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Foreword
When Luke wrote this Gospel,
the Gospel of Mark and the epistles
of Paul had already been written.
The most excellent Theophilus,
whom Luke was writing for, had
already been taught the Gospel.
In other words, the Gospel of Luke
was written for someone who
understood and believed in the
Good News. Why then did Luke
spend the time and effort to write
another version of the Gospel since
the Gospel of Mark had already been
written? Luke said: “3 With this in
mind, since I myself have carefully
investigated everything from the
beginning, I too decided to write
an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you
may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught.” (NIV) What
does the word “certainty” imply? It
means to let us have a clearer and
better understanding of the Truth!
More often than not, we believe that
we are very knowledgeable. We also
believe that “seeing is believing”.
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However, is it not possible that
our understanding might differ
when we see things from different
perspectives, just like the story
about the blind people who each
touched and described a different
part of an elephant? That would
be extremely dangerous. Certainty
can only exist when we see the full
picture. As such, Luke decided to
write another Gospel based on more
in-depth research, to present a more
detailed, structured, and true to
life account of the facts to provide
greater “certainty”.
There is another noteworthy
phrase in Luke’s words – “from
the beginning”. The common
understanding of this phrase would
be “from the start”. However, the
phrase in the biblical Greek can
be interpreted as “from above”.
“Above” can refer to a higher
location but it can also refer to our
heavenly Father (John 3; 19:11;
James 1:17; 3:15). Regardless of
whether it is “from the beginning”
or “from God”, the Gospel is made
more meaningful with careful
research delineated by Luke. Not
only did Luke verify witnesses’
accounts of the Gospel, but he
also traced back the events to God,
including the works of God in the
Old Testament.
In this year’s Advent
materials, we have juxtaposed the
Christmas story in the Luke 1 with
its corresponding Old Testament
references. In the everlasting

relationship between God and
the Israelites, God has repeatedly
created new circumstances and new
beginnings. Let us gain new insights
by restudying the Old Testament
and witnessing God’s new creations
through the stories in the New
Testament.

Prayer:
God, may you open my
heart and allow me to get
to know you in a new light.
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Week 1

The Sacred
Messengers
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Malachi
2:5-7

Day 2: Nov 30
Malachi was one of the last
written Old Testament books (420
BC). Four hundred years of prophetic
silence ensued until the birth of
Jesus.
Malachi chapter 2 begins with
God’s harsh warning for Israel’s
priests (v1-3). Because the priests
were not faithful in carrying out their
responsibilities, their ministry was
accursed. To God, the sacrifices they
brought were akin to animal dung;
he would cut off their descendants
and disallow them from participating
in future priestly ministry.
In ancient Israel, Levite priests
were set apart for a unique role.
They were mediators between
God and man. They were to assist
the people in upholding their
covenant to be God’s chosen
people (v4). Specifically, a priest’s
ministry involved mending
broken relationships – between

man and God, and between man
and his fellow men. The priest
represented the people to offer
atonement sacrifices to God; he
also represented God to pronounce
forgiveness for the transgressions of
the people.
The ideal mediator priest
possessed the following
characteristics (v5-7):
- He had a personal relationship with
God
- He had reverence for God
- His wisdom was built on God’s truth
- He instructed the people in God’s
statues
- He walked the talk by exemplifying
a lifestyle of godly peace and
righteousness
Consequent to the above, the
priest guided people to repent from
sin and turn back to God. Sadly, for
the longest time, Israel’s priests
had failed in their mission. In their
own unfaithfulness to God, they led
people astray and further into sin.
Thankfully, the parents of John the
Baptist were righteous members
of the priestly family who were
“observing all the Lord’s commands
and decrees blamelessly.” (Luke 1:6).
The verses from Malachi give us a
glimpse of the kind of people they
were.

messengers bearing God’s word.
John the Baptist was the forerunner
messenger who prepared the way
for the advent of Jesus by calling
people to repentance (Malachi
3:1; Isaiah 40:3; Luke 1:76-77). In
Jesus we have the perfect mediator
priest. Jesus is both the blemish-free
atonement sacrifice as well as the
faithful High Priest for us. Through
Jesus’ ministry as God Incarnate,
man finds redemption from sin and
creation is restored. Jesus Christ
is the culmination of all tradition
because he himself embodies the
message of the good news that
God’s Kingdom has come.
As we prepare our hearts to
commemorate the birth of Jesus, let
us renew our covenantal relationship
with God. We shall arise to be priests
for God’s people and messengers
for the Kingdom.

Prayer:
O God, help me stay
attentive to the message
of Your Kingdom, keep me
from trivial distractions to
focus on matters of eternal
significance.

The name Malachi means “my
messenger”. The Old Testament
prophets stood in the tradition of
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Malachi

3:1; 4:5-6
Day 3: Dec 1
In Mark, this is exactly how
the Gospel begins: Mark 1: 2 “I will
send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way.” 4 And
so John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. In Malachi 4:5-6, they called
this messenger the prophet Elijah.
And thus, we know that John the
Baptist was the coming of Elijah, and
he fulfilled his ministry through his
baptisms of repentance at the River
Jordan.
If we read Malachi alone, we
might have an impression that as
long as Elijah came, all evil doers
would be decimated and we would
have eternal peace. But the gospels
soon revealed that this messenger
would be imprisoned and eventually
killed. John the Baptist was
beheaded by King Herod. However,
in Malachi 3:1, Elijah’s coming was
not the end. He was only the herald
for the one who would be coming

after him.
Malachi 3 prophesied that
the Lord himself would come
to his temple. God would bring
judgment to the temple because the
offerings had become unrighteous
when widows and orphans were
oppressed, and foreigners were
excluded from God’s mercy. And
God would purify and refine it, like
how precious metals were refined.
Do you know how silver and gold are
refined? You must melt it down to
remove the impurities.
The specific Day of the Lord
pronounced by Malachi would be
preceded by the return of Elijah. The
significance of Elijah was twofold.
Firstly, he signified repentance
amid unfaithfulness. Malachi
emphasised remembrance of the
law, because obeying the law meant
returning to God. Secondly, Elijah
also represented reconciliation.
Therefore, Malachi said, “He will
turn the hearts of the fathers to
their children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers”. Elijah’s
call to repentance would restore
the broken relationships so that the
people’s hearts would be ready to
be transformed by God.

disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous—to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.” The event
of the return of Elijah would precede
this specific Day of the Lord. In the
same way, the ministry of John the
Baptist would usher in the ministry
of Jesus. If John the Baptist was the
return of Elijah, then the Day of the
Lord was the Jesus Christ event.

Prayer:
May God show mercy for
my sins. Cleanse me as I
come before your throne of
judgment.

This was what the angel Gabriel
said to Zechariah, father of John
the Baptist. Luke 1: “16 Many of the
people of Israel will he bring back to
the Lord their God. 17 And he will go
on before the Lord, in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to their children and the
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Daniel
8:1-14
Day 4: Dec 2
After the fall of Judah and the
destruction of the Jerusalem temple
in 586BC, many Jews were deported
to Babylon. Although some of them
were allowed to return to Jerusalem
under Persian rule and rebuilt their
temple and city, the subsequent four
hundred over years in the Ancient
Near East saw many changes of
rulers, and the Jews continued to
suffer through the hardships of war.
The Jews were not only denied
sovereign rights over the land but
were often under the oppression of
and conflicted with their different
political rulers – in culture, religion,
economy and general everyday
living. The vision depicted in the
book of Daniel (Chapters 8-12) was
God’s message to his suffering and
helpless people.
The ram and the goat
described in the scripture today
were both violent and prideful.

According to the postceding verses
(Daniel 8:20-21), these animals
referred to the Medo-Persian Empire
and the Greek Empire, respectively.
After the death of Alexander the
Great, the Greek empire split into
four nations, symbolised by the four
horns of the goat. In later years
(175-164BC), Antiochus IV Epiphanes
came to power; he enforced the
Greek hegemony on the nations and
persecuted the Jews heavily.
God did not forget his people.
Daniel heard the conversation
between the holy ones, who
expressed concern over the people
and the sanctuary. The mention
of “2,300 evenings and mornings”
could be an indication that the
period of suffering would be long,
with no end in sight. We can take
today’s scripture as a warning
and reminder to the saints that
the situation would get worse,
and it would seem like there was
no turning point. Although God
promised “the kingdom and the
dominion, and the greatness of the
kingdoms under the whole heaven
shall be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High (Daniel
7:27)”, the saints would need to
remain faithful in times of suffering.

(John 16:33). Hence, the approach
we should take is not to aspire to
solve all the problems of the world
before the end days, but to remain
faithful no matter what.

Prayer:
O Lord, continue to speak to
us today as you did in the
days of Daniel, so that we
may live according to your
will.

In the same vein, we should
also hold a similar understanding
towards the world we have now:
things will not necessarily get better
with time. War, famine, poverty,
oppression, disease will continue to
exist, and we will face tribulations
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Daniel
8:15-27
Day 5: Dec 3
In today’s scripture, we read
of an angel with the name “Gabriel”
who was called by a “man’s voice”
(v15-16) and instructed to explain
the vision to Daniel. The name
“Gabriel” means “man of God”;
he “looked like a man” (v15b), and
it was implied that “he was close
to God and strong”. This was the
first time an angel’s name was
mentioned, and the voice calling out
to the angel was indeed God’s voice.
Therefore, Daniel was “frightened
and fell on his face”, a natural
response in reverence and fear of
God.
Gabriel, the named angel, had
an important and sombre message
for God’s people. In addition, his
name exemplified the need for the
people to be connected with God
in order to stand firm in suffering.
The angel also spoke of the eventual
fate of the evil forces – they would
be broken under the power of
God (v25b). This was indeed a

message of great consolation and
encouragement for the people,
bringing them hope for the future.
Gabriel was the same angel
who appeared to Zechariah (Luke
1:19) and Mary (Luke 1:26) with
messages from God prior to Jesus’
birth. His appearance in the gospel
of Luke emphasised the importance
of his message. Following the events
in Luke, we can understand, at the
point of Gabriel’s (re)appearance,
that a significant and important
milestone of God’s salvation work
and triumph over evil was about to
begin.
The evil forces do not just refer
to the rule of Antioch IV but could
also refer to any oppressive despot
in history, or cultures and values
that restrict us. God used Gabriel to
provide us a message of strength
and courage to face tribulations
that we encounter in the modern
world. We need Daniel’s prophetic
foresight to see that God has never
forsaken us. He not only lets us
understand the real world, but
through Jesus’ salvation work, keeps
us faithful and obedient to the end.

Prayer:
O Lord, your word is a
lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.
Speak through your pastoral
servants in church so that
we may walk along the true
and narrow way.
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Daniel
9:1-19
Day 6: Dec 4
Prophet Daniel, who was
probably taken captive to Babylon in
605BC at age 15, had passed eighty
years of age by the time he made
this prayer. We cannot be sure of the
actual number of years that Daniel
and the Israelites were enslaved in
Babylon, because the start date of
70 years prophesied by Jeremiah
(Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10) could have
referred either to the year when
Judah submitted to Babylon (605BC)
or the fall of Jerusalem (597BC or
587BC); while the end date could
refer to the fall of Babylon (539BC),
the Jews’ return to their homeland
(538BC) or the rebuilding of the
temple (517BC). To chase down this
piece of detail would likely be a futile
exercise; instead, it would be better
to go by how the bible uses numbers
and to view 70 years as the length of
a person’s lifetime (cf. Psalm 91.10;
Isaiah 23:15).
In any case, Daniel reckoned
that 70 years should be up! And the

man of faith did not sit down to wait
and see; he PRAYED.
He prayed with a contrite
heart (v.5-6, 8). In v.5 we read five
descriptions of Israel’s sins. These
descriptions were not words to make
the confession more convincing.
Rather, they were products of deep
searching and reflection. The man
of faith did not gloss over sins but
came before God with an honest and
thorough confession of how Israel
had gotten it wrong – something
those of us with a truly repentant
heart should emulate.
The man of faith then moved
from confession to intercession,
and one finds herein a theological
perspective that is seldom
discussed. God’s righteousness
was the basis for punishment (v.14)
but was also the basis for making
the appeal to set the captives free
(v.16). We see Daniel appealing to
both God’s righteousness and God’s
mercy (v.18) when interceding for
the Israelites. Our tendency might
be to associate God’s righteousness
with judgement while contrasting it
with mercy. But Daniel reminds us
that God’s righteousness and God’s
mercy are like both sides of the
same coin, manifest in the one true
God who reaches out to save, lead
and help (see also 1 John 1:9).

helpless and overwhelmed. Daniel
had been praying regularly (Dan 6)
as he understood that life was to be
navigated by praying to God, who
never stops reaching out to us. So,
MEN and WOMEN of faith, let’s not
sit and wait and count the days as
they pass by, instead, PRAY.

Prayer:
O Lord who watches over
history, we seek your mercy
for the sins of this world.
We repent from our sinful
ways, and transform this
land as we transform
ourselves.

Daniel did not reach out to
God only at this critical moment in
Israel’s history, or only when he felt
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Daniel
9:20-27
Day 7: Dec 5
God’s answer to Daniel’s
prayer came quickly (vv.21-22),
something not only Jewish prophets
but quite a few Christians have
likewise experienced and testified.
The answer delivered to the man
of faith by the angel Gabriel also
helps to address a misconception
our consumeristic world might have
inculcated in us. We tend to think
that a powerful man’s powerful
prayer would be effective in getting
immediate results! Wasn’t the
prayer by the man of faith powerful?
What we have here is an answer
that came immediately (v.23),
nonetheless, it was not immediate
deliverance from captivity but a
promise that God would show mercy
in his time.
The cryptic nature of the
answer or ‘vision’ (v.23) – a
revelation to be exact – has
inadvertently led to different
interpretations. Most interpreters
who believed that the prophecy

referred to specific historical
periods understood ‘seventy weeks’
(v.24ff) or ‘seventy seven’ to be
referring to a period of 490 years
(literally or figuratively). As to the
explanation for the framework of 7
+ 62 + 1 weeks, there were different
conclusions from different schools of
thought. For example, the final week
could be referring to: 1) the 2nd
century BC when the Jews suffered
persecution under Antiochus
Epiphanes IV; 2) the 1st Century
AD when Jesus established the new
covenant (v.27a), suffered and died,
hence ending the need for sacrifice
(v.27b), and the destruction of the
temple (v.27c); or 3) a time still in the
future when the anti-Christ would
appear before the return of the
messiah.
There are others who would
rather see the numbers not in
reference to specific historical
periods but symbolic or idiomatic
expressions indicating that things
would happen in accordance with
God’s will and in his perfect timing.
Taken this way, the prophecy can be
read as a message of comfort and
encouragement for Daniel who was
pleading for God’s mercy. Verse 27
stated that it would get particularly
bad by the middle of the final week,
but as a message of comfort and
encouragement, it went on to say
that sixty-nine and a half weeks had
passed and the end was near. So,
continue to believe. Press on.

again in the Gospel of Luke to
announce the coming of the Messiah
long hoped-for (and Gabriel was
not mentioned outside of Daniel
and Luke 1 in the Bible). One would
think that he was sent once again to
deliver a similar message to the 1st
century Jews, the early churches and
to us who are facing life struggles:
“Don’t stop believing. Press on”.

Prayer:
O Lord, we are thankful
for the Gospel (good news).
We pray for the days of
troubles to end, and for
your salvation to come.

The angel Gabriel appeared
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Week 2

The Holy Spirit
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Luke
1:5-25
Day 9: Dec 7
When Zechariah went into the
temple of the Lord to burn incense,
“all the assembled worshipers
were praying outside”. It was not
mentioned in the passage what
Zechariah’s prayer was about, but
since we know that Zechariah and
his wife, Elizabeth, were both old
and childless, we can infer that the
couple must have longed for a child
for many years. The passage also did
not mention what the worshipers
were praying for. However, based
on Jewish tradition, their prayers
might have been related to the
restoration of the nation and the
coming of the Messiah. They had
similarly been longing for these for
years. The incense was symbolic
of the worshipers’ prayers. When
Zechariah was burning incense, he
was praying to God on behalf of the
people.
Zechariah’s prayer and the
people’s prayers were closely
related. When an angel of the Lord

said to him: “your prayer has been
heard”, it meant that not only was
Zechariah’s prayer heard, but so
were the people’s prayers. When
the angel of the Lord said to him:
“Your wife Elizabeth will bear you
a son”, God had also answered
the people’s prayers. The angel’s
revelation of the child’s name, John,
was a declaration of the coming of
the time of salvation. This unborn
child would reflect God’s work:
“He is never to take wine or other
fermented drink, and he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit even before he is
born.” He had “the spirit and power
of Elijah” and he would bring back
many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. God’s redemption
starts from one person and will be
extended to many.
Not only did God’s works take
away Elizabeth’s disgrace among
the people, but he also removed
the disgrace of many others. This
was done through the birth of John
the Baptist and the coming of the
Messiah. This stems from God’s
power and His will to bless many
through one.

matters cannot be separated from
the community’s matters.

Prayer:
O Lord, help me to extend
your salvation from me to
the community around me.

We have received grace by
becoming one of the many. God’s
redemption has never stopped. It
will continue to spread to many
more through every one of us.
Reflection: An individual’s
prayer and a community’s prayers
are closely related. One’s personal
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Special Article 1
How is our church involved in “from One to Many”? In the long tradition of
Presbyterian Churches, charity work is a significant ministry, and our church
has the tradition of collecting a “charity donation” every first Sunday of the
month. The purpose is to allow the whole congregation to part take in our
church’s charity work. In July 2020, Church Elders in charge of our Care and
Concern ministry penned the following article to explain how the charity
donation is distributed between JCSC and Jseeds, and used to relieve the
financial needs of families among us.

“ A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not
snuff out.” - Isaiah 42:3
Some church members have
asked about Jubilee Church’s
collection for charity and how
the money is used. The Care and
Concern Ministry (C & C) was set
up to help administer the funds
collected through the charity
collection. It is a separate account
from the usual church expenses.
Although the English word
“charity” is used, the Chinese
phrase “
” is a better reflection
of the intentions of the funds. It is
meant to provide care and concern
to our church members as well as
the community around us. This is
in line with our church’s mission
statement. A major part of the funds
is provided to Jubilee Community
Services Centre (JCSC) and Chinese
Kindergarten (CK) as social care to

the community. For example, the
manna food distribution program,
Jseeds tuition programme and the
Chinese Kindergarten bursary are
supported from this fund. The fund
has also supported other social
efforts in smaller amounts, including
some initiated by the Presbytery.
With regards to direct support
for individual church members and
their families, the ministry, together
with the session, has had several
discussions in 2016. We strive for
kindness and extending help, with
good governance in administering it.
We recognise that the generosity of
our church members in contributing
to this fund is an important resource
which should be managed well.
Long-term financial support for
needy families in our midst has
to involve other solutions as the
amount from the collection is simply
not enough. As such, Jubilee Church
members who require longer
term support would be assessed

on their resources and financial
conditions. We are fortunate to have
the services of our volunteer social
work-trained sister to assist in this
process that takes time, effort and
cost.
The monetary support for
needy members is intended for
their daily living expenses. We reject
requests such as assistance to buy
vitamin supplements or to pay for
insurance. If needed, we would
also direct people to suitable social
services.
The majority of cases where
financial support is needed are
short term. These could mean the
loss of a job for a family member,
interruption of family income, loss
of a family member with resultant
financial difficulty, or increase in
family expenses with medical bills
or school fees. There are many
unexpected life situations which may
not be answered by government
or official help or grants. Although
money does not solve all problems,
God’s love and help can be delivered
by the church through such actions.
On the governance side, the
pastor or church leader proposing
the funding support will not be part
of the evaluation team. At the same
time, we also hope not to encumber
the application process so that it is
timely and preserves the dignity of
the person being served.

Prayer items for us:
- Open our hearts and minds
to the needy amongst us,
meeting their needs not only
in a material way but also
serving them with the love
that Jesus would show.
- Wisdom for our team at
C&C in making wise decisions,
and be practical in our
approach to providing help.
- Jubilee Church can be a good
example of “walking the talk”
and be exemplary in its
community work through all
the various channels.
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Ezekiel
36:24-38
Day 10: Dec 8
In Ezekiel 36:24-30, God
repeatedly used the phrase “I will”
when he spoke to the people of
Israel, when he was concerned
about them and wanted to help
them to change (verse 9). God
wanted to rebuild the lives of the
people so that they could return to
being the people of God. He did that
for the sake of his holy name, so that
the nations would know that he was
the LORD (verses 22-23).
In other words, the Israelites
who had lost their land would have
their fate changed because of God’s
promise. The desolate and destroyed
that laid before them would become
like the garden of Eden (verse 35).
At the same time, the people would
once again worship and give thanks
to God. God would also cleanse the
people of all their sins and let the
cleansed return to be with him. God
emphasised in his promise that the
people must have a renewed heart,
allow the Spirit in and follow God’s

decrees. How amazing is this! It was
not God’s goal to judge and punish
those who had sinned and betrayed
him. Rather, God wanted to renew
and revive.
It was not stated in the
verses how the revival would be
accomplished. God merely stated
the things that he would do and
described his promise vividly. God
was a king on the throne in the
book of Ezekiel. His glory and Spirit
moved freely on earth (Ezekiel 1)
and among the prophets (note the
prophets’ experiences with God’s
words and his spirit). Although the
king of Babylon ravaged the land
and humiliated the people, God who
was the King of Israel, reached out
to the Israelites again. He wanted to
change the people’s lives and bring
about renewal and revival with his
words and his spirit.
In Luke Chapters 1 and 2, Luke
described the first Christmas to us.
God sent angels to Zechariah, Mary
and the Israelites to tell them his
plans. At the same time, in God’s
words: “Then you will remember
your evil ways and wicked deeds,
and you will loathe yourselves for
your sins and detestable practices.”

Prayer:
God, you said this to us:
“I want you to know that
I am not doing this for
your sake. Be ashamed and
disgraced for your conduct,
people of Israel!” (Verses
31 to 32) Once again, we
surrender before you. Amen.
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Ezekiel
37:1-14
Day 11: Dec 9
The first 10 verses of Ezekiel
37 describe a dramatic scene.
The prophet Ezekiel was called to
speak to the fallen people living
in exile. The words might not be
well received, but the prophet must
deliver the message. The Spirit led
him to witness the shocking effects
of his words: dry bones would grow
tendons and flesh and be covered
with skin. After the rattling of bones,
as the prophet prophesied to the
breath (spirit), “breath entered
them; they came to life and stood up
on their feet—a vast army.” Upon
reading this, it feels like any special
effects of a Hollywood movie would
pale in comparison with such true
wonders of God’s acts of Creation.
This message in the middle of
a valley is reminiscent of an earlier
scene also in the plain (see 3:22-23).
Ezekiel was similarly called to speak
to the people living in exile, and the
words for Ezekiel to “consume” were
sweet (though we know the contents

were painful). This was a difficult
task. God revealed his glory to the
prophet, and his Spirit was upon
him.
In verses 12-14, God further
explained that these exiled people
might seem dead, but God would
resurrect them. This miracle would
be executed personally by God.
From the return of the people
to rebuild the Jerusalem Temple
during the reign of the Persian
King Cyrus, till the time of Jesus the
Nazareth, the people experienced
400 years of gradual restoration.
Jesus repeatedly proclaimed the
ultimate restoration of God with
the title of Son of Man: “I am the
resurrection and the life”, “I have
come that they may have life, and
have it to the full.” Ezekiel as the
previous Son of Man, together with
Jesus as the Son of Man we receive
every Christmas, both testify the
promises to be fulfilled by God (See
Luke 1:32-33; 69-75).

Prayer:
O Lord, may this Christmas
be the beginning of the
fulfilment of your will
through your word and Spirit
upon us. We accept Jesus
Christ as our Lord, the one
who is born in the Spirit
and God’s Word. Amen.
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Joel
2:28-32
Day 12: Dec 10
Joel the prophet urged the
people of Judah to repent and return
to God before the day of the Lord.
For he is gracious, compassionate
and abounding in love, he shall
bless his people with material goods
and rid them of suffering. He shall
console them, send them plenty to
eat and use, and never let them be
scorned and shamed by the nations
(Joel 2:12-27). In addition, they would
receive a greater blessing from God
– He would pour out his Spirit on all
the people.
Joel’s words were a
breakthrough then. It overturned
the perceptions and views people
held towards God’s Spirit. In
most parts of the Old Testament
which recorded the events of God
sending his Spirit, it was about
God bestowing power to someone
special, for example kings, judges,
prophets, leaders, etc., in order
to accomplish special missions.
However, Joel said that sons

and daughters, old and young,
regardless of hierarchy, shall receive
God’s grace through prophesying,
dreaming dreams and seeing
visions, to understand God’s words
and his will. In the New Testament,
God did not pour out His Spirit only
to the Israelites, but also to all his
followers and those who believed in
Jesus Christ. (Refer to Acts 2:1-4, 1618, 33)
Before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord, it
would be shown that God wanted to
be with his people and would bring
redemption and renewal through
various events and visions. Everyone
who called on the name of the
Lord would be saved, especially the
remnants who loved Him. Mount
Zion, which was deemed to be God’s
place, was also a representation of
assurance for the people. To Joel
the prophet, the Day of the Lord
signified matters of the past and the
future.
The prophecy of Joel was
not uttered without subsequent
fulfilling. A few hundred years later,
the prophecy was fulfilled in the
families of Zechariah and Mary. Not
only were the unborn babies filled
with Holy Spirit, but the righteous
couple Elizabeth (1:41) and
Zechariah (1:67) were filled with Holy
Spirit.

believe in him, we understand his
words and know his will. We should
also thank God for wanting to be
with his people, for bringing the
grace of redemption and renewal.
These bring us hope, confidence
and courage, to live in accordance
with his will and his mission for us,
to respect, love and obey him till the
day he comes again or the day we
meet him.

Prayer:
Dear Father, thank you for
your grace, compassion and
love, for pouring your spirit
on everyone who believes in
you. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray, Amen!

Thank you, God! When God
pours His Spirit on those who
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Isaiah
32:14-18
Day 13: Dec 11
Isaiah 32 describes a righteous
king who brought about peace,
insight, and justice in exercising
his authority. This enabled the
stubborn people to be awakened,
and those who were noble could
exercise good judgment.
From verses 9-14, the prophet
used his warning to women who
were living comfortable lives to
remind Jerusalem that the carefree
and stable lives that they led were
but a falsified sense of security.
They would face an empty harvest,
a forsaken palace, a deserted city
that would make them beat their
breasts in agony. What would God
do when the time arrived? In verses
15-18, the prophecies turned into a
message of salvation and blessing,
because God’s Spirit from on high
would be poured out on them. “The
desert becomes a fertile field, and
the fertile field seems like a forest.
The fruit of that righteousness will
be peace; its effect will be quietness

and confidence forever.”
There is a continuous historical
development of the understanding,
interpretation and teaching of the
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament.
God’s Spirit manifested the power
to create the heavens and the
earth (Genesis 1:2), and to give life
(Psalm 104:30). God’s Spirit also
empowered people with abilities
to perform tasks, to bring about
restoration and blessings (Joel
2:28-29). The Spirit also renewed
morality and justice, and in proper
governance, God’s people could
live in peace, harmony and security
where they stayed (32:16-18).
The outpouring of the Spirit
from on high occurred also in Luke
1:35 “The Holy Spirit will come
on you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you.” The
righteous king as prophesised
in Isaiah had come. Zechariah
prophesised that he would “shine on
those living in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the path of peace.” (Luke 1:79)
Thus the coming of the righteous
king would result in people serving
God in holiness and righteousness.
The Lord God would give him the
throne of his father, David. The long
awaited righteous king is coming,
and on earth peace to those on
whom his favour rests (Luke 2:14).

and darkness, his Spirit created
a beautiful world that was full of
life and vitality. Help us to know
and trust in God who created out
of nothingness. The outpouring
of the Spirit brings regeneration
and blessing, so that when we
experience such a blessing, our
souls glorify the Lord and our spirits
rejoice in God our Saviour (Luke
1:46).

Prayer:
Our loving heavenly Father,
we give thanks for your
Spirit that brings restoration
and blessing, so that we
may know how to live a
life according to your will, in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Thanks be to God! When
the world was still in chaos, void
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Luke
1:46-55
Day 14: Dec 12
Luke 1:46-55 is Mary’s song
of praise to God, or otherwise
known as ‘the Magnificat’. The word
‘Magnificat’ is derived from the
opening line of the Latin Vulgate’s
translation: “Magnificat anima mea
Dominum,” which means “my soul
magnifies the Lord.” It summarises
Mary’s faith and devotion to God.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German
pastor theologian called it “the most
passionate, the wildest, one might
even say the most revolutionary
hymn ever sung.”
In 1 Samuel 2, Hannah sang a
song of praise very similar to Mary’s
song. These two texts share a major
theme, of God bringing justice to the
poor and marginalised.
The Covid-19 pandemic helped
to unveil the plight of the ‘invisible
communities’ in our midst, especially
the migrant workers in Singapore.
For a long time, many of us have

either chosen to ignore or were
ignorant about this marginalised
community that has come from afar
to build our roads and buildings. I
had the privilege of getting a small
glimpse of their world and learnt a
lot of life lessons from them. They
have humbled me and taught me
not to discriminate against them
even as they appeared ‘lowly’ or
coming from a culture very different
from what I was familiar with.
The Greek word, “doulos”,
means slave or servant. Mary was a
servant girl. God exalted a servant
girl and lifted her up. Her womb
carried our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.
During Advent, let us slow
down and think about how the
Magnificat brings us back to focus
while we live in the present, yet
await for God’s justice to come.
This Christmas, may we not get
caught up in scurrying about buying
presents and enjoying lavish parties.
May Mary’s song encourage us
to step back and reflect upon our
values and striving. Perhaps, it can
offer an alternative way; a way of
seeking, serving and sacrificing for
us during this season.

Prayer:
Lord, Mary’s song challenges
me to be honest about my
values and desires, forcing me
to admit that I often look
up to those who appear to
be rich, famous and goodlooking. Forgive me for all
the ways I have allowed the
values of this world to form
and shape me. May I live
as your servant. May I use
the talents and gifts you
have placed in my hands
to serve you and others for
your glory.
Amen.
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Genesis
18:1-15
Day 16: Dec 14
In an earlier chapter (Genesis
17:1-21), God made a covenant with
Abraham and told him that he would
be “the father of a multitude of
nations”. A most unusual promise,
given that both Abraham and Sarah
were very old, and Sarah was well
beyond her child-bearing years.
When Abraham heard this, he fell
on his face and laughed. But God
assured him that Sarah would
indeed bear him a son, and his name
shall be called, Isaac. God promised
to form an everlasting covenant with
him and his descendants. This is the
origin story of the nation, Israel.
Today’s passage continues
with this promise. This time, God
appeared to Abraham in the form
of three men. Here, the crux of our
story unfolds. The LORD said to
Abraham, “I will surely return to you
about this time next year, and Sarah
your wife shall have a son.” (v. 10).
This was the second time Abraham
heard this promise. But for Sarah,

this was all new. Sarah was standing
at the tent door when she heard the
good news. She laughed to herself.
Not because she thought this
was an insult but because of how
impossible it sounded. How could an
old woman like me bear a child? An
impossible task.
“Is anything too hard for the
LORD?” (v. 14). An impossible task
requires an impossible faith in the
limitless possibility of God. “Faith
is not a reasonable act which fits
into the normal scheme of life and
perception.”1 An impossible faith
requires us to put our trust in God
even when it goes beyond all human
understanding. When God promises
something, it does not depend on
the faith or faithlessness of humans
(both Abraham and Sarah laughed).
The fulfillment of God’s promise lies
solely on the resolve of God alone.
The question remains – is
anything impossible for the Lord?
In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus
prayed that all things were possible
for our Father and asked that the
cup be removed from him (Mark
14:36). “Everything is possible to
God—except one thing. The one
thing not possible is the removal of
the cup.”2 It was impossible for God
to remove the suffering and death of
his son on the cross for us.

Our text today does not teach
us that everything is possible as
long as we have faith in God. This
sense of triumphalism is not biblical.
Instead, the text teaches us that
everything is possible only when it is
God’s will and as God has promised.
We place our impossible faith not
in ourselves but solely in the grace
and mercy of God. Such is the
impossibility of faith!

Prayer:
O Lord, let us comprehend
the true measure of your
power, and learn to trust in
you, Amen.

1
Walter Brueggemann, Genesis,
Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for
Teaching and Preaching (Atlanta, GA:
John Knox Press, 1982), 158.
2
Brueggemann, Genesis, 161.
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Judges 13
For he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or
other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even
before he is born. —Luke 1:15

Day 17: Dec 15
From what the angels told
Zechariah, we can recall a scene in
Judges, where the angel appeared
to the wife of Manoah, who could
not conceive. The angel said that
she would become pregnant and
give birth to a son. But she was
not to drink wine or any other
fermented drink, nor eat anything
unclean. When the son was born,
she could not shave the son’s hair,
because the boy was to be a Nazirite,
dedicated to God from the womb.
The concept of the Nazirites
first appears in Numbers 6:1-21.
Regardless of gender, people could
make a vow of dedication to the
LORD as a Nazirite. Under the vow,
they must not eat anything that
came from the grapevine, no razor
might be used on their heads, nor
were they to go near a dead body.
There was no fixed duration to the
vow, but it should have an end date.
Once the vow period was over,
the person was to shave the head,

present offerings, after which he
or she could consume fermented
drinks.
When the angel appeared to
Manoah and his wife, he wanted
them to understand that God had
chosen them to take charge of
bringing up a Nazirite. Manoah’s
reaction was to ask for the angel to
be sent again to teach them further.

both believed in and complied with
God immediately. Can we say the
same for our responses? We want to
thank God for choosing to still work
through Zechariah, and other similar
characters, and not giving up on
them in their moment of disbelief.

Conversely, when the angel
passed a similar message to
Zechariah to prepare him for his
child to be a Nazirite, i.e. the child
would not drink, and be filled with
the Holy Spirit, Zechariah’s reaction
was of disbelief: “How can I be sure
of this? I am an old man and my wife
is well along in years.”

Prayer:
The difference in God’s
response to the attitudes of both
characters was evident. God
fulfilled Manoah’s request and sent
the angel to teach them, while He
made Zechariah silent (Luke 1:18);
Manoah and his wife, when receiving
the message, accepted and complied
with it, and even wanted to honour
the angel in return, while Zechariah,
despite having well understood the
angel’s message, could not believe
that it could possibly happen.

O Lord, your calling may
come at surprising moments.
Teach us to respond with a
willing yes.

When God chooses people to
do his work, how do they respond?
In God’s salvation narrative,
he selected characters such as
Abraham, Manoah and their wives;
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Special Article 2
Manoah and wife had been entrusted with a child and were told to raise
him to be a Nazarite. We might not have been able to relate to the story of
Manoah and wife. But those of us who are parents are also entrusted to
raise up the child that is given to us. What has your journey been like? Here
is a story that happened in Jubilee Church.

My name is Lotus Ho (better
known as Jin Ling to those who know
me in Jubilee Church), I have been
attending church services ever since I
was just a small child.
I want to share about what
happened to my son, Luke Koh Ye
Rong, and how God showed his grace
and love to me and my family during
this difficult time.
When my husband and I got
married, we were both already in
our 30s. We had difficulties having
children naturally and we consulted a
gynaecologist from KK Hospital. She
recommended in vitro fertilisation (IVF)
and we went for it.
We had Luke when I was 37 years
old. When he was 6 months old, Luke
was found to have a choledochal cyst
of about 8cm in his gall bladder and
a Roux-En-Y reconstruction (key-hole
surgery) was done to remove the
gall bladder and connect his large
intestines to the liver.
Without this surgery, the doctor

informed us that the cyst could have
exploded in his body causing death or
the cyst could have become cancerous.
I was really lost and felt helpless
at that time and did not know what
else to do other than to pray to God.
Many people prayed for him,
including the brothers and sisters in
Jubilee Church, the members of my
brother’s church and my brother-inlaw’s church. Even the surgical staff at
KK hospital did a group prayer before
starting on the key-hole surgery. The
road to recovery was a long and
tedious one.
When Luke was in primary 1,
he was diagnosed with dyslexia and
he had to attend remedial classes at
the Dyslexia Association of Singapore
(DAS) for English and Chinese.
Over the years, he did not do well
in his academics in all his subjects –
including Math and Science. His results
were mostly under the passing margin.

We went through quite a few
tutors since Primary 3, as Luke has
short attention span and it takes him
a long time to understand the topics
taught.
Then when Luke was in Primary
5, we chanced upon Jseeds tuition in
Jubilee Church. With great patience
and coaching by the tutor, Mr Gary Ng,
plus Luke’s willingness to learn despite
his learning difficulty, he improved to
3 ‘D’s and 1 ‘E’ for all his subjects in his
SA2 in Primary 5.
In June 2019, we chanced upon
an Artificial Intelligence programme
called “Neurolat”, founded by Dr Ng
Meng Lek. This A.I. programme really
helped Luke in improving his memory
for the past year. The facilitator for
the programme, Ms Lynn See, is a
Christian herself.

cell group members were greatly
encouraged by Luke’s love for his
friend.
All praise and thanks be to God,
for it is in adversity that we experience
God’s hands at work and his miracles
abound. There were times when we
could not see what was ahead and
it was really scary when we were
faced and overwhelmed with a wall
of obstacles. All I can say is that if we
cannot see what is ahead, then we’ll
have to look upwards and outwards to
God. Amen.
A special thank you to all the
brothers and sisters in Christ for their
prayers and those who have helped us
one way or another.

Luke also did well for his Prelims
in 2020, he got Bs for Math and
Science, C for English and Grade 2 for
Foundation Mother Tongue, which
took him by surprise. All I can say is
God’s help plus hard work equals good
results.
I don’t think Luke cared about
sharing the Gospel with his friends
until when it was around December
2019, when we found out that Luke’s
good friend and classmate, J’s parents
were divorced and he had a tough
time coping with it. We knew there
was a Christmas rally at Jubilee
Church and wanted to invite him. We
asked J’s mother and she was open to
attending, however, it had to be called
off as the event was on a weekend and
weekends were spent with his father.
We will trust in God’s timing, but our
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1 Samuel
1:1-20
Day 18: Dec 16
The ancestors of Israel, Sarah,
Rebekah, and Rachel, were all
infertile. It was God’s intervention
and his care for them that allowed
them to conceive and have children.
In the book of 1 Samuel, the
man of the family, Elkanah, had
two wives, Hannah and Peninnah.
He brought his family to Shiloh
every year to worship and sacrifice
to the Lord of Hosts. On the day
of sacrifice, he would divide the
sacrifices with his wives. He gave
Peninnah and her children their
share, and he gave Hannah a double
share because he loved Hannah,
though the Lord would not let
Hannah have children.
Although Hannah was loved
by her husband, Peninnah kept
provoking her in order to irritate
Hannah, especially during the
annual trip to Shiloh, till she wept
and would not eat. The constant

ridicule and anger towards her was
difficult for Hannah to accept and
bear. Therefore, Hannah poured
out her heart to the Lord of Hosts
and appealed to God whom she
trusted, “O Lord of hosts, if you
will indeed look on the affliction of
your servant and remember me
and not forget your servant, but
will give to your servant a son.“ Her
prayers expressed the helplessness
of a wife who could not conceive. If
God had forgotten her, it would be
even sadder and more tragic. She
believed that only God would be
able to save her from this cruel fate
of infertility! She then made a vow
to the Lord, that if she had a son,
he would belong to the Lord for life,
without a razor to shave his head.
This was a special vow, the vows of
the Nazirite people! (Numbers 6:2-5)

God cares for his people, and
his people receive grace from God.
Do you have any misery in your
heart that you have been unable to
share with others for a long time?
God is the God we can call on. I
hope you continue to call on him for
mercy and be able to experience his
care for you.

Prayer:
Hannah cried before the Lord.
While she praying quietly, the priest
Eli, who was on duty, saw her. He
mistook her for being drunk and
reproached her. This made Hannah
feel even more aggrieved. However,
when she told Eli the reason for her
misery, Eli’s reply to Hannah was:
“Go in peace, and the God of Israel
grant your petition that you have
made to him.” Hannah continued to
gain favour before God.

O Lord, may you listen to
our cries before you, and
have mercy on us. Amen.

When the family returned
home, God took care of Hannah and
she was able to conceive and gave
birth to Samuel.
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1 Samuel
1:21-28
Day 19: Dec 17
Hannah was infertile because
the Lord had closed her womb (1
Samuel 1:5), but she prayed to the
Lord to look after her and prayed
that if she had a son, she was willing
to dedicate her son to the Lord for
life.
Hannah knew that the son she
had conceived was from her prayer
to God; God remembered her and
cared for her. Since it was the Lord
who gave her this son, she named
him Samuel. Hannah remembered
her vow to God, and her husband
ought to know about this vow as
well. Therefore, when the day of
sacrifice came, Hannah told her
husband: “Once the boy is weaned,
I will bring him and appear before
the Lord, and he will remain there
from then on.” From her husband,
Elkanah’s reply, we can see that
he agreed with Hannah: “Do what
you think best. Stay until you have
weaned him. May the Lord fulfill his
promise.” (All translations from NET)

After Samuel was weaned
(about 3 years later), Hannah took
the child back to Shiloh and went to
the temple of the Lord. She brought
along with her three bulls, an ephah
of flour, and a container of wine.
When the child was in front of Eli,
she told Eli that she was the woman
who Eli saw a few years ago who was
very desperate and bitterly praying.
She had pleaded for God’s grace
and God had granted her wish, so
she had returned to fulfil the vow
she made to God to return the child
to the Lord, so that he would serve
God all his life.
After dedicating Samuel to God,
Hannah visited him every year when
she went to Shiloh for the annual
sacrifice, and she would bring along
a new robe that she made for him.
The annual trip to Shiloh was not
just to visit Samuel, but also to
worship the Lord. It is no surprise
that we have a song of Hannah in
the Old Testament.
In our lives, we will surely
encounter difficulties, and God will
surely deliver us when he hears our
prayers. Even if we did not make
any vow to God, let us be different
after God’s deliverance. Since God
has touched our lives, let us become
people who worship, and people
who long to see more of God’s work
in history.

pleas and saving you from your
circumstances? Do spend some time
during this Advent to pen down
these incidences, and also share
with at least one person what you
have been through.

Prayer:
O Lord, may you make our
lives more abundant as we
devote ourselves fully to you.
Amen.

Reflection: How often have
you experienced God hearing your
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1 Samuel
2:1-11
Day 20: Dec 18
Hannah’s prayer “My heart
rejoices in the Lord” draws parallels
to Mary’s Song (Luke 1:46-47) “My
soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit
rejoices in God my Saviour”. Verses
from the Old Testament are resurfaced in the New Testament as a
new prayer.
Peninnah (Elkanah’s other
wife) bullied Hannah incessantly and
over a long period of time. However,
as she had not conceived, Hannah
could hardly stand up to Peninnah.
At the time of her prayer, she had
just been through a turning point
in her life: giving birth to Samuel,
taking him to the house of the Lord
at Shiloh after he was weaned, and
giving him to the Lord. Her mood
was that of victory, similar to lifting
the horn high (in a victorious battle)
and gloating over her enemies; it
was also of exuberance: as if those
who were hungry were hungry no
more and those who were barren
had borne seven children.

The song did not just signify
Hannah’s personal victory. This
song, placed in the context of 1
Samuel Chapter 2, also expressed
interesting symbolism. 1 Samuel
recorded the anointing of two kings
– Saul and David, both of whom
were anointed by Samuel himself.
Samuel anointed the chosen kings
using a flask (likely made from a
sheep’s horn) of olive oil lifted high
and poured onto their heads. In this
context the verse “in the Lord my
horn is lifted high” also signified the
anointing that Samuel would carry
out thereafter. (See Luke 1:69)
When the angel said to Mary,
“He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. The Lord
God will give him the throne of his
father David” it also spoke about
Jesus being “king”. However, when
Luke was writing his account, Caesar
was the ruler of Rome, and there
could not be a second king. Hence,
Luke took great care to nuance his
words accordingly so that this would
not be seen as a document to incite
rebellion. Luke, despite being a
gentile, understood the contents of
the Old Testament Scriptures deeply.
Due to these two reasons, Luke used
similar prose to that of Hannah’s
song to express Mary’s joy, and to
bring out the authority that Jesus
would hold.

become a general and king, and
save his people from the hands of
their enemies. In parallel, Mary’s
song also talked about “lifting up
the humble” (v52) – though Jesus
was born in a manger, he would die
and resurrect, and God would make
him king and Messiah. Because of
Jesus, man can be saved, and the
Holy Spirit can come upon them.
Mary’s song is also one that we can
sing along to.

Prayer:
My heart rejoices in the
Lord; in the Lord my horn
is lifted high. My mouth
boasts over my enemies, for
I delight in your deliverance.

Hannah’s song then talked
about “raising the poor from the
dust” (v8) that would thereafter
happen with David. David would
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Isaiah
49:19-21;
54:1-8
Day 21: Dec 19
The last barren “woman”
of this week’s devotion is the
desolated city of Jerusalem after
it was destroyed by Babylon. The
prophecy in Isaiah 32:14 had now
been fulfilled. The impossibility of
new birth was just as realistic for a
destroyed city as it was for a woman
unwanted by her husband. The land
in ruins could no longer sustain life
and livelihood. Its former residents
who were scattered into foreign
lands would certainly be reluctant
to return to such an uninhabitable
place. Even Jerusalem would find
these returnees unrecognisable,
like long lost children uprooted
and utterly disconnected from their
motherland. Could what was dead
and empty (both in relationship and
living conditions) be made alive?
We are reminded of a state like that
described in Genesis 1:2, where
everything was just a formless void
and darkness was everywhere.
The descriptions in Isaiah 54,

from verse 1 to ‘don’t be afraid, do
not be ashamed’ in verse 4, put us
in the shoes of an infertile woman
so that we can appreciate how hard
it must have been for such a person
to live in society at that time. And
when we think about an ‘abandoned
woman’, it sounds lonely and sad.
But there would be a change of
fortunes for this woman, and she
would be remembered fondly. Then,
no one would remember ‘the shame
of her widowhood’ (v.4), and she
would get to enlarge her tent and
stretch her tent curtains wide (v2).
Why was there suddenly such
great joy? Why was the barren
woman full of cheer? Why would
those who had been abandoned
see their descendants dispossess
nations and settle in them? Why
would a deserted city flourish after
being captured? How could such
a transformation take place after
many years of sadness?
It was because of God who
spoke to her. He called her, and told
her that his abandonment was only
for a while. Yes, there was anger,
there was absence, but God did not
totally forsake her. He said that he
wanted to treat her with mercy and
love! The husband of Jerusalem was
her Creator God. God’s word was
fulfilled in the end. By the time Jesus
entered into the scene, Jerusalem
was a populated city, and also the
focal point of the people of God who
awaited restoration. The period of
childlessness was in the past, and

now Jerusalem could lift up her
head among the nations. In Luke 1,
the divine promises extended even
further. Not only would Jerusalem
be repopulated, but its people would
also experience full salvation and
restoration. The Saviour would come
to inaugurate a kingdom that would
never end.

Prayer:
Dear God, may you give me
the faith to trust in the
power of your creation.
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Luke
1:57-80
Day 23: Dec 21
It’s B’rit Milah – the day to
name a baby after his circumcision.
The relatives and friends wanted to
name the baby ‘Zechariah,’ but the
mother objected, “No! We will call him
‘John’.” The folks reacted, “There’s no
one in your family by that name.” Then
they turned to the father to settle
the dispute. Since the priest was
struck mute by God, they handled
him a writing tablet to express his
thoughts. Zechariah scribbled
“J-O-H-N”.
This story’s morale is not:
Don’t let your relatives see your
baby until you have named him,
lest they interfere.
Naming a baby was a
community affair for the Jews.
Relatives and friends would
participate in the event, to
acknowledge their importance in
the child’s life. Normally, a baby
was either named after a living

relative, or a departed one, to
honour that person. In this case, the
folks probably wanted to name the
infant “Zechariah Jr.” to honour the
aged father. Thus, they confronted
Elizabeth, “There’s no ‘John’ in your
family”; “Whom are you honouring?”
A name is important because
it usually comes with a story, and
a hope for whom the child would
become. Names can impact children
as they grow. Thus, God had already
chosen ‘John’ for the baby prior to
his conception (1:13d).

Zechariah’s prophecy also
comforted those who had been
longing for the Messiah. Simeon
(2:25-26), Anna (2:36-38), Mary (1:2631), and Zechariah & Elizabeth (1:56) were among them. They awaited
the Messiah by staying righteous
and blameless in God’s sight.
The LORD had heard the
prayers of Zechariah and others.
“John” means “Yahweh is gracious”
That name heralds Yahweh
manifesting His Grace — the
sending of Jesus, the Messiah (1:3135).

But “why ‘John’ and not
‘Zechariah’?” The latter is also a
meaningful name. In a prayercontext, ‘Zechariah’ can mean “May
Yahweh remember.” In other words,
“May Yahweh hear my prayer.” In
the temple Zechariah had been
assured by the Angel, “Your prayer
has been heard” (1:13b).
What had Zechariah been
praying for?
As Zechariah prophesied, he
spoke about the Messiah (1:68-75)
and His forerunner (1:76-79). The
Messiah-to-come would deliver
God’s people from oppression (1:7174a), and make them approachable
to worship Yahweh (1:74b-75).
[“Deliverance for worship” was
Yahweh’s purpose for the Hebrews
during the Exodus]. John would be
the one to prepare the way for the
Messiah (Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1).

Prayer:
LORD, teach and help us to
live uprightly as we reminisce
Jesus’ first coming and
anticipate His return.
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Psalms
89:19-37
Day 24: Dec 22
Psalms 89 was known as one of
the Messianic Psalms.
Verses 1-18 reiterated the
following: God established the
dynasty of David, and by his loyal
love and faithfulness, he promised
to give an eternal dynasty and
establish his throne throughout
future generations.
The verses reiterated the
covenant God made with David,
and said that it was “as enduring as
the skies above”(v29). God would
continue to honour the covenant,
even as David’s descendants had
forsaken God and David’s dynasty
would come to an end. God’s
promise would eventually lead to
“David’s greatest descendant” –
manifested in Jesus (Luke 1:26-38;
68-79) as the firstborn of the nations
(the understanding of the Messiah
was that it had to come from David’s
line). “But I will not remove my loyal

love from him, nor be unfaithful
to my promise. I will not break
my covenant or go back on what I
promised. Once and for all I have
vowed by my own holiness... His
dynasty will last forever. His throne
will endure before me, like the sun;
it will remain stable, like the moon.
His throne will endure like the skies.”
(v33-37)
This was also recorded in
the gospel of Luke, Chapter 1. The
angel Gabriel told Mary that she
would give birth to a son, and would
name him Jesus (which means
“Yahweh saves”). Jesus would sit
on the throne of David; his kingdom
would never end. Zechariah praised
God, that by the birth of Jesus the
Messiah, honoured his promise
to Israel; he raised the horn of
salvation in the house of David, and
saved his people from the hands of
their enemies.
What is the intended effect of
God’s tireless work? Generations of
churches have a God who is hard at
work saving his people. How does
a church live out the mantra “act
justly, love mercy and walk humbly
with God” in different circumstances,
to different people and events,
especially given that people are
unable to free themselves?

Prayer:
Father, we thank you for
your continuous salvation
work. May you continue to
lead your church to live as
your children: to act justly,
love mercy and to walk
humbly with you.
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2 Samuel
7:12-16
Day 25: Dec 23
In our final devotion, we shall
revisit the divine promise to David.
The word ‘house’ can mean one’s
physical home, family or country.
All 3 meanings of the word ‘house’
appeared in 2 Samuel 7. After David
was settled in his palace and the
Lord had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, he said
to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am,
living in a house of cedar, while the
ark of God remains in a tent.” David
was referring to the house where
he was staying, and he wanted to
build a house (Temple) for God.
But God rejected it as unnecessary.
The prophet Nathan declared that
instead of David building a physical
house for God, God built a house for
him instead. But this time, it was a
‘house’ that referred to his family
(the Davidic dynasty). David’s son
and his future generations would
continue to be watched over by God.
David’s son would even become
God’s own son. But here we also
find the third meaning – a house

that refers to God’s kingdom. God
repeatedly referred to David’s house
as “my people Israel”. Whether it
was his house as a family or his
house as a country, God was giving
David “a house” that came with a
promise: that God would never take
his love away from him as he did to
Saul.
David fully understood the
double meaning of house. And he
responded in verse 29, “Now be
pleased to bless the house of your
servant, that it may continue forever
in your sight; for you, Sovereign
Lord, have spoken, and with your
blessing the house of your servant
will be blessed forever.” The
blessing for David was for his house,
both his family and his kingdom
to last forever. The conversation
began with David wanting to build
a physical house for God, but it
ended with God blessing David with
a house, a house that was his family
and his kingdom.
This divine promise was
echoed in Luke 1:27,32,69, and also
in the rest of Luke-Acts. They were
spoken through the prophecies of
the angel Gabriel to Mary, and sung
by the priest Zechariah through
the Holy Spirit. Jesus was the son
of David, belonging to David’s
house through Joseph. But more
importantly, he ruled over David’s
house: “he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom
will never end. (Luke 1:33)” In this
advent, we witnessed the word of

God accomplished in history. So let
our faith be certain and our hope be
strong.

Prayer:
May God remember his
covenant with us. May
Jesus our King reign in us
forever.
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Special Article 3
The following article is contributed by Gary Ng, who is the tutor at Jseeds.
The ministry at Jseeds is far more than tuition work or tuition hours – it has
many aspects.

Work at Jseeds
At Jseeds, we strongly believe
that above all achievements,
knowledge and skills acquired,
success is about discovering our
purpose through God. We constantly
help our pre-believing friends to
understand that God provides
opportunities for us to learn, grow
and make mistakes, so that we may
discover our purpose through Him.
Jseeds Tuition classes
(Primary Level)
More than just a weekly
English, Mathematics and Science
lesson, Jseeds is a place where
students mingle across the levels
and provide encouragement for
each other to excel academically.
This is important as we recognise
that students come from different
backgrounds and they possess
different academic motivations
and family support. We believe that
building character and discipline

comes from discipleship and this
has to be prioritised in the pursuit of
academic success.
Jseeds is also a place where
school lessons are taught again for
students who are not able to keep
up with the teaching pace in school.
Students identify their strengths
and weaknesses in a subject. For
example, it could be a particular
topic in Science or Mathematics.
At Jseeds, we have the privilege
to be the light to students who come
from low income families and have
learning disabilities. We are able to
do so with the financial support of
Jubilee Community Service Centre
(JCSC). We help the students to
understand that the family of God is
always willing to help because God
loves a cheerful giver. Currently,
lessons are conducted online using
Google Meet. Students will also
receive help from the teacher for
their homework every week.

Overcoming challenges
It is more challenging to
help a child to develop confidence
today with social comparisons
widely observed in many learning
communities. Social media has
a strong influence on a child’s
perspective of education as well.
To overcome most academic
challenges, it begins with removing
some of the unhealthy social
comparisons in a child’s life by
working with caregivers and parents
to give the necessary and intentional
attention to prevailing problems
faced by the child.
The next step is to cultivate a
growth mindset in the child that he
or she can accept and work with. I
often tell my students that for every
mark they score in an exam, they
gain a chance to perform better
at work and thus will be able to
find themselves in a position to
provide their loved ones with a more
comfortable life in future.

Student Lydia (not her real
name) is a Primary 6 Science student
at Jseeds. She joined Jseeds last
December. She did not manage to
pass her class test in school this
year and she did not perform well in
Primary 5. She often shared about
the lack of motivation to study
and she did not trust the advice
of most adults because of her low
self-esteem. Despite her lack of
response in class, the students in
her tuition class often encourage her
to participate. She benefited from
student-led discussions because
she saw the determination of her
classmates to improve. Her peers
were very patient in helping her.
They gave her the chance to be the
first to speak and often prompted
her during the discussions too.
Thankfully, she managed to pass her
Science Prelim exam.

Finally, the trust between the
student and the teacher is the most
important in overcoming academic
challenges. It takes patience and
humility on the part of a teacher
to face successes and failures with
a student because every child’s
academic experience is unique, and
God is the author of our lives.
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