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Natalie Ong E&(&

This year marked my first ever dagudi experience, and | have
learned so much from it. Not just about The Word from the preparation
lessons conducted by Uncle Daniel, but also from the children of dagudi.

| have been exposed to this annual mission trip since young,
where the church arranges for people to go to dagudi and spread the
good news of Jesus Christ to the children there.

Year in year out, | would be sitting in the congregation listening
as the representatives of the different mission teams share their
experiences. | clearly remember telling myself every year that | would
never go to dagudi. This decision was mainly due to the fact that | myself
know how introverted | am and how much | dislike stepping out of my
comfort zone to meet new people, especially when | have to do it in my
second language.

I stood firmly behind this decision for many years, all the way even
up till the very last week of registration for this year’s trip.

However, despite my countless reasons to not participate in this
trip, deep down, | knew that this was a prime opportunity for me to
respond to God's calling for us on earth, to do his work and glorify his
name. Hence, with just a week left for me to make my decision, | decided
to pray about it, to pray for God to open my heart and guide me into
making the right choice.

By His grace and through prayer, | was able to see clearly and
realise that all my prior superficial apprehensions had previously clouded
my view, making me lose sight of the main reason and the sole purpose
of this trip, which is to glorify God and do His will. | was reminded of how
Jesus, who is a God of Life, stepped out of His comfort zone and died on
the cross to save me. Therefore, in response to His love and mercy, the
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least | could do was to put aside my childish negative thoughts of the
trip and respond to His calling. Which coincidentally just so happened to

be the theme of this year's trip, ‘FTEMFAT'.

The haze condition this year in dagudi leading up to the trip was
in the hazardous range and having a sensitive nose, | was really worried
about going there as headaches for me are a very common result of haze.
With just days left before the trip and the fact that the physical conditions
there were not at all improving, all the prior apprehensions | had about
the trip started to come back to me.

Therefore, it was extremely tempting when | was presented with
an opportunity to pull out from the trip due to health concerns. However,
| made a commitment to the mission team and more importantly, | made
a commitment to God. Hence, | told myself to suck it up and | stood by
my decision to embark on this trip. Looking back now, | am very glad |
did.

| was the assigned photographer; hence | was not attached to any
group in particular. This gave me the rare opportunity to move around
the various age groups and see what each individual group was like. The
group that struck me the most and taught me many things was ironically
the youngest group of the campers. These 6 to 8 year-olds were what
you would expect them to be, bubbly and just full of life and energy.
However, on top of that, they were also incredibly mature and polite for
their age. They would take the initiative to help us out with “chores” such
as carrying the materials required for the day, and when they talked to
us, the level of respect and politeness in their tone just blew me away.
There were two prominent incidents that really left a deep impression on
me and ignited a thought in me, on how the type of society we grow up
in shapes us as a person and builds our character.
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It was the last night of the camp, where we were having the "X
$£J&" and as one would expect, all the campers were very excited to enjoy
the food and take pictures with one another. This year, we brought a
polaroid camera and films to take pictures of the children and gift it to
them. The polaroid films were very well received by the campers and
hence there was a constant large crowd surrounding the camera.

While every other camper was either busy taking their food or
trying to get their picture taken, one girl from the youngest age group
was standing near the bench behind the crowd, where we would put all
the empty film cartridges and boxes. Without anyone asking, she happily
volunteered to help throw away all the rubbish we had left on the bench.
After each trip to the bin, she would return and patiently wait for new
empty cartridges and would every single time take them to the rubbish
bin behind. This ended up taking up the majority of her night.

Witnessing this sight, | was really moved by her actions. Instead
of being with her friends and taking in the bustling atmosphere of the
night, she chose to patiently sit by the side and do her part to help keep
the place clean. | later went on to learn, through discussion with my other
teammates, that this sort of behavior was not uncommon of the children
there and that in the past 3 days, multiple children have stepped up to
help keep the surrounding area clean.

This really left a deep impression on me as it presented the stark
difference between Singaporeans and these children. After any event,
many Singaporeans, including full grown adults, would just leave their
rubbish all over as they assume that the area will be cleaned up by other
people. This really made me reflect on what a privileged mindset we have
been harbouring; and just how much we can learn from these young
children, where for a start, we can learn to clean up after ourselves.
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We went there as “teachers” to the campers, but in reality, | would
say that the campers were the real teachers to us, at least they were to
me.

To be very honest, if you were to ask me if | would go for dagudi
again in the near future, | would say no. However, with that said, | am
extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to have gone for it this
time. It truly was an experience.

>
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Hana Yeow Ik 2=

This was my first time going to K&, It was more of a ‘why not?’

kind of thing since | had just finished my A Levels and was extremely free.
Having most of my cell group going was another plus point. Thus, other

than whatever I've heard from annual K&t sharings, | had not much
idea of what to expect from this trip.

We had 4 lessons of preparation leading up to the trip and | admit
that the thought of having to lead a class IN CHINESE was daunting. It
had been 2 years since | last touched Chinese formally when O Levels
ended but thank God for Pleco Chinese dictionary which secured a spot
on my home screen yet again. (I am also happy to say that | can recognise
more traditional Chinese words now.)

In the days leading up to the trip, the haze situation at Thailand
was so bad that we were given the option to back out at the last minute.
However, we decided to risk it all and just go because “won't die one”.

On the first day, we did some shopping for the camp at a huge
gigantic warehouse mart, checking out with multiple trolleys and the
longest receipt. We made our way to the camp location the next day after
a 1.5 hours ride. The haze got worse as we made our way out of the city
but we were ever prepared with N95 masks.

Each day there involved quiet time, worship, drama and bible
study before games. We were thankful of children who were forgiving of
our bad Chinese especially during the drama where there was
exceptionally a lot of laughter.

Jael and | were tasked to take the youngest group, a total of 12
of them with the youngest being as young as 6. Our first group time with
them was very quiet with only 1 or 2 prominent voices as most of them
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were still quite shy. Many of the lesson materials were not as relevant to
them as they were still young so we spent more time on story-telling.
There was this 1 boy in the group who could only speak Thai and it didn't
help that he was
homesick. The feeling of
being in a foreign place
with people speaking in
a foreign language must
have indeed been scary.
It was hard to include °*
him in the lessons
revolving around
Chinese, but the kids did
us a great favour in
helping us translate
parts and seeing little
kids translate for
another was really the
most adorable thing
ever. | was happy to see
that as he became more
familiar with everyone,
he was starting to enjoy
himself there too.

Little translator!

As the days passed, we realised that these were actually kids with
the highest energy levels. While teaching, we could have a kid climbing
on the railings or another already at the bottom of the steps, all excited
to leave so he could play football. As kids had short attention spans, we
had to carry out our lessons quick and concisely and art and craft helped
a lot in keeping them focused. Even the practice for our short singing
performance lasted for about 5 minutes with only 4 of them participating
while the rest were off somewhere else, but | mean they are kids after all!
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The last night we had an outdoor dinner to symbolise the X% /&
in the bible where a pig was even freshly killed for the meal. There were
performances too and then after, a lot of photo-taking and name signing
to end the night on a high note. It was very unforgettable as everyone
was in high spirits.

Overall, this K& # experience was really a great and eye-
opening one for me. Even though | wasn't sure how much information
the younger ones absorbed from the lessons, | just hope that they at least
learnt a little, remembered this camp and will always be willing to come
back again. It was a great test of my Chinese everyday, and having to
fight for attention from such energetic and bubbly little kids all the time
was tiring, but seeing them have fun and always calling “Zfi!" to just
talk or play made it all worth it. They were also the sweetest kids I've ever
met, always wanting to offer you a helping hand and also the most polite.




The campsite was a humble one, not luxurious but just enough.
To be living away from city life, as if living the simple life we had 10+
years ago, with little technology, was very nostalgic. When | was there,
there was little urge of wanting to check my phone and most there were
not using them either as everything out of the phone looked more fun
instead; whether playing volleyball in the heat or sitting down and
chatting. It allowed me to appreciate the simple countryside life and was
a good break away from the business of city life.

| personally felt
that the lesson materials
covered were also quite
relevant to most of us in
my age group. For
example, the lesson
which talked about the
type of seeds and the
different environments
that they were placed in,
resulting in different
outcomes. This urged us
to reflect on what type
of Christians we were.
We are all in our own =
different stages of the Christian journey, and I have to admit that | am
not where | want to be yet, but hopefully | was able to do enough for this
mission trip. | am thankful to have been given this opportunity to do
God's work overseas with great people, and for all the friendships and
memories made. Thank God for having blessed us in every step of the
way and for keeping us safe and relatively healthy! Hopefully there were
seeds planted in each and every one of the campers that would

eventually bloom for Him. Here's to another 10 more years of X#ith!
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Jael Ng =i E

This was the first time going on a mission trip, and | was very
excited. | quickly convinced the girls in my 19yo cell group to go as well,
as the boys were in army. It was easy to go into this mission trip treating
it like any other overseas trip. However, over the course of our
preparation, | realised that | had to maximise the time | could spent with
the campers there and share God's love with them.

| was tasked to take the youngest group of boys and girls in the
camp alongside Hana. | was anxious about not being able to win over the
attention of the children, as well as teach them the lesson that was not
very appropriate for children their age. Children their age were learning
about Noah's Ark and the Garden of Eden. Still, | tried to pick up the main
points from the lesson the night before and try to relate it to their
situation and lives. The children in my group had a 5- min attention span,
and was always looking for games to play. | tried to use games and snacks
to motivate them to complete the lesson and remember the main point.




Understanding that it was
difficult for them to understand about
“Repentance” and “Salvation”, | was
very moved when they still tried to be
involved in the lesson and asked
questions. In my broken C6 O level
Higher Chinese, | would try to answer
them. One boy could only speak Thai,
and | had to make other kids who
were 7 years of age to translate such
things to them. RESPECT! This was a
very humbling experience. | quickly
grew close to members outside of my
group as well. One boy | can
remember very clearly, and | call him "Jesus” for the role that he took on
during Talent Time. He was confident and lived life with this motto "Don’t
worry, Be happy!” Cliché, but he lived it out. He was very willing to learn
anything and this | must learn from him. Another boy in my group was
very bright and very proactive, always volunteering to act and read when
no one else would.

Taking a group of lovely
but crazy young children, | would
want to return and see how they
grow up. | want to praise God for
giving us good weather and
keeping us healthy and making
the camp a memorable one.
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Rachael =5 =

Dagudi always has a place in my heart. Personally, it's an experience of
many firsts: my first attempt at teaching in Chinese, the very first time |
rode a motorbike, | made my first Thai friends, my first ‘minimalist living’
experience and the list goes on.

Over the span of 3 years, I've had the pleasure of serving in Dagudi 4
times. Each visit was filled with its own unique memories, and they stay
close to my heart. From the students in B2 to the children in F Bz 3,
each one of them has taught me in their own special way. | say that | go
to serve, but the truth is, really, | receive more than | give.

This year was incredibly important to me. Through F4 &, | learnt so
much about the girls in my group, about myself and about God. Even
amidst my nervousness about teaching in Chinese (still), | thank God for
His overwhelming grace and guidance, and for the opportunity to touch
the hearts of others. | thank Him for bringing me close to my group of
girls, and | thank Him for showing us His never-ending love.

The teaching stints over the past two years hold so much meaning for
me. It never fails to amaze me how enriching it was, for the students and
for us. The opportunity to mentor kids came not only in terms of learning
English. Rather, sharing my own experiences, my own lessons on life, and
sharing the love of God was so much more fulfilling.

There came a point in time where | realized that | needed a clear purpose
for serving in DGD. So | gave it a thought — was it the close-knit
friendships that | forged with the children there? The desire to provide
the indigent with an opportunity for education? The need to share God's
covenant with those who have yet to receive Him? Or maybe to give
myself a means to live life differently?
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Well, I'd say it was all of the above. The friendships forged are especially
precious; these relationships help me share about God far more easily
(and I'm not particularly great at evangelism), and | can tell that the kids
are far more receptive to the gospel, compared to if they were to receive
it from a complete stranger. The interactions inside and outside of the
classroom gave me so many opportunities to be a teacher, a friend and
a mentor. Most importantly, God's love and grace gave me the courage
to approach all these with an open heart and an open mind.

There’s a Thai saying that | happen to find very meaningful:
uaraasiiauguwde hitfu  dustfumnuwels, which means “happiness
belongs to those who are contented”. Through all the interactions and
friendships I've forged in DGD, I've learnt so much about myself, about
others and about God. I've learnt how to find joy in simple things, in
cheap thrills, in little adventurous ventures and especially in giving. God
loves a cheerful giver, and DGD has taught me how to give willingly,
selflessly, lovingly, and most importantly, give for the Lord.

Much love, Rachael
‘




Chen Zhen [ E

A special year for the camp.. it's the 10th run of this youth camp...
God's grace is evident each year, blessings upon blessings in each trip
we make, blessings upon blessings in each camp we plan.. blessings upon
blessings in each team that's formed.. every trip gives me new strength,
every youth | meet gives me hope, every repeat camper gives me joy..

This year's theme: "FiZEF{R" was a perfect summary of all the
lessons we had done in the past years.. together with Rachael as co-
teacher, I am honoured to have shared with my girls of 16/17 yrs old,
many of whom | have had the privilege to guide for the past 5yrs, how
Jesus has come, called, sacrificed, redeemed and saved us.. how great His
love for us is that He took away our sins with His death on the cross..
How we have ALL been invited to The Great Banquet.. my prayer for the
girls as we parted ways; that the Lord be in their hearts, in good times
and bad, that they hold on to the Truth - trust and obey...

The haze this year was bad... the worst we had had experienced,
but it also shrouded the scorching rays of the sun from our skin.. with
masks n eye drops all secured, the team soldiered on...

Each day passed in the blink of an eye.. time stood still because
we had only one purpose, bring the message across, prayerfully,
according to God'’s plan - via songs, drama, teachings, sharing and games
and simple interactions and chats..

We ended each day to realize how tired we were when we sat
down for debrief - but.. it was also one of my favourite moments of the
day, this was the time | could garner feedback on the day’s activities from
the tired but still enthusiastic youths, and relax n just be silly with

them.. &
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Finally back in our resort room (near midnight), a quick reflection
of the day’s takeaway was all | could manage after my shower, before my
heavy eyelids called it a day.. then we repeat, with recharged bodies and
energized soul.

Well, maybe not everyone felt the same way but to be honest, |
started coming to dagudi camp to carry on what a godson had started..
hoping to inspire others to do likewise.. | ended up, each time, to be the
one inspired n humbled.. to us, this may be just five days, but maybe to
that one or two, the seed that we plant each trip, may just have landed
on the correct soil..

| always asked myself what else can | give.. | realized.. it was a
rhetorical question because God has already had it covered, | just needed
to recognize, submit and follow the plan..
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Theodora Po /(5

Many people have been asking me why | chose to partake on this
mission trip to Da gu di.

Besides wanting to do something good, there was also an
element of nostalgia that drove me to participating. | grew up listening
to previous brothers and sisters who have come back from Da gu di share
their feelings and experiences, and as | listened quietly, | silently yearned
for the opportunity to be part of this annual mission trip. It was purely by
God's grace | was given the opportunity this year.

.g o i e, \

| was thrilled to be able to head back to Da gu di, to once again

experience the true meaning behind mission. To be honest, when |
attended the first training session at the beginning of the year, my mood
was uneasy and there was a struggle | could not express. | was filled with
all kinds of anxiety and doubts, worried that | am unable to fulfil what
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was needed to accomplish. Teaching is no mean feat. Understand the
teaching materials is one thing, but to teach it, is an entirely different ball
game. The power to educate resides in the execution of a well thought
out lesson plan that considers not only the content, but also the
capabilities and relevance to the students.

By God's grace, | pulled through the teaching lessons, and | am
sure | came out of this trip much more aware and appreciative of the
applications of the teaching materials. This experience has given me
much to be thankful for. The passion and camaraderie of our team was a
sign that God has been quietly working through us. | liked how we
respected and encouraged each other through the day, while avoided
being over domineering or overbearing.

| certainly hope | have made a positive impact on my students,
and | am truly grateful for their participation and sharing during our
teaching sessions. Despite my lack of proficiency in teaching, they
opened up quickly through their thoughts and sharlng In this I|ttIe Way,
| knew God was with us. When N
the camp came to the last day, |
believe that the seeds of the
gospel have been sown in this
land, and planted in the hearts of
the children.

| sincerely thank God for
his care and guidance through
this entire short-term journey.
Also, | would like to thank the
entire team for the patience and
prayer of the pastors and
brothers and sisters. Till we meet
again, Da gu di




Aileen Yan T i

| write this with thanksgiving that | was able to go back to DGD for the
second time after 4 years.

| thank God for this experience, the loving community in which | had the
pleasure of delivering this camp with, and all the different people I've
met during the trip.

To the team, | am immensely thankful for our teamwork and willingness
to help and encourage each other, even when we were stretched thin.

This year, | was involved in the preparation of learning materials for the
camp, apart from worship and teaching during the camp. While editing
and refining the materials, | envisioned that it would be well received by
the campers, as it was rather simple and straightforward. | also thought
it would go smoothly with my students, since | knew the materials rather
well.

My Group of 13 ye old girls @
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However, in the 13 year-old girls group | took, | felt like | hit a massive
roadblock on the first day | met them. Apart from one girl, the rest were
really quiet, had some difficulty with Chinese, one could only converse in
Thai (her relative invited her to the camp). Two of them went to church,
and only one identified herself as a Christian. We are learning about
Jesus’ ministry but | felt like it was not much more than a comprehension
exercise, to get the right answers, to them. They were spending more
time copying Chinese words (from their friends) than understanding
what the content was about.

Conveying my frustration to some in the team, who calmly advised me, |
decided to change things up for the next lesson. Seeing how most of
them were clueless to what is happening in the bible, during the next
lesson, | gave them a crash course on the gospel using the 2 ways to live’
evangelistic tool, incorporating it into the lesson on the parable of the
sower, all accompanied with my subpar drawing skills.

For the girl who only understood
Thai, | was thankful that she had a
great attitude, and that through
other activities (craft/skit/riding
motorcycle) | was able to connect
well with her on a friend level. In
her reflection on the camp, she
mentioned (in Thai) she was
greatly touched by all who helped
integrate into the camp.

Throughout the camp, | was
deeply warmed by the youths,
from opening up to me to buying
me drinks during meal times. |
sincerely wish that they will
continue to meet Godly people
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who will lead them towards God’s mystery that has been made known,
and be receptive of, and persistent in the gospel.

There may not have been a defining moment for me in this trip, but |
know for sure that we are called to preach the gospel to people of all

nations, and | am just glad that in my small group of girls, they have
heard.

There is still work to do, to the praise of God's glory.

—

Just the regular landscape
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This is the second time |
joined the team for the mission trip
to Dagudi. The first was 5 years ago
in 2013. There were many
differences from the two experience,
different campsite, different
accommodation. But the biggest
difference is that we only have to
plan the games for the first night, all
day games will be handled by the
team there. This gave us a lot more
free time in the afternoon each day.
Something | feel is good as it gives

us time, to interact with them rather
than busying with organizing and
planning, or even a needed rest.

Yueh Xin #i0>

This year | was paired up
with Zheng Kuang in leading the
14-year-old boys for teaching.
Teaching is difficult with the
boys being not responsive and
difficult to get a conversation
going. But boys will be boys,
weren't we all like that at that
age, most will not respond to a
teacher’s question, not willingly
at least. What did surprise me
was that they were very eager to
participate in the activities
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planned, even arts and crafts and talent time, which | thought would be
really difficult to get them to do not to mention to really involve and
actually want to do.

Playing is definitely the way to go to interact with the boys. In the
few short times of throwing a frisbee around with them, seeing them
running around with enthusiasm, catching with a proud look on their face,
fumbling with everyone laughing, makes me satisfied that they are
enjoying themselves and having fun. Even those who are usually quiet
during teaching are having fun and that is good enough for me.

E‘?,‘. L ‘
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Andrea Sim &=

Before the DGD trip, | was extremely worried. | didn't understand
half of our preparation lessons because they were held in Chinese and
because it was my first time going to DGD | did not know what to expect
from the trip. | didn't know how | was going to conduct lessons, and |
especially didn't know how | was going to converse with the children
there with my broken Chinese. Even then | had made some trip
expectations and was asking God to help me achieve them. My trip
expectations were that during the trip | would be able to touch at least 1
person’s heart, and that | would be able to be like a Friend to the children
there.

When we got to Chiang Dao and we were placed into pairs for
teaching, | was happy to know that | was with Auntie Dai Yun, who was a
very experienced teacher. | felt like that was God’'s way on assuring me
that | did not have to be stressed out about the teaching aspect of the
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trip, and could simply focus on getting to know the children, and
becoming someone they would be able to trust and call their friend.
There | tried my best to interact with the children, my 14 year old girls,
asking them if they could teach me the games they played there as well
as teaching them some of my own. | also tried to have my meals with
them, so | could talk to them and get to know them better.

During the trip, | felt that God really fulfilled my expectations,
especially when Auntie Dai Yun and | were conducting a prayer session
with the children. | was so heartened to see the children open up about
the things weighing on their hearts and come to ask for prayer. | felt that
me being there was not worthless, that | didn’t simply go there for fun,
but that | did something meaningful. Not only that, | was very glad that
the children shared their dreams and aspirations with me, indicating to
me that perhaps they did see me as a friend.

| really enjoyed DGD 2019 and | would love to go back if | have
the chance to.
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Amos Sim [R5

I'd like to start this reflection by saying | have absolutely no clue
how to start it. Leaving our comforts of home to places unknown was a
bit unsettling. When | was first approached to be part of the DGD mission
trip this year, | had multiple reservations. First, the dates clashed with my
polytechnic orientation camp, and | had to make a decision between the
two. More importantly, | was very worried of the struggle that | would
have to face, due to my incompetency in Chinese language. | was filled
with all kinds of anxieties and was really in a dilemma as to whether |
should go for this trip. By God'’s grace, the choice was made, and | am
thankful for this opportunity to be part of the DGD mission team this
year.

The beginning of the trip for me was a little rocky and | had a lot
of mixed feelings. Each teaching preparation session was a struggle for
me, as | could barely understand the materials. | had to write the pin yin
for each Chinese word, and translate them one by one, to at least get the
basic gist of what the teaching material is about. Not to mention that |
was part of the drama series directed by aunty Dai Yun. | was very
honored to be entrusted with the main character role. However this
meant that | had to
memorize my lines, and
understand the roles. It was
really difficult for me, and |
really had to push myself &
out of my comfort zone.
Nevertheless, | was grateful
for this opportunity given,
after all, we should never be
comfortable with just good
enough, right?




Leaving for this DGD mission trip has made me realized that there
are more to just it being a mission trip. | really enjoyed the friendships
that were formed, the emotions and laughs that we shared, the people
that we helped, and the people who helped us. | was very thankful to be
partnered with elder Ban Hong, who guided me through each lesson and
always coming in to take over when | am stuck. | really appreciated how
he pushed me to teach despite my lack of proficiency in teaching. It was
heartwarming seeing the children respond to my teachings and opening
up to me through their sharing.

Everyone has challenges and issues which makes us not much
different than the next person. This mission trip to DGD was the most
difficult for me to go on, and yet was also the most rewarding. It was
almost as if these setbacks and doubts about the trip were my basis for
growing. God has changed my expectation of what this DGD trip is all
about, and | am very blessed that the trip went smoothly for me. | was
very heartened to see the children eager to learn more about God, and
it was a very meaningful trip for me. Really looking forward to the next
opportunity to visit DGD again.
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Joyce Theong ik xE2E

This is my first time going to Arunothai and | had no idea what to
expect when | signed up. | decided to go for the mission trip this year
because my A levels had ended and | have a break before uni starts. Our
19 year old cell group decided to go together and | felt that it would be
a nice experience stepping out of my comfort zone to serve God.

In late March, some members of the team started to send photos
of the haze in Chiang Dao. The PSI was in the hazardous range. At that
time, | did not give it much thought as the trip felt so far away. However,
closer to the date, about 1-2 days before the trip, | was rather worried
about the haze situation as | was having a bad cough. Thank God for His
protection and my cough did not worsen. In addition to the haze,
Thailand is HOT. Seriously hot. The temperature on the last day was 39
degrees Celsius, and the trip back to the airport in the songthaew
(covered pickup trucks with seats at the back) felt like | was being baked
in an oven.




When | first met my students- the 14 year olds, | was rather
discouraged as they seemed rather uninterested in Christianity. | am
grateful that they opened up eventually and were more willing to share
about themselves. When | asked some of my students about their dreams
for the future, they told me that they simply want to live a peaceful and
stable life, and help support their
family. They are undeterred by
their circumstances and remain
optimistic about their future. |
hope that God will be their source
of strength through their pursuit,
and that they know that He will
always be with them.

This trip made me realise that | should be more grateful for my
life in Singapore- stable, safe, and surrounded by good facilities and
resources. | remember the toilet at the campsite had various bugs, lizards
and spiders, and oftentimes us Singaporean youngsters were reluctant
to use the toilet.

| find it a pity to only have spent 3 short days with the children,
and | think that more can and should be done to help them grow in their
1 faith. Faith is an ever
growing process, for me,
my students, and all
believers. In all, | am
thankful for the
experience, and for all
the team members who
took care of me and
supported me in various
| Krunch I've ever seen! [ ways during the trip.
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Enoch Keong Z B}

Apart from new faces and new synergies both in our team and
among the campers, there are other forms of newness experienced
during the 10" attempt to share the good news through a youth camp
in Arunothai. Herein, we will name 2 of them (and please pardon the
wrong usage of a familiar pun)

We experienced what is so called “less is more”, in that the team
has less to do because there were more workers. It was a 26-member
team sent by Jubilee Church, a big team. But there were more. Unlike the
past years where Jubilee youths designed and executed 3 major games
segments, the local senior youths and young adults took over two-thirds
of the workload. Our team assumed instead the role of assistants while
those games took place. The change did cause a fair bit of anxiety during
the recruitment and orientation phase of the trip, but it turned out well
and was a fun-filled and happy collaboration.

We also experienced “more is less” during this trip. There were
more medicines and a lot of N95 masks lugged to the campsite, as it was
much less in terms of visibility. The hill that we love to behold as we look
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afar from the campsite
was often dissolved into a
patch of greyish-white as
the PM2.5 particles and
their  bigger  cousins
congregate for parties in
the sky. We charged up
the hill with boxes of
mask, but that did not 2 57 Al 7L o Tl

stop some of us worrying.

According to our local drivers, it was the first time where the haze
situation reached ‘'very unhealthy’ and even ‘hazardous’ level in that
locality and the public weren't informed on the short and long term
effects of inhaling the smoke. In other words, our campers were looking
to having fun and more fun during the outdoor activities segments, while
we were not given information on whether some of them might have a
health condition that should avoid outdoor activities. However, we
couldn’t cancel all outdoor activities, especially when the pollution is at a
level where most would be able to manage. Thanks be to God, although
a few (including our team members) did experience some haze related
symptoms, we did complete the tasks that we had set out to do, and
most have enjoyed and learned something new through this expedition.
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