Jubilee Church 2019
Advent Devotions
The Juxtaposition of the Gospel and the Law

Preface
Every Advent, Jubilee Church
uses each of the gospels in turn
for the devotional materials. This
year’s Advent devotional based on
the gospel of Mark is an interesting
one because the gospel does not
mention the birth of Jesus. Hence,
we have juxtaposed passages from
Mark with the Old Testament Law
to introduce the beauty of the
Law and show how it is magnified
through the coming of Christ. We
will examine the goodness and
life-giving nature of the Law from
the Old Testament and then see
in the gospel how Jesus elevated
the understanding of the Law, and
transformed it from rigid application
to one that brings life.
For all of us today living
in the twenty-first century, and
worshipping a God who brings us
life, let us invite him to light up our
lives, so that we may also bring

love, healing and life to the people
around us.

Leviticus

They may accuse the LORD of
“discrimination” and “inhumane”
treatment against diseased people.
Let’s understand such
measures from a parenting
perspective:

13:1-46

If a child catches flu on a school
examination day, his parent will
ask him to wear a mask and warn
his friends, “Don’t come near me!”
Question: Is that discrimination?
The invigilator will isolate the child in
another room to take the exam. That
is not an inhumane act.

2 Dec (Monday)

Leviticus 13:1-46 is a list of
regulation for the Israelites to deal
with those within the community
who have contracted tzara’at. The
Hebrew term tzara’at covers a wide
range of skin-diseases1.
Many readers are troubled by
the regulations below:
[If] it is a chronic skin disease and
the priest shall pronounce him
unclean … (Leviticus 13:11).
The person with… infectious disease
must wear torn clothes … and cry
out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ … He
must live alone … outside the camp
(Leviticus 13:45-46).
1
One scholar has identified the following skin
diseases in chapter 13 — psoriasis (vv. 2–28), favus
(vv.29–37), and vitiligo (leucodermia, vv. 38–39). Many
Dermatologists do not think that the Hansen’s advanced
form of leprosy is in view here. See E.V. Hulse, “The
Nature of Biblical ‘Leprosy’ and the Use of Alternative
Medical Terms in Modern Translations of the Bible,”
Palestine Exploration Quarterly, 107. July–December,
1975:87–105; cf. Gordon J. Wenham, Book of Leviticus,
NICOT, 194–7).

Likewise, the Leviticus 13
regulations are for meant for
community living, and not for the
“I-me-myself” world. The isolation of
the infectious person is for the good
of fellow worshippers, lest they also
be infected and become unclean
for worship. The need to shout, “I’m
unclean!” is to prevent others from
accidentally contacting the infected
person2.
“Unclean” does not mean sinful
or dirty. It implies that it is unsafe to
approach the Holy God.
As the LORD is “Holy Holy Holy!”
thus,
1.No human could see His face
and live.
When Moses requested God,
“Now, show me your glory,” the
LORD answered, “you cannot see
my face, for no one may see me and
live.” (Exodus 33:20).
2
The image of a person in torn clothes and
with unkempt hair serves as a visual communication to
those who are hard of hearing. It also conveys a state
of mourning, with a non-verbal plea, “Please do not
treat me harshly. Do show mercy!”

2. No unclean and filthy
worshipper can approach God.
If the High Priest has to remain
“clean” and “cleansed” to come
before God, how much more
cautious, should the ordinary
worshippers be? (Exodus 24:2;
Leviticus 16:1-34).
3. No unauthorized person may
touch the holy things.
The Kohathites will die if
they touch the Tabernacle’s holy
things; those who are unclean are
not exempted from death either
(Numbers 4:15, 20; 2 Samuel 6:6-7).
The “Clean/Unclean”
regulations serve to protect people
from death that results from
encountering the LORD in unworthy
manners.

Prayer:

O Holy LORD, thank you
for making us “clean”and approachable
towards you by the Atoning Work of
Jesus Christ. Today, we can worship
you, even when we have dreadful and
infectious sickness. We give thanks to
you.

Mark

because you’re a threat to life. You
don’t belong to the community
anymore.
Many readers have
misunderstood Jesus’ humanity
as invulnerable. If He were, Jesus
would not have fallen asleep in the
boat amidst a storm (Mark 4:38); He
would not have cried, “I’m thirsty”
(John 19:28); and His body would
be impervious to nails and spears
(John 19:34). Because Jesus was
vulnerable, He was also susceptible
to infection when he touched the
leper.

1:40-45
3 Dec (Tuesday)

In this Gospel story, a man with
leprosy came to Jesus, begging Him
on his knees, “If you are willing, you
can make me clean” (v.40)
Jesus could have reacted,
“Whoa! You frightened me. You’re
supposed to alert me by crying
‘Unclean! unclean!’ See what you’ve
done? I’ve become unclean because
you came too close. I’m a rabbi, but
now I’m unfit to teach.”
Instead, we read, “Filled with
compassion, Jesus reached out His
hand and touch him” (v.41).
Jesus, however, did not need to
touch him. He could have said, “Back
off, back off! Be clean!” The leper
would still be healed.
Picture yourself as that leper.
How do you feel to be touched
again? When was the last time
friends touched you? There could
be many attempts to stone you,

Having healed the man, Jesus
instructed him, “Don’t tell this
to anyone (v.43). However, such
warning will be futile. Who can stay
quiet after he/she had been healed
miraculously? Your relatives and
friends will press you for an answer.
So, don’t blame the ‘leper’
when “he went out and began to
talk freely, spreading the news”
(v.45a).
There is no doubt that the
‘leper’s’ testimony brought glory to
God, but it also formed an unwanted
“Fan Club” for Jesus. “As a result,
Jesus could no longer enter a town
openly … people still came to him
from everywhere” (v. 45b).
Jesus knew the ill-consequences
of healing the leper, yet He chose
to heal him. He forwent his “clean”
status and risked his health to touch
that man. That demonstrates the
love of God – when it is impossible
for us to approach Him, He
reaches out to us.

Prayer:

O Jesus, just as you were willing to
touch the leper in your compassion, we
are assured that you will also embrace us
when we are unlovable and ‘untouchable’.
Help us to love the unlovable, just
as You have loved us. Amen.

Exodus

the context of their daily living.
Sabbath day was first
mentioned in Exodus 16:22-30. This
was the time after the Israelites left
Egypt, and were travelling through
the wilderness. On Sabbath day, the
Israelites rested and ate what they
picked up, the God sent manna, for
food.

20:8-11
4 Dec (Wednesday)

The passages on Sabbath or
Sabbatical year are found in many
parts of the Bible. Each passage
carries with them their respective
circumstances and theological
meaning. Examples of such mention
are found in Exodus 20:8-11 and
Deuteronomy 5:12-15.
In the former, the passage
stresses God setting aside a day
as Sabbath to remember God, the
creator of heaven and earth. In
the observance of Sabbath, one
acknowledges how God created
the harmony and balance of the
universe.
In the latter, mentioned in
Deuteronomy 5:12-15, Sabbath is a
day to remember how God saved
the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.
In the observance of Sabbath, one
acknowledges how God gave the
Israelites harmony and stability in

Keeping the Sabbath is a
command that originates from God
himself. God created heaven and
earth in six days and on the seventh
day, he rested from all His work and
blessed the Sabbath day, making it
holy. God was not worried about the
cessation of work. God basked in
happiness and enjoyed the work of
His creation during the rest.
The Israelites shared in
God’s grace by remembering and
keeping Sabbath. This is a God
given command. By observing it, the
Israelites followed God’s guidance.
During the rest, the world and
nature would continue to operate
in its course of rhythm. It would not
come to a halt or disintegrate. God
will continue to reign as King in His
heaven and earth.
Exodus 20:8-11 makes us
understand that remembering and
observing Sabbath is for the wellbeing of humankind. We should
learn to set aside one day in the
week as Sabbath to allow ourselves
to enter God’s presence, remember
the Creator and Provider. In so
doing, we will enjoy and receive the
blessings God has instituted through
the Sabbath day. We will receive new
strength and ability to glorify God

in the face of life challenges and the
demands of church ministry.

Prayer:

Dear Father, thank you for
reminding us through observing
Sabbath, that you are the Creator
of all universe and you reign above all.
Through keeping Sabbath, please grant
us well-being, and renew us. In the
name of Jesus Christ, Amen!

Mark

holiness.

2:23-28
5 Dec (Thursday)

The commandment for the
Israelites to remember and observe
Sabbath, firstly is for Israelites
to follow God who rested after
completion of His creation work.
Secondly, it also reflects that
they have a special covenantal
relationship with God. They belong
to God and are God’s people.
In the later centuries when the
Israelites suffered invasion from
superpower and went into exile to
gentile nations, and also during the
period when they received grace
from Persian King and returned
from exile, observing the Sabbath
strengthened their identity as a
special people belonging to God.
It countered the influence of the
Gentile society that had a secular
culture different from theirs. In the
New Testament period, keeping
Sabbath became the symbol of the
Jewish race, and a way of showing

In the Old Testament, it is
true that there are examples of
people prohibited from working
on Sabbath (Re Exodus 16:22-30;
35:2-3; Numbers 15:32-36; Jeremiah
17:21-22). The book of Jubilee
has even more specific rules (Re
Book of Jubilee 50:6-13), whilst
the Manual of Discipline by the
Qumran community has strict rules.
Additionally, the oral tradition of
Judaism in Mishnah contained 39
forbidden acts on the Sabbath day.
On recounting these, we could see
that the original purpose of having
Sabbath had been overlooked.
The rest day had been replaced
by oppressive rules and religious
manners.
According to the gospel of Mark
2:23, Jesus’ disciples had picked
heads of wheat to eat whilst walking
through the grain field. In the gospel
of Luke, it was mentioned that the
disciples rubbed them in their hands
(Luke 6:1). The gospel of Matthew
explained that Jesus’ disciples were
hungry (Matthew 12:1).
The actions of the disciples
on Sabbath gave the Pharisees
an opportunity to criticize Jesus.
They told Jesus that his disciples is
doing what is against the law. Jesus
answered that their ancestor David
when running from King Saul, asked
food from the high priest Ahimelech
(the name Abiathar mentioned in
the Gospel of Mark, was the son of
Ahimelech- 1 Samuel 22:20) as he
and his companions were hungry.
The bread David asked for were

sacred bread offered to God. These
breads were meant for priests who
served God (1 Samuel 21:1-6). Jesus’
intention was to communicate to the
Pharisees that in keeping Sabbath,
we must allow the law to serve man.
Law is given to serve the needs of
man. God looks at the purpose of
the Law, rather than the burden of
rules and restrictions imposed by
Pharisees’ tradition.

Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you
that you are the Lord of Sabbath.
Sabbath is for man, and not man for
Sabbath. Help us to live in the
spirit of holiness. In the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

gateway from incessant toiling, into
rest.

Deuteronomy
5:12-15
6 Dec (Friday)

The Israelites were
commanded to “observe” rather
than to “remember” (Exodus 20:8)
the Sabbath day. The root meaning
of “observe” is to “keep” in the
Hebrew language (This was the
original language Deuteronomy
used and from which translations
were made). In other words, the
Israelites were given a strong
encouragement to keep the
Sabbath. This is to participate fully
the observance of Sabbath, instead
of simply remembering the day.
The observance of
Sabbath is “as the LORD your
God commanded”. The phrase
recalls the time when the Ten
Commandments were first given.
It was the time when the Israelites
were just delivered from Egypt.
The observance of Sabbath was a
reminder of God’s deliverance from
slavery and exploitation; a freedom

Today, we meet with many
challenges and stresses that toils us
like a superpower-tyrant. We face
the stress of work requirementsachieving speed and quality in all
that we do etc. Like the Israelite
of old, when we worship weekly,
we are created as a people of God,
granted rest in God’s supremacy
and liberation. Weekly, we are to
be reminded of the great grace,
our Father who is all powerful, the
overcomer of all things. We are
to participate fully, resting fully,
trusting fully, in the deliverance of
God. In so resting, we affirm the
mighty and outstretched arm of our
God, the arm that has never grown
weak and is still at work for his
people today. Resting in Him, we live
lives as acts of worship, glorifying
God through acts of blessings and
considerations toward others.
And when we treat others
with kindness, whoever they are,
employers, employees, subordinates
or domestic helpers, we are
extending our understanding of
Sabbath by learning to be a blessing
unto others.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, thank
you that your heart is always for us and
for them to live blessed lives. In fact,
there is no “us and them” in the way
you see it but only created beings, whom
you love and care. Help us to think
and treat people likewise.

Mark

consistent and diligent in living out
our calling: to look out for the needy
(Gal 2:10) and to look up to God at
all times.
Additionally, consider the poor
chap in the narrative. He was a man
with a shriveled hand. He was only
capable of raising one hand when
exclaiming hallelujah. Jesus asked
for him to stretch out his shriveled
hand for all to see… He is not able to
do that!

3:1-6

7 Dec (Saturday)

In Mark 3:1-6, Jesus healed
a man with shriveled hand on a
Sabbath day. The religious leaders
were furious. In their minds,
following what their tradition
teaches was to administer medical
treatment only when there is life
danger on Sabbath. Else, treatment
can wait. Sabbath was a day to focus
wholeheartedly on God.
Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath
(2:28) would not settle for that.
Sabbath, the day of rest from labour,
was made for the people of God
to rest upon God. Participative
focus on God will be accompanied
by committing to social justice
(Deuteronomy 5:14). And social
justice should be a characteristic of
the redeemed.
The religious leaders had
missed out on the gospel and God in
action. Their failings remind us to be

It must have been a stressful,
difficult, worrying and even scary
moment for the poor chap. He had
to make a choice, either to reject
Jesus’ command or risk public
humiliation or to risk it in faith? In
his leap of faith, the man stretched
out his shriveled hand! Believers are
subject to public risk and wager in
our faith walk. Will you, step out and
step up in faith for God to do the
rest?

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, when you call me to
exercise faith today by trusting you in
that which is beyond me, may I step
forward in faith for you are beyond and
above all things. Amen.

Leviticus

beyond her control? These verses
are part of the purity laws. The
impurity result from sin’s curse on
humanity, not because of anything
the woman has done. This affects
all humans, not just woman, as we
see earlier verses also mention male
bodily discharge.

15:19-31
9 Dec (Monday)

This passage is about
how female bodily discharge is
considered unclean. At first glance,
this doesn’t seem surprising. Aren’t
bodily fluids messy and dirty?
However, the passage is talking
about ritual uncleanliness, not
physical. Being unclean in Mosaic
Law means something is not fit
for worshipping God. An unclean
person cannot take part in worship
activities.
Why would a woman having
her monthly bleeding be unworthy
to worship God? Because blood
means life “… the life of every
creature is its blood…” (Leviticus
17:14). Without conception, the
blood is not life-giving, and is
wasted, or defiled. The loss of blood
represents death.
Why should woman be
penalised for something natural and

Our reflection: We should not
take monthly menses for granted,
but remember that it is God who
gives this lifeblood. However, the
discharges are also a sign of the
ongoing effects of sin in human life.
Through menses, such life-giving
blood is wasted and defilement
takes place. Yet, God provides a
way. The focus of Leviticus is full
of detailed requirements about
purification and blood sacrifice, to
help us unholy and unclean people
approach a holy God.
The revulsion felt towards
menstrual blood should NOT be
minimised or sanitised, even though
modern society is much more
tolerant of menstruation. In the
original Hebrew, Isaiah 64:6 tells us
that that our righteous acts are as
““garments of menstruation” (the
more commonly used term is “filthy
rags). We are also told that Israel’s
sin was so disgusting to God that it
was like menses (Ezekiel 36:17). Yet
our God still loves us and provides
a way for us to worship and to
encounter Him. Indeed out of the
messy, ugly and disgusting, God
reveals Himself.

Prayer:

Dear God, help us always to see you
as the lifegiver, and never to forget that
you are the one that helps us cope with
the ongoing effects of sin in our lives.
Allows us through reflection and
prayer with you to see things through your
eyes, that even regular, normal or messy
things in life, you are still in control.

Sources:
https://www.thegoodbook.com/blog/
interestingthoughts/2018/02/20/a-5-minute-theology-ofperiods/
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-unclean.html
http://www.atruechurch.info/sexduringmenstruation.html
https://claudemariottini.com/2012/02/28/sugarcoatingthe-bible/

Mark

power of Jesus’ touch. Just as the
Leviticus provided a way for unholy
and unclean people to approach and
worship a holy God, Jesus, the son
of God, does the same and more.
Jesus has restored her to wholeness
physically, and paved the way for her
to be part of society once again.

5:24-34
10 Dec (Tuesday)

Today’s passage is about one
particular woman’s discharge. In
Leviticus we see that the normal
loss of life fluids represent the evil
brought on by sin.
For this woman it was not
normal; she had an illness that was
causing her pain for twelve long
years. For her, the reproductive
organ, created for life, was instead
causing her pain in all ways. She
couldn’t have children, and was an
social outcast. Imagine that if she
wanted to go to the temple, she
could only sit in the section with the
lepers, as she was ritually unclean.
Through her audacious act of
touching Jesus’ robe in public, she
was lauded for her faith and healed.
What lessons can we learn from this
story of healing and faith?
Firstly, we look beyond his
physical healing to the purifying

Secondly, we consider the
woman’s brave act in publicly
touching a holy person’s in public.
This would have ritually defiled Jesus
and she could have been scolded
for it; yet instead of her rendering
Jesus unclean, it is the power that
flowed out of Jesus to heal her (verse
30). The normal expectations and
thinking about purity had been
turned upside down.
Finally, one wonders why Jesus
had to ask who touched Him. Surely
He knew? Perhaps it was to make
a public statement, not just about
His own healing power, but as a
compassionate act for the woman, a
declaration that told everyone that
she was now whole and healed, and
that it was her faith that had healed
her.

Prayer:

May it be that we have the faith,
and the courage to approach Jesus for
healing and wholeness, for the things
that bring us pain. Whether old or
young, our bodies are imperfect and we
will be frustrated at our own limits.
Pray that we learn to see wholeness
and healing not just as physical but also
relational with other people, and most
importantly, as relationship with God.

to honour) from the one used in
Leviticus 19:3 (yareʾ: to fear) because
the primary object of the verb yareʾ
in Deuteronomy is YHWH himself
(see Deuteronomy 10:12; also
5:29; 6:2). Even though parents are
placed in status just below God, they
are held in very high respect in all
society. So much so that in Leviticus
20:9, the cursing of one’s parents
carry with it a death penalty. In
short, honouring our parents brings
forth, long life; and the dishonouring
of our parents brings forth, death.

Deuteronomy
5:16
Leviticus 20:9
11 Dec (Wednesday)

Today, we look at the fifth
commandment “Honor your father
and your mother”. As we know,
the Ten Commandments is divided
between the first four, which
directs our worship and devotion
to God; and the next six, which
teaches the ethical responsibility of
humans living together in society.
The primary concern of the fifth
is parental responsibility within a
family unit. It is no surprise that
honoring our parents is placed right
after the fourth commandment, as
parents were seen as the primary
care-giver to children and also as
first-hand teachers of the covenant
to the younger generation. It is
also the only commandment that
promises long life and wellness in
the land.
The author of Deuteronomy
has intentionally used a different
verb in Deuteronomy 5:16 (kābēd:

In the Jewish context, to
honour one’s parents would mean:
obedience to them, following their
teachings, use of their property,
and the prohibition of hitting or
insulting them. Today, we may add
taking care of them in their time of
needs. In our modern society, taking
care of our elderly has become
an increasing concern. Stories of
parental neglect is plentiful in the
news. It is shameful for a society
to see homeless elderly with no
roof over their head, and a lack of
adequate medical support. The care
of our elderly should not be left to
the state alone. Our parents are our
concern. We take care of them not
because it is our duty to do so. We
honour them not just because it is
God’s commandment. It is much
more than that. We honour them not
for the reward of a long life, nor for a
fear of death; but simply because we
have been a undeserving recipient
of their unconditional love for us
in the first place. We honour them
because we love them. It is what
makes us human.

Prayer:

Dear God, teach us to honour our
parents through our words and by our
actions. Teach us to obey and appreciate
them always. As children, may
we never forget their kindness and
their unconditional love for us. As
adults, may we will always love them
unconditionally and take care of them in
their old age.

Mark
7:1-13

12 Dec (Thursday)

Today’s passage tells of an
encounter between the Pharisees
and some scribes who saw Jesus’
disciples eating bread without first
washing their hands. According
to the Jewish tradition, this is
considered a form of defilement
(uncleanness). This cleansing ritual
was established during the time
of Moses (See Exodus 30:18–21;
40:30–32, Leviticus 8:6, 15:11, 13-14)
and in Hebrew, it is known as netilat
yadayim, meaning “the lifting up
of the hands.” As commanded by
Moses in Exodus 30:21, “They shall
wash their hands and their feet, so
that they may not die. It shall be
a statute forever to them, even to
him and to his offspring throughout
their generations.” It is a rather
simple procedure: to pour “clean”
water from a metal cup over your
“unclean” hands. This tradition is
still being practiced today.

The Pharisees questioned
Jesus why his disciples did not follow
this important Mosaic tradition.
Instead of defending his disciples
or providing them an explanation,
Jesus rebuked them with a prophecy
from Isaiah 29:13 and accused
them of hypocrisy: “‘This people
honors me with their lips, but their
heart is far from me…” Jesus went
straight to the heart of the matter.
The Pharisees failed to understand
why laws and commandments were
given in the first place. They followed
the laws of Moses to the extreme,
yet they did not understand the
spirit of these laws in place. When
Jesus told them that they have
followed the tradition of men and
rejected the commandments of God,
he is not pitting the words of Moses
versus the words of God. Jesus is
saying that they have misinterpreted
the words of Moses and used them
to their own advantage. In short,
they followed the laws of God and
traditions of Moses blindly.
Jesus went on further and
exposed their misuse of Corban
(a gift devoted to God). Everyone
knows the fifth commandment,
to honour your parents. But the
Pharisees have found a way to get
away with taking care of their own
aging parents. The money that was
meant to be given to their parents
to support them in their old age,
they diverted it for other use and
call it Corban. On appearance, they
seem to very fervent and religious,
for they have chosen God over their
own parents. This is all a pretense;
a hypocrisy, as Jesus rightly pointed

out. From what is a positive and
natural responsibility for a child to
take care of their own parents, the
Pharisees have somehow turned
God’s commandment into a form
of transaction for self-centered
(personal) bargain. Their hearts
were far from God.
In our modern context, it is
akin to a Christian saying that he
or she donated a large sum of
money to the church (or to a charity)
instead of paying his parents’
hospital bills! As Christians, we must
not follow God’s commandments
or human traditions blindly. It is
important to obey the words of the
commandments (be it, to honour
our parents or to wash our hands
before eating), but it is even more
important to understand the spirit
(meaning) behind these words.

Prayer:

Dear God, teach us to be faithful
as we meaningfully put into practice
your commandments each day. Let us not
follow your laws blindly. But allow
us to see your true intended meaning
behind each commandment.

Deuteronomy
24:1-4
13 Dec (Friday)

Moses’ laws and decrees
sometimes touched on regulations
related to marriage. For example,
when a man is newly married, he is
exempted from being drafted into
the army. He must be free to stay
at home for one year and bring joy
to his wife (Deuteronomy 24:5). If a
husband has doubts about his wife’s
virginity after wedding, the parents
of the bride must show evidence to
prove that the woman was a virgin
to protect her (Deuteronomy 22:1321). And in circumstances where the
husband suspects that his wife is
adulterous, the Law also has clear
procedures for the husband to act.
And if the wife is wrongly blamed,
God would act upon her behalf and
vindicate her (Numbers 5:12-31).
If an unmarried young woman is
being raped, there are also standard
procedures to protect the victim
(Deuteronomy 22:23-29).

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 covers
a situation when husband is
unpleased with his wife, and
finds something indecent about
her. He is allowed to give her a
certificate of divorce. What does it
mean by unpleased or indecent?
After much debate, the Rabbis
are divided over its interpretation.
One school feels that the passage
does not refer to adultery, as it is
clear that if the woman had sexual
relations with another man, she
would be stoned to death. And if
the woman can receive a certificate
of divorce from her husband and
be remarried, it shows that the
certificate of divorce is a form of
protection for the woman. In the
ancient days, a woman’s marriage
was usually arranged by her father
or brother, and there was hardly
any chance for her to object. And if
she had grievances in her marriage,
she cannot divorce her husband.
Therefore the divorce law resolves
the financial terms of dissolving a
marriage. The other school gave
reasons such as being poor in
cooking, and their interpretation
of shameful matters include not
dressing decently or inappropriate
behaviour. Upon closer inspection,
these four verses are actually not
grounds for divorce. The law states
that the woman is not permitted to
remarry her first husband should
her second husband die or divorce
her. Promiscuity is defiling, and it is
offensive to the Lord. One must not
defile the land which the Lord has
given as an inheritance.

What is stated above is no
small matter. Without proper
administration, women who are
powerless can suffer as victims,
and even be put to death. God who
abhors loose sexual relationships,
has also said that the blood of
the innocent victim will defile the
land. Hence this demonstrates the
direction of God’s law as pro-life,
and no one should cause the death
of innocent victims for the sake of
upholding the law and decrees.

Prayer:

Our heavenly Father, how fortunate
that we have a God like you who is
righteous and full of mercy!

Mark

Jewish custom of male dominance
in marriage. Hence when Jesus said
in the beginning when God made
male and female, he is saying male
and female has equal responsibility
in maintaining the marriage. Man is
to leave his parents and unite with
his wife, and two became one. This
is a new relationship formed. Two
became one!

10:1-12

In Jesus’ time, there was no
lack of male who divorced their
wives. But it was rare to have
female to seek divorce from their
husband. Reason being divorce not
only brought shame to the female’s
family, she also lacked financial
support and security.

14 Dec (Saturday)

The Pharisees came to test
Jesus (Mark 10:2) to induce Jesus to
say words that might be offensive
to King Herod. (John the Baptist
had just been put to death for
reprimanding Herod for marrying
his sister-in-law(Mark 6:18).)
Jesus asked them what did Moses
command? And they answered that
Moses permitted man to write a
certificate of divorce (Mark 10:4, and
ref Deuteronomy 24:1- 4). But Jesus
replied that Moses permitted this
only because of man’s hard heart
(Mark 10:5).
It is unlikely that the Pharisees
cared about what to do when
marriage is on the rocks, or whether
divorce is permitted, since Jesus
did not use Deuteronomy 24:1- 4
as his basis of discussion. Instead
he went back to God’s purpose
in creation. Jesus’ reply to the
Pharisees overturned the ancient

We have to be careful. Any
spouse that seeks remarriage after
divorce, commits adultery against
the original marriage spouse.
These are words that Jesus told his
disciples after he entered the house
(Mark 10:11-12). In the past when
people divorced under the ancient
Jewish custom, the wife’s original
family suffered shame, and nobody
cared subsequently about the
woman’s feeling or dignity. And now
Jesus says, when a man divorced
his wife and remarry, he is offensive
against his wife. Jesus’s way of
saying reminds us to give woman
her proper status. In the beginning
when God created male and female,
they are equal. And marriage bond
is intended and instituted by God.
It is for both parties to share in
managing marriage. Human being
ought to be careful, and in no way
to casually destroy this special
bonding. Whoever attempts to

destroy this relationship, he or she is
offending God, for man and woman
are created in the image of God!

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, thank
you for reminding us through Jesus,
that male and female are equal status
and each has their dignity. No one is
supposed to deny proper care or abuse
over the other one, be it adultery or
violence or oppression. All such acts
are offensive to God!

Exodus

At Mount Sinai (Exodus 19),
God met with the people and
made clear his whole intention is
to have them become His people,
to worship/serve Him (kingdom of
priests) and to walk with Him (holy
people). If the people were willing,
the good intentions of God’s original
creation can once again happen on
earth! As the people were moved by
God, they accepted God’s gracious
covenant, and became God’s
covenantal people. This also means
that God became their King.

20:12-16
16 Dec (Monday)

These verses are usually
referred as the latter half of the
ten commandments. The ten
commandments can be seen
as God’s ten instructions to the
Israelites, in short, ten words. God’s
words are often associated with
the act of God in Creation, and the
instructions spoken to Adam in
the Garden of Eden. Through the
power of His creative acts (his acts
on the earth, air and water in Egypt,
the parting of the Red Sea etc are
analogous to his power in creating
the world in six days), God brought
his people out of the destructive
power of Pharoah, and led them
to the Promised Land (which is the
land of milk and honey). And when
we juxtapose the Exodus event and
God’s act in Creation, we can then
understand and experience God’s
thinking and motivation when He
gave them the ‘ten words’.

Consequently, God wished for
his people to follow his words, and
experience his provisions of land
and an abundant life. From this
perspective, God’s ten instructions
are to allow the people to live their
days without infringing on the
rights of others to live. Murder,
adultery, stealing and giving false
testimonies are acts that cause
harm to other’s lives. Filial piety,
conversely, is equivalent to obeying
God’s teachings, because the
mothers and fathers of Israel are
supposed to obey God and instruct
his words to the next generation.
This understanding allows us to
see the commandments not as
restrictions to ensure that people
act in a certain “perfect” manner,
but as instructions: God’s means of
guiding his people to live abundant
and harmonious lives. We hope that
this will spur us to live each day in
reverence and gratitude for what
God has done for us.
May we be moved by such
gracious intentions of God, and be
fully aware that the commandments

are actually instructions, not as
restrictions to ensure people act
in a certain “perfect” manner.
Indeed it is God the Creator enables
his people to live abundant and
harmonious lives on earth. We hope
that this will spur us to say amen to
God, and live each day in reverence
and gratitude.

Mark

God” implies belonging to God
and being God’s people. And when
one belongs to God, one will never
disappear nor cease, which makes
it analogous to receiving “eternal
life”. Similarly, belonging to God
means not being lost or destroyed,
which makes it analogous to being
“saved”.

10:17-27
17 Dec (Tuesday)

Readers of this passage can
easily have these misconceptions
1. To inherit eternal life is to
believe in Jesus, and to sell all
properties to do good work
2. It is difficult for rich men
(or those with far better living
conditions) to enter the Kingdom
of God
3. Only a certain type of people
will be saved
Firstly, “eternal life”, “kingdom
of God” and “saved” can be
interpreted interchangeably in this
passage, given the way these terms
are used in the passage. We can
assume that the discussion focuses
on the same topic. If we start off
with the term “kingdom of God”, we
can derive the message that Jesus is
trying to convey.
“Entering the kingdom of

Following this train of thought,
it is not difficult to understand what
Jesus is saying: people cannot enter
the kingdom of God by themselves,
and only God who can bring people
in (in reference to Exodus, the
Israelites understood this in the
process of becoming God’s chosen
people at Mount Sinai). It is God who
can bring people out of any form
of power or restraint to belong to
Him; it is God who proactively seeks
out people and provides them the
grace of entering into a covenantal
relationship with Him. Hence the
question is not (i) ‘what kind of
person can enter the kingdom
of God?’ or (ii) ‘how “special” a
background does a person need to
receive eternal life?’ If you do not
get out of this mode of thinking, you
will miss out on the kingdom of God.
And even if you are right at the door
step, it is still not opened to you.
The key is, you have to discard your
intention to “do” something, and
simply believe in Jesus.
Eventually, Jesus’ intention is
to allow this person to realise that
entering the kingdom of God is
not fulfilling a certain set of criteria
by himself (in fact, Jesus used this
man’s thought process to answer
him by saying “one thing you lack”,

when the “one thing” was the
only thing that mattered). In fact,
for the covenantal people of God,
obeying God’s commandments is
purely basic, and it is far from a set
of conditions to fulfil in order to
become God’s people. As it is, to
enter the kingdom of God is only
through God’s grace, and this grace
is simply Jesus Himself!

Prayer:

Thank you God, merciful God
who cares for our inadequacies and
powerlessness. Through Jesus you
allow us to go back to you, enter your
kingdom, receive eternal life, no longer
lost, and be saved. Amen.

her brother-in-law? Thirdly, there
was a pre-existing law that “his
widow must not marry outside the
family”. So who would support this
widow, so as to allow her the dignity
to continue living? This passage
suggests that her brother-in-law
should bear the responsibility, take
her as his wife, the first son being
born to be attributed to her dead
husband, to carry on his name, and
from the second son onward, the
offspring would be attributed to the
second husband, and all of them to
be maintained within this tightly-knit
family structure.

Deuteronomy
25: 5-10
18 Dec (Wednesday)

From the perspective of the
Chinese value system, the concept of
“levirate marriage” seems absurd.
How could a sister-in-law marry a
brother-in-law? Is this not incest?
Upon closer examination of the
passage, we may however recognize
the cultural circumstances which we
had overlooked or been unaware of:
Firstly, assuming “the brothers were
living together”, this would have
been a tight-knitted family structure.
Every member of the family lived
under the same roof, knew each
other, and shared the same pool
of resources, including water and
agricultural products. Secondly, in
the event that one of the brothers
passed away without leaving a male
heir, his widow would thereafter
have a very challenging life. When
she had no more enough energy
to till, would she then have to ask
for food supplies and clothing from

These social customs were not
as unusual as we often perceive.
In this context, the structure of
“levirate marriage” operated to
provide social security for the widow.
In a system with no social security,
she would not have to resort to
begging. Instead, she would be
provided with basic necessities, as
well as dignity – she would be able
to continue contributing in a family
setting she is familiar with, and in
turn be supported and provided for.
Taking into account the cultural
circumstances of the time, those
unfamiliar with the Old Testament
may therefore see that the grace
of God had been kneaded into
the law. In designing the law, God
anticipated the issues that may arise
in the prevailing circumstances. With
this law in place, women would be
adequately provided for, even in
situations where family relations
were not as close (in which case,
there would be no guarantee that
the brother left living would care for

his dead brother’s widow).
The Lord first spoke and
addressed potential issues, thereby
protecting women who most likely
would be helpless, to let her be
cognizant of the presence of the
Lord and of the law, and to let
her know that she has protection
and foundation in them. With the
protection of the law, she would
have legal recourse in the event that
her brother-in-law was not willing to
support her.

Prayer:

Thank you, Lord, that you are the
Lord who watches over widows and
orphans. You do not look down upon
anyone who may be lacking.

Mark

earth! At the outset, their question
did not hold water. Resurrection
is a completely different facet
(reference 1 Corinthians 15:40-44),
so the conventional conditions and
customs on earth would no longer
be adhered to, “neither marry nor
will be given in marriage.”

12:18-27
19 Dec (Thursday)

The Sadducees posed a
question to Jesus: assuming there
was a woman, who after having
married a man, became widowed
without any children, was taken by
her brother-in-law to be his wife,
and likewise he passed away with
no children. In turn, seven brothers
took her as their wives, but none of
them had any children. Whose wife
would she be at the resurrection?
The context behind this question
was the practice of levirate marriage
in Deuteronomy 25:5-10. At first
brush, this case seems extremely
absurd, but it was indeed the
Sadducees’ intention to mock those
who believed in the resurrection. So,
whose side would Jesus be on?
Jesus pointed out the error
of the Sadducees (the meaning
of the original text is deviation/
divergence). Firstly, resurrection
is not a continuation of life on

“Do not know the power
of God”. If God can create life,
He would also be capable of
resurrecting man from the dead,
and also to allow the righteous to
be resurrected at the end time.
Thereafter, Jesus proclaimed that the
Lord is not the God of the dead, but
of the living! If our ancestors simply
remain dead after passing on, then
their covenants with God would also
come to an end upon their deaths.
Would this not be just like contracts
amongst men? But in Jesus’
discourse (reference Matthew 8:11,
Luke 16:22-25), He subtly allowed
us to see that our ancestors are still
alive. We know that God’s covenant
is not directed at the dead, but
those who are living. God’s covenant
with them, once spoken, remains in
effect, and one day they too would
be resurrected from the dead.
In this lifetime, man forms
a relationship with God, and this
relationship will persist; it will
not be impacted by the death of
our physical body. As per God’s
covenant, he will one day bring
about completion, so that “death”
no longer prevails over man. During
the season of Advent, even though
we have to continue to face the
death of and bid farewell to the
physical body, our hope is with the

eternal God, He is the God who
remembers the covenant He had
established with Abraham. We
entrust our future to Him, as He is
the most reliable and responsible
one.

Prayer:

Oh God, You are the resurrecting
God, You prevailed over death, and
also let us understand that we do not
have to fear death. May God continue
to walk this journey with us.

Deuteronomy

context, Israel must remain fully
faithful and loyal to God, just as how
we honor alliances and pledges of
allegiances between nations. “All
your heart and all your soul” is a
Hebraic idiom to know him in your
heart and to commit to obeying
him. “All your might” often means
the willingness to send your armies
to fight for one another, or the
obligation of a vassal state to send
the necessary timely tribute. Thus,
when the idiom “all your heart and
all your soul” is combined with “all
your might” in the Shema, it implies
the willingness to commit your life
and your possessions to YHWH.

6:4-9

20 Dec (Friday)

The Shema (v.4-5) is simply a
call to Israel for God, and God alone,
to be their ultimate concern. The
direct translation for “YHWH one”
could mean there is only one true
God or God’s nature is unified as
one. But the word “one” could also
refer to the singularity of allegiance,
how YHWH is the one and only God
for Israel. But just having YHWH as
God doesn’t make him the ultimate
concern. Verse 5 specifies the type
of relationship that is championed
by the call. This love does not
merely refer to feelings of affection
or fondness. Note the many
similarities between Deuteronomy
and the form and characteristics
of ancient international treaties,
and the demand for love is to be
found in both of them. Therefore,
the essence of this love is an act
of the will towards a commitment.
In short, it is about loyalty. In this

So let us be clear. With such
high stakes, the Shema cannot
become a call towards blind
obedience. The commitment should
be based on the clear knowledge
of God, and then the people may
commit themselves willingly. During
Moses’ time, at the historical setting
of Deuteronomy, Moses called for
the commitment of Israel based on
their common experience of God,
from exodus from Egypt to their
journey through the wilderness.
Similarly, future generations commit
themselves knowing who God is
(demonstrated in verses 20-25). The
salvation of God set them free from
slavery, but only to live a real life
in the Promised Land. This entails
living a life in accordance to God’s
decrees and with his blessing. Only
a life in this manner would ensure
prosperity and vitality for all. This is
the God of life that they know.

Prayer:

O Lord, help us to commit to you
as our ultimate concern, so that we may
experience the abundant life you have in
store for us.

Leviticus

thanksgiving. Inequality in society
may never be completely eradicated
due to our individual differences and
life environment, but our attitude
towards one another can strive to be
fair and just.

19:9-18

21 Dec (Saturday)

What does it mean for God
to be your God? The phrase
“I am the Lord” is repeatedly
stated to emphasize how God’s
sovereignty would impact how we
treat our neighbours. It becomes
the foundational principle of the
kingdom of God (as represented by
the faith community, the Church).
We should share our harvest with
those in need. (But they would
also need to work for their share of
the harvest.) We should be honest
in our business transactions and
honour our vows. We should not
exploit those who are vulnerable
using our privileged status, whether
it is towards the subordinates or
the disabled. These principles
are a reminder that we are mere
stewards of the resources bestowed
by the grace of God. When the
Lord is our God, we live our lives
as a response of gratitude and

“Love your neighbour as
yourself” is a habit of the mind
towards empathy. The more we
practice it, the more it shapes how
we see others. Each one of us
desires to be understood, whether
it is when we make a mistake, or
when we fail to be our best selves,
or when we say or do something we
regret, or when we are wronged.
We hope others can judge leniently
and appreciate the difficulty of our
circumstances, rather than attribute
any guilt as character flaws. Yet, we
seldom offer the same generosity
and forgiveness to others. This is
how grudges become slanders, and
neighbours become enemies. Love
your neighbour as yourself as a
commandment drills our mind to
always walk in the shoes of others,
giving the same benefit of doubt as
we would wish from others. Most of
all, we do it because the Lord is our
God. “The Lord is compassionate
and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in love. He will not always
accuse, nor will he harbour his anger
forever; he does not treat us as our
sins deserve or repay us according
to our iniquities.” (Psalm 103:8-10)
Are we a reflection of the merciful
God whom we worship?

Prayer:

O Lord, help us be more like you.
May we be a blessing to other by being
an overflowing vessel of your love.

Mark

12:28-34
23 Dec (Monday)

At the end of Advent 2019, we
come to the last of the juxtapositions
of the Old Testament laws and
passages from the Gospel of Mark.
In the process, we witness multiple
clashes between the Jewish religious
leaders and Jesus. Today’s passage
however, brought the debates to an
end on an agreement. The kingdom
of God had come near and its most
important commandments are to
love God and love your neighbour.
In a way, this teacher of the law
represented what a sincere and wise
response to Jesus should be. Jesus
had indeed challenged the temple
system and its governing authorities
in Mark 11-13. But instead of a fight
or flight response, the teachers of
the law could also have reflected and
reformed.
The teacher in our passage
not only concurred with Jesus, he
extended its meaning towards the

necessary temple reforms. His reply
to Jesus was a reference to Hosea
6:6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice,
and acknowledgment of God rather
than burnt offerings. The temple
had become a den of robbers
instead of a house of prayer for all
nations (Mark 11:17). The society
had widows who suffered while the
rich were oblivious (Mark 12:41-44).
Mercy and acknowledgement of
God, the true meaning of loving our
neighbours and loving God, were
missing despite all the religious
activities that were going on. The
teacher of the law in acknowledging
the truth was taking the right
direction towards entering the
kingdom of God (see Mark 10:23-27).
As we celebrate the coming
of Christ during Christmas, let
the words of Jesus be a strong
challenge to the Church as well
as our daily lives. Do we commit
ourselves fully to God? Do we take
care of those around us? Without
living in this way, all church activities
are rendered meaningless. Jesus did
not just say the commandments; he
lived them. He brought salvation to
the lepers and the unclean, healing
to the sick and sinners, and even
judgment to the rich and powerful.
He gave his life. As the disciples of
Christ, we too must “deny ourselves
and take up our cross and follow
him” (Mark 8:34).

Prayer:

Our Father in heaven, we thank you
for sending your Son Jesus Christ
to show the true meaning of the Law.
May our church be reformed in his
likeness and may your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven.
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