blind men of Galilee were warned to secrecy,
whereas in Matthew 20, it was a public affair and the two
blind men of Jericho followed Jesus into Jerusalem.
Why was there such a difference? The title Son of David
offers a hint. Since the genealogy in Matthew 1, we have
been gradually prepared to learn the full identity of Jesus. He
is the Davidic king who will restore the kingdom of heaven
and “save his people from their sins” (1:21). Yet, this is a title
with serious implications given the volatile political
environment. The Jews frequently revolted against Roman
rule. Even though Jesus knew his kingship was about
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servanthood and sacrifice, it was always going to be difficult
to temper the expectations of the crowd, including his own
disciples. You can sense the excitement of the people in
Matthew 21:9, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”
But while Matthew 9 was still the preparatory phase, in
Matthew 20 we have come to the revelatory phase. The eyes
of the blind were opened to know that Jesus is the Son of
David, but from Jerusalem onwards, they shall see the true
meaning of Jesus’ servant kingship. Jesus’ compassion for
them reminds us of Matthew 9:36 “like sheep without a
shepherd”. It was the time for the great Shepherd of the
sheep (Hebrews 13:20) to take the lead and show the way.
The followers of Jesus will see how he is the way, the truth
and the life.
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Day 29 Apr 8
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:1-11
In this passage, Matthew directs us to the incidents during
the last five days of Jesus’ life.
These events cover from Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem until His
betrayal, crucifixion, resurrection and the ascension.
The event of Jesus’ crucifixion is familiar to us. During the
Lent period every year, we shall reflect on the death of Jesus.
Let us follow what Matthew had recorded as we walk with
Jesus through this historic trail. Although we have our own
understanding about Jesus’ suffering, let us re-visit the
Gospel to reflect on Jesus’ experience of suffering, and allow
God to speak to us once again through that which had
happened in the past. The Lord Jesus had also promised the
Holy Spirit’s ministry of guidance and enlightenment which
enable us to know more about Jesus more and to commit our
lives to Him.
As we trace the progress and development of each event, we
shall seek to understand the meaning and the significance of
the suffering that Jesus experienced. In other words, we
ought to read carefully in order to know what Matthew has
intended us to learn.
From the time of Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem until His death on
the cross, we want to learn, “What has Jesus done?” “What
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has He spoken?” “How do the people around Him react?”
and “What has led Jesus to be crucified?” “What was Jesus’
self-understanding concerning the plot to kill him?” “Did the
Crucifixion stem from an intended plan by Jesus, or an
unexpected mob’s reaction? Why do you think so?” “Who is
this Jesus who was crucified?” “How is Jesus’ death related to
me?”
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Day 30 Apr 9
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:1-11

According to the festive calendar of the church, the “Holy
Week” starts the time of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem until His
resurrection. The author of the Gospel of Mathew recorded
for us important events that took place during the five days
prior to Jesus’ crucifixion that we ought not to overlook.
Without these information the cross is but an empty and
meaningless tragic story, or is just a farce.
In today’s Scripture text, Jesus entered Jerusalem mounted
on a donkey with a colt. The entire event was planned by
Jesus Himself. He instructed the disciples on the “where” and
the “how” in finding the resources He needed. Pay attention
to the outcome of the incident: Everyone said that Jesus was
the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee (verse 11). Who is this
Jesus? Who did the people think he was? Did Jesus ever want
to reveal His identity to the people? What is the significance
of Jesus’ self-revelation? Wouldn’t the Crucifixion itself be
sufficient to fulfil God’s Salvation plan? Why should there be
so many actions and speech?
It is obvious that Jesus accepted the reception and praises
from the people (prior to this week Jesus had maintained
himself as a low key figure, not to attract attention). Such
cheers and praises were meant for the King whom God has
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prepared for Israel--Son of David. The Christmas message in
the Gospel of Matthew also mentions about the birth of the
king in the land of Judah, thus King Herod felt uneasy and
decreed to kill the baby, in order to get rid of the threat. Just
before Matthew 21, in chapters 19 and 20, Jesus had clearly
admitted in His claim as the King of Israel - now and forever
shall be.

By acting and speaking in such manner, Jesus actually placed
Himself in grave dangers and also provided opportunities for
the people in authority to prosecute Him. This development
offered Jesus’ opponents, the ground to convict Him of
stirring up political unrest. It was at this time that Jesus
clearly professed His identity in the public without any
reservation. Could He have avoided all these?
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Day 31 Apr 10
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:12-17
In addition to His pompous entry into the city of Jerusalem,
Jesus proceeded with deeds that made the Jewish authority
feel insecure. These things happened in the vicinity of the
Temple in Jerusalem.
Against the unique background of Jewish history, the Temple
was regarded as the most reverential and sacred place in the
hearts of the Jewish people during Jesus’ days. For the past
two centuries before the birth of Jesus, the Jews would react
strongly to any attempt to dishonour the Temple ground,
even if such a reaction would lead to violent bloodshed. The
Jewish people, generally, would hold the Temple in
extremely high regard.
The priests were responsible for the management of the
temple, and they were looked upon as the religious sentinels
against threats. The Pharisees and the scribes were also
being regarded as religious leaders, because they were the
interpreters and copyists of the Law of the LORD – the Torah.
At this time Jesus’ actions and speeches in the Temple posed
a clashing challenge to the religious leaders. This, of course,
would result in very unfavourable consequences for Jesus.
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Jesus was not performing an act to cleanse the Temple (since
the Temple would soon be destroyed and become obsolete),
in fact he was showing his judgment on the religious leaders
for turning the Temple into a den for robbers. In addition,
Jesus publicly healed the blind and the lame in the Temple,
and even had children praising Him as the Son of David.
Through these incidents, Jesus demonstrated that it is the
LORD God who let these things happen in order to
reveal Jesus’ special identity.
In other words, if Jesus’ identity were not divinely
authenticated, then what He did and said in the Temple
would point to Him as doing a blasphemous act and to be
judged accordingly as a blasphemer. Yet consider this: how
could a blasphemous act be happening in God’s Temple, if
the sick were healed by Jesus and the children were singing
praises to Him at the same time? Whatever Jesus was doing
must have the blessing of God.
Once again, Jesus clashed head on with the religious leaders
by his outrageous actions and words. Such manner of action
and speech by Jesus would only invite trouble, and even
death, upon Himself.
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Day 32 Apr 11
Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:18-22

After two dramatic incidents of Jesus’ pompous entry into
the city of Jerusalem and the driving out of the traders and
merchants from the Temple, Matthew gave us further
accounts about Jesus’ controversial issues. These happenings
should be read with care and much reflection because these
concern Jesus’ intended revelation about Himself.
The Fig tree incident in today’s passage is a purported
incident which Jesus made use of to reveal about Himself.
The disciples were Jesus’ intended audience. Jesus
condemned a tree to barrenness when He could not find any
figs on it. This action not only left an indelible impression on
the disciples but also aroused their curiosity. Why would
Jesus speak to a tree that was not in the season to bear fruits
and it withered immediately?
We are probably wondering if there is the tree has any
symbolic meaning. Is there any hidden meaning behind this
event? However, Jesus’ answer to his disciples’ query focuses
on “faith and what the disciples would ask of God”. What
Jesus actually intended to emphasize to the disciples is that
His words carries authority – The tree withered at once after
Jesus condemned it to be barren. Through this incident Jesus
hoped that the disciples would have complete faith in Him in
future, ask from him and follow His instructions with
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complete trust. If the disciples had no complete trust in the
authority of Jesus’ words, then the perpetuation of the
Kingdom of God would be jeopardized when Jesus is no
longer physically present with them.
Before His crucifixion, Jesus reiterated what He had once
taught his disciples and affirmed the truth that transpired
through their encounters with Him. He wanted the disciples
to be fully aware of His identity. This same Jesus is speaking
to us today. Are we aware of His identity?

Day 33

Apr 12

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:23-27
Today’s scripture focuses on the source of Jesus’ authority
and of His authority to act. This was really a point of
contention for the personnel of the Temple. Jesus’ acts in the
Temple, together with His spoken Words to the fig tree,
called attention to Jesus’ authority, and He intentionally
spoke in a manner to highlight His superiority over the
Temple and its leaders.
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The chief priests and elders without a doubt could
understand the underlying tenor in Jesus’ message! In no
small ways, they could feel the challenge and threat being
posed, and perhaps they felt that Jesus could lead the lay
people to lose their respect for them.
Concerning the source of Jesus’ authority, no answers would
appease the leaders and they would continue to question
and harass Jesus. The main reason being that Jesus is not
backed by any influential/authoritative figures. The signs and
wonders performed by Jesus could not help to ascertain His
authority (the most one could say would be that Jesus was a
prophet sent by God!), even His casting out of demons was
being interpreted by the Pharisees as an act by the power of
Beelzebub, the ruler of demons (12:24)!
Jesus then diverted the question and attention to John the
Baptist, and linked His authority with the authority given to
John the Baptist (ref Matt 3, 11). The credibility of John, and
John’s dispatch by God could testify to Jesus’ identity and
also the source of His authority. Up until this very moment,
many people including the religious leaders recognized that
John the Baptist was sent by God. And by that time, John
was martyred for his faith, and this made his message even
more credible. What more therefore could Jesus do, other
than death, in order to prove to the religious leaders who He
really is.
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Day 34

Apr 13

Passage: Gospel of Matthew 21:28- 32

Even though Jesus was unable to change the perspectives of
the hostile Temple leaders, He spared no effort in sharing the
gospel of God’s kingdom with them.
Jesus was not accepted by them, and even though the
situation deteriorated and became more and more
antagonistic, He did not retreat, but instead boldly faced the
confrontation, and spoke of the significance of the gospel of
God’s kingdom, and the purpose of God in their history.
Jesus often used parables as a way to bring out the different
facets of the gospel of the kingdom of God. Through the
parable of the two sons, Jesus wanted to explain to his
audience that the only crucial point which matters in the
gospel of God’s kingdom, is that man needs to repent and
believe! One’s personal history, background, unique
experience or situation has no bearing whatsoever when it
comes to the gospel of kingdom of God, what is the most
important is, whether man’s response to the gospel of the
kingdom of God is (to) repent and believe in God!
Jesus at this point shared the most critical factor as to how
one would belong to God. In Luke, Jesus said to the criminal
who was being hanged next to him, “I tell you the truth,
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today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43) proved
this point. Amen!

Food for thought: If the series of events from the moment
Jesus first entered Jerusalem did not occur, what would Jesus
mean to us? Would he hold any special significance to us, if
he did not say those words or did those acts? Is the gospel
defined only by the crucifixion of Jesus?
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Day 35

Apr 15

Passage: Matthew 21:33-46

The parable of the tenants is about a bunch of farmers who
rented a vineyard from a landowner. When it was harvest
time, these farmers were supposed to pay off their rent with
a portion of the harvested fruits. Yet, the servants who were
sent to collect the rent were beaten, killed and stoned. The
landowner finally sent his son. The presence of the son would
remind them of the agreement between the landowner and
themselves. Only the son carried the same authority as the
father, and the landowner thought the tenants would not be
so blatant as to defy the actual owner. But when it was the
son who personally came, they killed him so that they might
own the land permanently.
What is wrong with these tenants? Don’t they know that the
vineyard belongs to the landowner? They can only work
there if they pay the rent. Without his permission, they
would not even have a place to work. Has their sense of
tenancy gone awry? I think something has changed along the
way. They might have begun their work feeling indebted to
the landowner. But as they toiled and laboured on the land,
they began to feel like they own the land. Their sense of
gratitude towards the landowner became a sense of
entitlement. Now, they think they deserve all of the fruits.
On the surface, the tenants seem to be acting out of greed
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and covetousness. But I think the real issue is about
authority. As the ones staying and working on the land, they
feel they have the true ownership. This is why they surprised
the landowner by killing his son. They had forgotten the
initial grace, the covenant between them. Now, they want to
be the ones in charge. They refused to acknowledge the
authority of the son. In doing so, they also rejected the
authority of the landowner.
The same applies for the religious leaders opposing Jesus.
They feel they have been in charge for far too long to give it
up now. They think they have the authority, but they’ve
forgotten that that authority belongs to God. And when the
true representative of God arrives, the son of God Jesus
Christ comes to them, they would rather kill him for his
inheritance. But they do not realize that they are only
tenants, not the landowner.
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Day 36

Apr 16

Passage: Matthew 21:33-46

These evil tenants must eventually pay for what they have
done. There will come a day of reckoning. Two things will
happen. One, the evil ones who were renting the vineyard
will be punished for their deeds. Two, the evil ones would be
replaced with the latecomers who abide with the will of Jesus.
Though this may apply to us Gentiles, the direct recipients of
this grace(the replacement tenants) refer to the Jews who
first followed Jesus. They had heeded the call for repentance
by John the Baptist, and submitted themselves to the
authority of Jesus. The day of reckoning may refer to the
final judgment on Jesus’ second coming. In some ways, that
is true. But for many of the disciples, Jesus was already
vindicated when God the father raised him from the dead
and ascended him into heaven.
We can infer this because the scripture quoted by Jesus
(Psalm 118:22,23) would later be repeatedly re-quoted by
Peter (in Acts 4:11 and 1 Peter 2:4-5). According to Peter,
Jesus is the rejected stone who is now the cornerstone of a
new temple. The early church, made up of people like the
tax collectors and prostitutes, would be the ones to replace
the evil ones. The Jewish religious leaders may think that
they can hold on to their authority by killing Jesus. But the
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day of reckoning had come, and the early church had
replaced them as the true tenants.
It is important that we use this parable as a reminder for
ourselves. We are the tenants of the vineyard. Sometimes,
after working on a ministry for a long time, after staying in a
community and getting really comfortable, we begin to think
that we alone call the shots. We are in charge. This ministry
belongs to me. This community is my community. Can we
still hear the voice of God when he sends his prophets? We
think it was always better when we were the ones running it.
We forget that the authority has belonged to God all along.
In this period of Lent, take some time to reflect on the
responsibilities we have. They are the mini-vineyards
entrusted to us by God. Let us bear fruits regularly. Let us
submit ourselves and commit our fruits to God. For in God
alone lies all authority.
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Day 37

Apr 17

Passage: Matthew 22:1-14

This parable speaks about a royal wedding feast, given by a
king for his son. Those who received the first invitation did
not attend the banquet. The king was furious and sent his
troops to kill them all and burned the city. With no guests to
attend his son’s wedding, the king sent his servants into the
countryside to gather all they could find.
Today, when we call someone a “Pharisee”, we mean that
this person is hypocritical, believing in one thing and doing
another. But in the past, to be called a “Pharisee” was
actually a compliment. A Pharisee is someone who pursues
righteous living and actively applies their understanding of
God’s Word to every single area of their lives. No one applies
the Scriptures to contemporary life more fervently than the
Pharisees. They studied God’s Word daily and prayed often.
Unfortunately, they were reprimanded by Jesus because they
did not recognize His authority as the Messiah. Like the first
group of the wedding guests, they did not recognize the
importance of celebrating the marriage of the King’s son.
They rejected the King’s authority and in a way, they rejected
the King and his invitation to eternal life. They were the
“elect of the elects”, the chosen representatives among the
Chosen People. But yet, even with such a high calling and
privilege, they failed in their response and responsibility。
75

“For many are called, but few are chosen” (v. 14). Israel,
together with their chief priests and teachers of the law, was
the Chosen Nation, and yet they have failed to even
recognize Jesus as Messiah living in their midst. In Matthew
3:7-9, Jesus said that do not think that you will be saved
simply because of your racial identity. In the same way, we
must believe that being a Christian in name, will not save you
either. You must be a believing and practicing Christian. Do
not be a Christian without Christ! Our duty as a follower is
simply to follow Christ as closely as we can. If we miss a step,
or fall, simply stand up and continue onward in our journey
with Christ. Christ is with us all the way. Our assurance is not
in what we have done to deserve this salvation, but on what
God has done in Christ.
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Day 38

Apr 18

Maundy Thursday

Passage: Matthew 22:1-14

Today is Maundy Thursday, when Jesus demonstrated his full
commitment to servanthood by washing his disciples'
feet. On this day, let us take a deeper look at the man
without proper wedding clothes. Surprisingly, the king called
him, “friend”, a title which was also used on Judas Iscariot
when he betrayed Jesus (Matthew 26:50). The king asked
him, “How did you get in here without a wedding garment?”
And the man was speechless. This tells us that the man did
not have a good explanation to his lack of respect for the
royal wedding. He did not recognize the importance of such
an event. With that, the king ordered his attendants to cast
him into the outer darkness, where there will be “weeping
and gnashing of teeth”, a place with the hypocrites (24:51).
This man is like a person who has heard the gospel but does
not truly understand its significance in his life. The friendship
between the king and the man is superficial. He turns up at
the wedding banquet because there was free food and wine.
He does not care about what the celebration was about. He
was merely there because he was asked to come. Or simply
because, everyone he knows was going, so he went along.
In our Christian journey, we may have met people like that,
who is there simply for the ride. They are never serious about
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God or His Word. They may come to church for all the wrong
reasons. They believe in a God with benefits; blessings
without sacrifices. The man did not truly understand what it
means to be a follower of Christ. He does not practice what
he hears from the Bible. He is a hypocrite. He does not live
the gospel message in his life. He carries the cross around his
neck and never in his heart. He calls Jesus, “My friend,” never,
“My Lord”. He believes only in “cheap grace”. But before you
point your finger at others, look first at yourself.

"Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap
grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring
repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion
without confession.... Cheap grace is grace without
discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus
Christ, living and incarnate."
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship
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Day 39

Apr 19

Good Friday

Passage: Matthew 22:15-22

On Good Friday, let this passage about a deadly trap from the
Pharisees be a time of reflection about the death of Jesus.
The Pharisees had been plotting to kill Jesus since Matthew
12:14, and Jesus was well aware of it (21:38-39). This time,
they used the provocative topic of imperial taxation to
ensnare him. The Jewish people hated the imperial tax for
two reasons. One, it symbolized their subjugation to Roman
rule (besides hurting their wallets). Two, they had to pay
with the Roman coin. Caesar had his image stamped on it,
but based on their interpretation of the second
Commandment, the Jews were not allowed to put images of
people on their coins. Caesar even had the words “Son of
God … high priest” inscribed around the edge of his coin!
Therefore, taxation was a constant grievance of the people,
and hence often used in propaganda to stir up unrest and
revolts.
On one hand, if Jesus acceded to the imperial tax, he would
lose the support of the people. Not that Jesus yearned for
popularity, but any hint of servitude to the Roman Caesar
would undercut his message of the kingdom of heaven. On
the other hand, if Jesus opposed the taxation, then it could
be used as a charge of open rebellion, thereby killing him via
Roman hands.
The disciples of the Pharisees were
79

deceptively nudging him that way through flattery. By
appealing to his integrity and forthrightness, they were
prompting Jesus to denounce the imperial tax publicly.
Jesus, in his reply, turned the tables around while preserving
his integrity and safety. By declaring to “give back” to Caesar
what was Caesar’s, he exposed their hypocrisy of using
Caesar’s coins as their daily currency despite their veiled
opposition. They were hypocrites to be utilizing Caesar’s
things, or even Caesar himself, to kill Jesus, and yet claimed
to be righteous-seeking in their daily lives. Instead, by
demanding that they gave to God what was God’s, he was
reminding them that they were the people belonging to God.
God should be their true allegiance. Of course, Jesus
demonstrated such obedience by offering his life freely for
the salvation plan of God. He lived a life worthy of one born
with the image of God. What about us?
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Day 40

Apr 20

Holy Saturday

Passage: Matthew 22:23-33

This is Holy Saturday, traditionally it commemorates the day
that Jesus' body lay in the tomb. It is fitting that we reflect
on this day a passage about the resurrection. The Sadducees
were a sect with high social status in the Judean society.
They maintained the Jerusalem Temple and participated in
the administration of the state. Therefore, they also had a
better relationship with the Romans and preferred the
political scene to remain status quo so as to preserve their
current privileges. They rejected the idea of resurrection
possibly because it was a revolutionary doctrine, related to
God bringing forth a New Age. The riddle posted in our
passage today was a way to ridicule the absurdity of
resurrection.
Jesus’ reply enlightens us in two ways. First, the purpose of
the law on levirate marriage in Deuteronomy 25:5 was to
enable the childless dead to continue the family line. But
God’s renewal of his people will bring everyone into one
family in the kingdom of heaven, under one heavenly Father
and Jesus as the firstborn (Romans 8:29, see also Hebrews
2:10-16). Two, at the resurrection, death becomes irrelevant,
which makes marriage and procreation itself obsolete. It is
unclear what would the angelic bodies be like, but 1
Corinthians 15:35-44 makes clear that God’s power of
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creation is beyond what we can now observe. Therefore, it is
not the idea of resurrection but rather the Sadducees’ riddle
itself that is absurd, because it imposed limits upon God’s
plans for the future of humanity. God can transform broken
relationships and perishable bodies in ways we cannot
imagine.
But more importantly, the Scriptures reveal the will of God
who declared himself God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
(Exodus 3:6). In revealing and identifying himself in this way
(to Moses), God committed himself to his covenant with his
people and united them to himself who is the source of life.
In short, since God lives eternally, his people live too. The
idea of resurrection is grounded in the essence of God as the
Life Giver who would never give up on his people. Often
times, we may be like the Sadducees who were so content
with the scrapes of our world today that we scoff at the
divine promises of a better tomorrow. Let the coming of
Easter spur us beyond our comfort zone, to trust God in
bringing life in abundance to a world in covenant with Him.
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